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REVIEW

The Practice Of Everyday Life

The term heterotopy comes from the Greek. 
It is formed from the words „hetero“ for “different“ and 
„topos“ for „place“. The concept was first used by 
Michel Foucault in his philosophy in 1967. 
It thus designates spaces or places and their systemic 
significance, which have only partially or not 
completely implemented the norms given at a given 
time or which function according to their own rules. 
Foucault assumes that there are spaces that reflect 
social conditions in a special way by representing, 
negating or reversing them. In addition, all 
heterotopias have in common that their respective 
social significance is not static, but changes in the 
course of their continued existence. (Foucault, 1967)
Various theorists have already dealt comprehensively 
with the concept of heterotopia. In the following, 
different approaches from different works will be 
summarized and explained at the beginning, including 
the first book with the title „The Practice Of Everyday 
Life“, written by Michel de Certeau. 

The author, Michel de Certeau, lived from 1925 to 
1986 and was a historian, cultural theorist, 
psychoanalyst and theologian. In the late 20th century 
he was regarded as one of the most diverse French 
intellectuals and scientists. The development of 
cultural studies was strongly influenced by his concept 
of everyday practice and his use of space as a key ca-
tegory in the history and analysis of cultural practices 
had a lasting influence on both history and art history.  
In his work „The Practice of Everyday Life“ he writes 
in general terms about the exploration of everyday life, 
and people who individualize mass culture and chan-
ge things such as street plans and rhetoric. Whenever 
you think of Manhattan, New York City, countless sce-
nes are created. From a high-quality image of the pul-
sating city centre to the dark side street in Brooklyn, 
a scene drowned out by gunfire and police sirens in 
the background. But regardless of the landscape, the 
entire perspective shifts, with a change of perspective.  
As soon as you look at the grid of streets and blocks 
from above, the city seems endless. It is a visualizati-
on of the state of the possibility of forgetting. It seems 
pointless to try to focus one‘s gaze and concentrate. 
Above all, the greater New York area is not tameable 
in a corresponding way. A city that changes every 
second. 

Among other quite large urban agglomerations, the 
city never stops growing and reinventing itself. It is 
moving on. Furthermore, Michel de Certeau claims 
that the whole city is made up of contrasts. Nothing 
else, but nothing more. This statement did not quite 
live up to our expectations when we read it, so we 
stayed with the question: Of course there are con-
trasts in the cities. Every day we generate suitable 
images. So why does the author explicitly focus on 
this claim? The city is made up of contrasts? Of cour-
se it does! What else? In the next passages Michel 
de Certeau describes very rationally where the city of 
New York is located, speaks of the United States of 
America as ocean and gives it the title to be/to have 
the highest (three) letters of the world: 
„(...) cut out between two oceans (the Atlantic and the 
American) by a frigid body of water, the tallest letters 
in the world compose a gigantic rhetoric excess in 
both expenditure and production.“ (de Certeau, 1984) 
Conscious of the image of looking down on Manhat-
tan, standing on the 110th floor of the World Trade 
Center, as the author describes, the question of per-
spective remains. How does urban space contribute to 
perception? The author claims that the whole, a larger 
part of the area, can be even an erotic knowledge. 
So looking down is the ultimate pleasure, but it does 
not answer what triggers this perception:
 „(...) I wonder what is the source of this pleasure of 
´seeing the whole‘, of looking down (...)“ (de Certeau, 
1984) 
Nevertheless, when reviewing the passages we can 
agree on the claim that leaving the city, roads and 
traffic behind, is a relief. It is to recognize a change 
in perception through a change in perspective - from 
a migratory and metaphorical city to a planned and 
readable city. One would supposedly presume to 
believe to „unterstand“ this city. In a way, this can 
ultimately be justified by the idea of „freedom in 
architecture“. 
A title that this semester‘s course deals with and that 
is a fairly broad basis for our approach. The paragraph 
to which we refer bears the title „Voyeure or Wande-
rer“. As part of the view of the streets, this landscape 
transforms the viewer into a voyeur. De Certeau gives 
examples of Icarus and Daedalus. 
Thus he creates distance between the spectator, 
who is part, a fragment of the mass below between 
the street, and the voyeur, who watches from above 
godlike: „(...) It allows one to read it, to be a Solar Eye, 
looking down like a god. (...)” (de Certeau, 1984) 
As the author has already mentioned, this distance 
allows the voyeur to read - whether it is a city, a net-
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work, or any other structurally challenging approach. 
Furthermore, the mass below, as it is called „dark 
masses“, is not capable of seeing the mass below by 
itself: „(...) though visible from on high, are themselves 
unable to see down below?“ (de Certeau, 1984)
As we can see, the author does not always claim 
statements, but asks them as a rather reversed phi-
losophical question. The dark mass of the pedestrian 
on the streets of Manhattan becomes God in the 
twinkling of an eye. The image of it is easy to read, but 
the question remains unanswered. Nevertheless, this 
whole situation leads De Certeau to the thesis: 
„The desire to see the city preceded the means of 
satisfying it. (…)” The representation of cities has ch-
anged dramatically over time. Shifted from romantic, 
expressive views of cities and landscapes that no one 
has ever enjoyed, the pictures and landscapes live 
on. The approaches of painters from the past, who 
already illustrate a kind of utopia, have not shifted to 
something new. This kind of utopia of optical knowled-
ge is visualized in the present. The question of the 
technology used was then raised. 
So this totalizing eye of the past lives on. A modern 
skyscraper used as the eye of God still creates fictiti-
ous images used by the voyeurs. The top view makes 
the complexity readable. It makes connections. In this 
way, the context is translated into urban networks, 
cities, spaces, streets. Nevertheless, the question 
remains, is it good to project an opaque past and an 
uncertain future onto a constantly changing surface? 
The subsequent questions of the voyeurs remain the 
same:What is it we see? Nothing but representations? 
Optical artifacts? De Certeau approaches him by ad-
dressing cartographers, urbanists and planners, say-
ing that the images we see in this way are analogies 
to the distanced views of the professionals mentioned 
above. It offers a more distant possibility to perceive 
the urban network. It is therefore essential for the 
author to be able to reach only this distance, 
to break away from daily behaviour and to make him-
self alien - to make himself alien, so that it is possible 
to recognise the urban structure. 
The people in the midst of this „mass“, this network, 
the city, are called wanderers, pedestrians, walkers, 
practitioners. Simple users of cities. These are the 
„normal people“ who live downstairs: „(...)below the 
thresholds at which visibility begins. (...)”  These wan-
derers, as De Certeau speaks of them, walk through 
the city, use it and write about it without being able to 
read it. We tend easily to imply this approach of the 
author as a critical question, but the next paragraphs 
go beyond that without disturbing the statements, but 

not answering them. Michel De Certeau suggests that 
the space exists because of its use by the true practi-
tioners, the walkers. These rooms would not be visible 
if they were not used. The users know these spaces 
quite well, so that he even compares the knowledge 
of the users of „their“ city with the blindness of the 
lovers, who feel strongly attracted to each other.  
As already mentioned, we have experienced the city 
as contiguous, assembled with fragments. 
But no author or viewer was able to form real net-
works from these fragments. Everyday life, as the title 
might suggest or refer to, still has a kind of stran-
geness that is not visible. The use and existence of 
space is essential for everyday life. The author writes 
about the practices of space. If one speaks of it in 
plurality or practices, one first thought comes to the 
superior concept of heterotopia, which is shown as a 
colorful conglomerate in an urban context. The author 
tries to take into account some distinctions of practice 
space that are foreign to our known geometry or geo-
graphical forms. „These practices of space refer to a 
specific form of operations (...)“ (de Certeau, 1984)
 As a first thesis, we can assume that the author 
defines spaces that are readable through their use! 
In terms of content, the disagreement between atopia 
and utopia has a long ambition to finally overcome 
„problems“, as De Certeau writes, which arise from 
urban dwellings. It's about organization and structure. 
They were present in the past and will be in the future, 
in unpredictable times. In this way, these problems 
could be solved or at least clarified in the past. In 
the 16th century, apartments, so-called urban facts, 
were inaugurated into the concept of a city. The basis 
for this must have been a certain urban planning 
relationship, which ascended to unity and beyond 
to these apartments. The challenge to understand 
history lies in the discrepancy between city and con-
cept. However, these terms are not identical and can 
exist independently of each other. The foundations of 
cities, of utopias within the framework of an urbanist 
discourse, as De Certeau claims, can be defined by a 
threefold operation. 1. an anarchistic approach to the 
„self“ - production of one's own space and the associ-
ated suppression of all physical, mental and political 
impurities that endanger the rational organization. 2. 
the replacement of a synchronous system, starting 
from the same foundation of one. This operation on 
a flat projection, similar to the Tabula Rasa concept, 
is based on scientific strategies. 3. the creation of the 
city itself, anonymous and universal. All the different 
functions that are needed for this, including the policy, 
are assigned to the space, with the result of total 
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rejection of „waste products". 
The next considerations are classifications within the 
concept city.  How does it work?  Which functions are 
available?  Anything other than certain functions are 
omitted. In a discord, the space that is not physically 
needed must still be there. This makes whole order 
networks denser and more complex. De Certeau ex-
plains the shift from economic production to spending 
within cities networks, with these „remaining“ spaces. 
Cities and city administrations are increasingly beco-
ming myths as a result of this process. 
He even speaks of possible destruction of cities and a 
loss through the profit system. The city becomes the 
victim of contradictory movements and an intangible, 
identity-less structure. So the purely functional appro-
ach and the organisation leads to the space being 
forgotten. An excursion of the 21st century, taking into 
account the political conditions, could fully fulfill De 
Certeau‘s statement. This unfortunate process leads 
to the definition of spaces that mutate into a „blind 
spot“ in a scientific and political technology. Such a 
„blind spot“ can also become a „potential space“ in 
the positive sense and people gradually adopt it for 
various uses. But the concept city works in exactly the 
same way. It‘s always transforming and disturbing. 
New attributes are added immediately and constantly. 
The author uses the rather idealistic, romantic pro-
verb:  „(...) it is simultaneously the machinery and the 
hero of modernity.“ (de Certeau, 1984)
Perhaps we can assume that the author already  fore-
sees our cities of the 21st century and their politically 
driven administrations, which lack any rational trans-
parency, where spaces are blind spots? For example, 
the implication could be that if cities continue to serve 
in this purely socio-economic and political way, „urba-
nization“ will be allowed. 
The city is becoming vulnerable. It's out of range of 
the panoptic force. De Certeau suggests the ques-
tion of whether the cities could deteriorate with the 
procedures they have organised? He tries to find 
answers on a larger scale by writing about the threat 
and influence of the universe by the same issues as 
cities on a smaller scale. The city user, the inhabitant, 
the practitioner can no longer remain in a certain area 
affected by the disaster. The result is a questionable 
inclusion of people in the panic of discourses. One 
could try a different way, which is to be explained in 
simplified terms using a site plan and a perspecti-
ve. De Certeau cites the example of the rapturous 
activities of procedures that have intensified outside 
the regulation and control and surveillance of a city, 
for example through a combination of everyday rules 

and creativity-building tactics or the use of human 
diversity to a disciplinary society through mechanisms 
and technical procedures of small instrumentalities. 
For this to happen, the power structures would have 
to be analyzed and the concealment of them by hectic 
mechanisms and discourses ended. In addition, the 
contradiction between the collective mode of adminis-
tration and an individual mode of reappropriation must 
be resolved. You could create space that's readable 
at the end. „The Choir of Inactive Steps“ describes 
individual steps in the walking of pedestrians who sha-
pe a space - a „spatialization“ through the movement 
of individuals; but pedestrian movements are also 
existential for the formation of a real system, such as 
the city. (de Certeau, 1984)
In fact, steps or paths on maps simply refer to the 
missing space that has passed by, the absence of the 
past. The operation of walking places the sewn points 
on a card. These paths make the process of creating 
the line visible and readable. But it is a process of for-
getting. The aforementioned space, which is crossed, 
becomes empty. Michel De Certeau argues that the 
practice of the procedure replaces the geographical 
space and thus a transformation from the property of 
the geographical system to actions in readability, such 
as „speech acts for pedestrians“ takes place. In the 
next paragraph, the content describes the connection 
between the act of speech and the act or process of 
walking. „The act of walking is to the urban system 
what the speech act is to language (...)“ (de Certeau, 
1984)
 Nevertheless, an existing urban system is the basis 
for the act of walking. As already mentioned, the 
following section deals with the pronunciation of 
rooms that refer to language. The author classifies 
his approach into three abstracts. The first descri-
bes the process of appropriation, the topographical 
system, similar to the keying of words. The movement 
of a walker and the process of speaking depend on 
each other. The next approach is the so-called living 
out of a place, just as living out can be found in the 
language. Relationships between differentiated posi-
tions, physical and philosophical/linguistic, is the last 
section De Certeau attempts to answer. According to 
the author, the Walker has several possibilities within 
the „entire system", because it is the pedestrian who 
creates space to move, such as around obstacles. 
This „whole system" consists of many different factors. 
Only the process of walking makes them exist! They 
are able to create more of these „things“ in a spatial 
way. The overload of Charlie Chaplin's stock is the 
result of other things in an action with the same thing 
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and is cited as an example by De Certeau. It is the 
active selection of what and how and by what means. 
So it is the user of a city who selects the right frag-
ment of a city to cross borders and activate them. 
Based on the above ratings, it's the walker who does 
it! The pedestrian, as he is described by the author, 
represents a reference to his geographical/physical 
position. The use of „here“ and „there“ are spatial 
indicators in verbal communication. 
For example, these adverbs create mobile organicity 
in the environment. Nevertheless, certain modalities, 
which may appear obvious at first glance, may be 
fragmented in the running process: Necessity, (in)
possibility, contingency, exclusion, plausibility, ques-
tionability, obligation, forbidden, permitted; but also 
the combination of arts, styles and applications play 
a very large role in ordinary language. In summary, 
all these modalities are interlinked step by step. They 
vary according to time, route and user/walker/pedest-
rian. Therefore, an unlimited variety of these spaces 
can exist. Nevertheless, these operations are a mere 
approach to this system of utterance: „They therefore 
cannot be reduced to their graphic trail.“ (de Certeau, 
1984)
Just as the walker shapes his path with various 
elements such as curves and detours, the speaker 
uses phrases or stylistic figures. The author describes 
this as „ongoing rhetoric". It describes speaking as 
composing a path (on a map/land). Both the walker 
and the speaker combine styles and applications 
in their respective ways. There is therefore a direct 
connection between style and use within the working 
method. Style is the process of symbols in which the 
use of elements consists of or within a code. They cut 
themselves with the style of use. It is the way of being 
and acting.  While walking, spaces are manipulated, 
as Michel De Certeau suggests. The space used is 
neither alien to the walker nor conform. The same can 
be said within or during the process/act of speaking, 
in the field of language. Both everyday expressions 
to recall the title of the book. Following the example 
of the French philosopher Jean-Francois Augoyard, 
the process is described with the help of two stylistic 
figures: synecdoche and asyndeton. The first to 
describe the substation of one word with another word 
coming from the same meaning (sail instead of ship). 
The asyndeton describes the suppression of linking 
words. In order to understand these two classifications 
in each spatial area, the author uses the phenome-
non of the connection and linking of fragments of 
the space traversed by the walker. The figure al thus 
represents the deeds of this stylistic metamorphosis 

of space. Figures are like moving trees of gestures, as 
De Certeau writes. They are in motion, they disap-
pear, distort, fragment and transform the scene, but 
cannot be fixed in place by images. These numbers 
cannot even be described by a text. The equivalent in 
walking can be found by using different parts of a city, 
which for example disappear, are divided or exaggera-
ted. Since the author calls a paragraph: What makes 
things work, it is interesting that he uses the word 
myth to start it. And also the syntax is not a questi-
on. Thus he categorizes two figures of movement. 
There is either a symbolic order of the unconscious or 
certain processes of subjectivity. Another interesting 
approach, according to the author, is the relationship 
between the place of origin and the nowhere where he 
produces, namely the „past development".  
The process is called „going by". (de Certeau, 1984)
De Certeau also overlaps in this area with dreams 
and places/spaces and therefore poses the question: 
„What is now inseparable from a dreamed place?“ 
While the relationship between spaces and the 
pedestrian continues, the paragraph implies the idea 
that walking is an indeterminate process of absence. 
We would like to argue and ask: „What if walking is 
not indefinite?" so that the city turns to the wanderer 
in search of a place. The author uses the definition of 
this process to be a paradox, rightly so, because the 
city, defined by  spatial attributes, lacks space. Each 
identity of a place becomes symbolic, related to the 
meaning of the spoken words. The room is only cros-
sed. Residents become pedestrians and walkers. On 
the following pages Michel De Certeau tries to catego-
rize names and symbols. The direction of movement 
must refer to the meaning of the words and vice 
versa. Walking and talking can also be introverted or 
extroverted. Spaces turn out to be meaningless, often 
like words and whole fragments of cities become frigh-
tening spatial regulations. With control/surveillance, 
the city keeps its inhabitants under its gaze. Rooms, 
which are often illuminated by foreign reasons, are 
given a meaning by the name or designation, which 
was from the outset thoughtless. You're finally creating 
a nowhere to go. It is often the name of a street or 
a place that leads the wanderer through the urban 
network. Often unconsciously. Names are detached 
from the place/street. In the past they were supposed 
to define imaginary meeting places, but some names 
do not define a space in themselves, as the author 
shows with the example of the Place de la Concorde! 
Street names articulate a second, poetic geography 
over real people. These are simply driven/moved 
by the name. These processes of walking, namely 
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movement, make it possible to recognize the functions 
of a proper name. In complex networks such as 
cities, habitability is another not inadmissible aspect 
alongside movement. In many cases, something must 
be removed from a room to close a gap. The author 
calls these gaps margins. However, if these cavities 
are explicitly reduced to a certain function or order, it 
becomes impossible to breathe. In other cases names 
are replaced by numbers, we know this process from 
the numbers in telephone directories. This can also 
be found in the field of stories and legends of places 
and spaces. What if there's nothing special left in a 
„boring" city? When the only special thing is your own 
home?  „(...) there isn't any place special, except for 
my own home, that's all (...) There isn't anything.“ (de 
Certeau, 1984)
De Certeau also mentions walking and travelling in 
particular, as ways for residents to explore, return and 
remember: „Travel (like walking) is a substitute for 
the legends that used to open up space to something 
different.“ (de Certeau, 1984)
But the question remains, what does travel, walking, 
produce? Do journeys produce an incomprehensibility 
of the past? „A memory is only a Prince Charming 
who stays just long enough to awaken the Sleeping 
Beauties of our wordless stories. Here, there used to 
be a bakery. (...) It is striking here that the places peo-
ple live in are like the presences of diverse absences. 
What can be seen designates what is no longer there“ 
(de Certeau, 1984)
The good thing, according to the author, is that there 
is no place that is not „persecuted“ by any meaning 
or spirit. De Certeau calls the machine the ultimate 
principle. (1984) 
There's always a ghost in one place. Perhaps this can 
be discussed specifically and discussed by us? As an 
example, rather unconventional, serves the idea of 
the panopticon. Places are always fragmentary and 
introverted stories, independent of function. It also 
has something to do with the „well-being" of the users 
of spacenets, because the representation of spatial 
practice stands as the suppression of „well-being“ 
in the language. Perhaps this is due to the spatial 
practices examined in the previous sections? Being in 
one place, existence, is another phenomenon that the 
author deals with. In his opinion his is only a spatial 
practice. It even dates back to childhood and may 
be due to the relationship between the fetus and the 
mother.  A child has always stepped into something 
different and new. These phases could, for example, 
be called repetition, evolution, development, change 
or revolution. The child learns the possibilities of spa-

ce and localization with the relationship to his mother. 
As an object, a child can experience the absence of a 
space through separation from its mother in its early 
stages. De Certeau calls it „dissapearence“. Further-
more, the author deals with the terms railway and 
detention. Being mobile and immobile at the same 
time in the same place is a fairly accurate description 
of this paragraph.  In the order of the moving train, as 
a passenger, the world surrounding us, so consci-
ous of us, suddenly seems surprisingly strange to 
us as part of everyday life. It really surprises us with 
its strangeness. The moving object around us does 
not even move, which reinforces this strange effect. 
According to De Certeau, it's just a simple change 
of perspective. It's kind of in return. There is even a 
comparison with the windows of the Nautilus from the 
book by Jules-Vene „20,000 miles under the sea". The 
window of the submarine compares with the window 
of the railway carriages and the passing world col-
lapses completely. It creates a distance between this 
strange world outside and the viewer. But there is the 
aspect of the machine that is different. It creates the 
sound of walking past spaces and it is this „silence“ 
of the outside world, obviously the movement noise 
is only generated by the train, is unforgettable. De 
Certeau calls the machine the ultimate principle. But 
the machine is invisible in this situation. All she does 
is connect and share. Another obvious connection 
between walking, speaking and the field of urban 
spatial planning. A machine that is never perceptible, 
only the results are visible. This thought allows an 
analogy to the human brain - the machine is never 
visible, but the entire „human being" is controlled by 
it. In the field of transport, the author also considers 
airplanes and ships and asks the question, what is the 
purpose of the act of travel, if the process exists only 
between two social points? Is the terminus/terminal 
the ultimate end to this travel deception? Outside the 
train, the cars suddenly find themselves in complete 
silence and motionlessness. This can again be seen 
as a reference back to a heterotopia. 
A ship - The example of a heterotopia itself. The 
last paragraph has been reviewed and deals with 
the phenomena of spatial stories. Basically, public 
transport is nothing less than a process, and this 
process always tells a story. The narrative structures 
between these stories could have the status of a 
spatial syntax and even regulate changes in a space! 
The process of travel as described above may consist 
of places placed in a line or a non-linear path. This is 
the practice of storytelling in this case. Every meaning 
or story itself lies between these places, from here to 
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there, as passages. The traveller now settles down at 
home at the airport and thus defines his space, which 
gradually becomes his living space. Spatial practices 
are always part of everyday life. It appears as a clue, 
route description, daily news, legend or story. Told 
adventures create geography! They organize walks.  
In this case the author would like to point out the 
difference between maps and itineraries. For the next 
classification, the paragraph deals with the distinction 
between space and place. According to De Certeau, 
a place is a configuration of positions. An element is 
next to each other and never in the same place. The 
room is defined as a practiced place. When the vec-
tors of direction, speed and time intersect. As a final 
example, De Certeau would like to define the daily 
practice of space and place. Therefore he differentia-
tes between the definition of word tour and map. The 
tour can be described as follows: „(...) turn right and 
you'll see the living room (...)“ The way the map might 
look: „(...) the girl's room is next to the kitchen (...)“ (de 
Certeau, 1984) 
The author has obtained these results from a study in 
which he asks New Yorkers how they describe their 
homes. Only three percent used the description of the 
„map style", since the large part uses the definition 
like a „tour guide“. The tour is exclusively operational 
and could be understood as an obvious answer to 
this problem. The „tour“ also serves as a speech act. 
The process consists of a series of paths. To bring 
these results into the field of language, the information 
on tours and maps are questions such as: „Where 
and how do they behave?  De Certeau argues with 
the existence of „Two Poles of Experience". „Tours“ 
are like manipulations of space in a narrative way, 
while the „map“ intervenes only in narrative descrip-
tive spaces, but also heterogeneous places, some 
of which originate from a tradition and others have 
arisen through observation, define such a „map“. But 
these spatial practices can be found in antiquity as 
on medieval maps, where whole tours with stops in 
cities and the duration and time were included on 
foot. The map always spoke of actions and became 
increasingly autonomous. Nevertheless, the tour was 
the predominant factor on these maps. It contained 
all elements of a map. Today, routes and paths are 
linked with illustrations and quotations from places.  
Another equivalent are images on maps, e. g. ships, 
which allow the observation of coastlines and the 
creation of a geographical plan. It's the simulacrum 
to the „tour guy“. But over time, the „map“ gradually 
wins „tour“. It simply eliminates these figurations of 
practices, with geometry and descriptive geometry. 

These so-called „theatres“, also called atlases, collect 
data on traditions and former navigators. The map 
is defined as a state of geographical knowledge. 
According to De Certeau, boundaries, as one of the 
last fragments of spaces, are defined by stories. He 
gives examples from the legal narrative and proces-
sing, in which the linguistic practice always begins at 
the place or in the „scene“. This is inevitable in order 
to understand both arguing and different parties. The 
border on one side or the other is therefore a highly 
explosive issue. In the past, court officials even made 
drawings along their transcripts in court to outline 
boundaries. These were so-called meta-stories. 
These court records have given rise to many legends 
about territories. These stories have functions of 
„spatial planning". For example, the land was divided 
according to these legends and stories. The spatial 
effect could not be overlooked and was exclusively 
influenced by the relationship between space and 
language or their practice. Boundaries change spa-
ces. Consequently, a back-reference is also possible 
here, since their relations in space can describe a 
further development of narrative activity. The author 
describes his last analogy with the title „Borders and 
Bridges“. This contradiction of „borders and bridges" 
triggers stories. The legitimate space faces the alien 
outside world. Therefrom a highly complex network of 
differentiations, a combinatorial system of spaces, is 
again formed. This represents a renewed reference 
back to the topic of „heterotopias“. The explanation of 
this contradiction can become tangible with the help of 
elementary units, such as positioning in perspective, 
pragmatics or syntax. But the comparison of „borders 
and bridges" also creates a paradox - the differenti-
ation points correspond to the common points. This 
represents an inseparability of this connection, which 
poses a great challenge. The theoretical and practical 
problem and the constant ambiguity of borders and 
bridges. Here, too, a change in perspective would 
explain spatial perception and the organisation of 
spaces through movement. From an objective bird's 
eye view, for example, the question of ambiguity 
would probably no longer arise. Rather, „borders and 
bridges" are often a representation of a spatial history 
as a spoken language.
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Fig. 1: De Certeau speaks of the phenomenon of voyeurism. It excites, upsets, disturbs even destroys. In the case of heterotopias, 
voyeurism creates erotic approaches to think of cities.
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Fig. 2: Seen from above, the city provides entirely new perspective. It creates distance and makes it readable. Manhattan has infinite 
heterotopias within, when seen from above.
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Fig. 3: By using and walking through fragments of a city, every individual creates its very own space. No matter the physical appearance 
or superior ordinance.
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Fig. 4: Passages, linking spaces, are spaces by themselves according to Benjamin. Understanding the idea of heterotopia this can be 
true or not. Subjectivity might serve as a key. Yet, the way we create these passages is always the same. Just by using them.
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Fig. 5: Airports and train stations can be the ultimate heterotopic space. As depicted in the movie ‚Terminal‘, the ordinary airport terminal, 
serves as a home. The space created by the users might illustrate the ultimate rational idea of spatial practice and heterotopia.
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The Order Of Things

Michel Foucault presents another thesis in his book 
„The Order Of Things“.
"The Order of Things" is a philosophical and historical 
treatise by Michel Foucault on the history of science 
and Épistémology and Discourse Theory, published 
in 1966. He is concerned with the analysis of the 
unconscious basic attitudes of the scientifically active 
in the period from the Renaissance to the present. 
For these five centuries he sees no continuity in the 
scientific question, but two complete breaks, one in 
the first half of the 17th century and the other around 
the year 1800. Foucault's investigations show the 
completely new way of thinking in three characteristic 
fields of knowledge: Human language, diversity of 
living beings and the economy of human beings. He 
begins with a supposedly classical Chinese taxonomy 
that actually originated from a construct by Jorge Luis 
Borges. 
Chapter 2 is dedicated to the Renaissance way of 
thinking. The researchers of that time were looking 
for outwardly obvious similarities between the things 
that can basically be found in the entire universe. The 
analogies between macrocosm and microcosm, for 
example, are one of the leading ideas. 
In chapters 3 to 6, Foucault shows, in a kind of 
tableau, the scientific effort to obtain complete over-
views of all knowledge for the 17th and 18th century 
classical period in France, i. e. the Baroque period. 
Important terms here are taxonomy and classification. 
The previous accumulation of naturally inaccurate 
similarity relationships is no longer sufficient; instead, 
there is a sense of clear „identities or differences". For 
the study of one's own national language, this means 
a so-called „general grammar": words and sentences 
are supposed to „represent“ things exactly, a linguistic 
order is supposed to assign clear characteristics to 
things in the world. Natural scientists, for their part, 
develop orderly, fixed systematics, where every living 
being is assigned its precise place; here the author re-
fers to the work of Carl von Linné. For the analysis of 
riches, these are now expressed exactly in monetary 
values. 
Chapters 7 and 8 show how around 1800  fundamen-
tally new sciences, namely philology, biology itself 
and political economy, emerged instead of „general“ 
grammar, so-called „natural history" and the traditio-
nal analysis of wealth. Philologists are now studying 
very closely the functioning of the various languages 
with their conjugation and declination endings, with 
historical sound shifts and ablaut series. Thus they 

recognize the historicity and kinship of the languages. 
The biologists no longer stare at superficial differen-
ces between the animals, but compare them anatomi-
cally and examine their hidden organ systems. They 
also notice the historicity of life. Economists are finally 
discovering the central importance of human labor as 
the source of every value and at the same time the 
historical forms of production. Thus at this time more 
and more the human being himself - as the one who 
speaks and lives and works - moves into the field of 
vision of the researchers. 
It is therefore only in the 9th and 10th (and last) 
chapters that Foucault comes to speak of the human 
being as a scientific topic and of the „human sciences" 
emerging in the 19th century, which are mentioned 
in the subtitle of the book, and by which Foucault 
understands psychology, sociology and the history 
of culture, ideas and science. In the foreword, which 
only refers to the German edition, Foucault says, his 
urgency of the book is based mainly on the abo-
ve-mentioned topics, which he would like to clarify and 
introduce to the reader, but which also raise a number 
of problems. The Author asks the reader to read his 
book as a user manual and yet freely decide how to 
deal with the contents of the book. 
He also explained that the work has not yet been 
completed and that many unanswered questions and 
open gaps remain, which refer to earlier works that 
have not yet been completed or even started, so that 
at the moment the gaps cannot be closed and the 
questions cannot be answered. The first problem to 
which he came to speak is the mere lack of „interest“ 
in French philosophy. He says that all other disciplines 
are as too saturated with empirical thought, as the 
most indeterminate of chance or incursions. The areas 
of living beings, linguistics and economics are more 
than compensated by the empirical sciences such as 
mathematics, cosmology and physics, the so-called 
„noble sciences". The former ones, to which Foucault 
refers, are based on the suspicion of being left to 
chance, of having ideas or of being too deeply based 
on liberations. Foucault writes that these sciences 
have an „irregular“ history.
At least he expects from these sciences that they 
create clarity about a state of consciousness, an 
intellectual fashion, a mixture of archaism and bold 
conjecture, of inspiration and blindness, i. e. that 
they „enlighten“ the empirical fields. Foucault asks 
the question, what if the empirical science that is at 
the right time could even formregularity, would these 
sciences still be called irregular? But what if empirical 
knowledge at a given time and within a given culture 
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really had a well-defined regularity? The second 
edition of this comparative study by Foucault is an 
implicit reference for the reader, who is aware that 
any type of classification is based on elements placed 
and arranged side by side for comparison. Foucault 
wants to show these elements, which are connected 
with the knowledge about living beings, language and 
economy, side by side, as mentioned above. In the 
next step, these elements are included in a kind of 
philosophical discourse of their time. 
As already mentioned, it refers to the 17th-19th cen-
tury. But Foucault tries to work in a rather small way 
and therefore claims that he tries to concentrate only 
on the „regional philosophy". 
Many results of the comparison of elements within 
a certain order, range or system, as he calls them, 
often differ greatly from other known classifications. 
He tries to compare biology with linguistics instead of 
comparing two elements of the mere biological sys-
tem. Therefore it was necessary to move or change 
borders, to move elements far away from each other 
together - all previous common classifications had to 
be abandoned.
 As an example, the author tries to compare the repro-
ductive system with linguistics, common ideology, sign 
language, the hierarchy of needs and the exchange 
of goods at a given time, instead of combining two 
different modes of reproduction in the field of biology. 
According to Foucault, it was necessary to completely 
abandon any classification known up to that point, but 
it was necessary to know the common classification 
and the classical classification. He calls this the field 
of untouched natural history or an analysis of treasu-
res. This analysis does not take into account political 
arithmetic and Foucault therefore saw a network of 
analogies between all different elements. 
As an example he finds isomorphs between the clas-
sifications of plants and the theory of money. 
The place where these findings took place was newly 
founded by Foucault. The space of knowledge! He 
tries to explain this specific space at a certain point in 
time, but not its origin. The author wants to reveal a 
positive unconscious of knowledge. 
The third issue is an attempt by Foucault to give ex-
amples of why the many works of scientific historians 
have failed to justify his approaches. 
These historians work at a certain level that deals with 
the progress of discovery, the emergence of problems, 
and the collision with different viewpoints. 
So they were engaged in investigations on their own 
objects in order to form their concepts and to build 
their theories. This particular level, which is the level 

ground for these empirical works, also describes pro-
cesses and results of scientific consciousness, which 
Foucault certainly does not do. 
He prefers to describe the plane, the ground itself. 
The history of science also causes influences, forma-
tive philosophies, new themes, but also confusion. 
But it tries to form hard fact-based philosophies that, 
according to Foucault, are not caught up by empirics. 
This is a mere negative point, criticizes Foucault about 
the ground being worked on. So he does not try to 
reshape this (unconscious) consciousness, but builds 
it up and calls it „positive unconsciousness". This par-
ticular kind of (in)consciousness escaped the attention 
of scientists from the fields of natural history, econo-
mics and grammar, but also from classical sciences 
in general. Empirical works are not very aware of this 
theme, and if they are, they are rather superficial. 
Nevertheless, they still shape their theories on this 
unknown subject. Foucault arbitrarily calls this design 
level the „archaeological level". Finally, Foucault 
mentions three other problems that must be taken into 
account when studying his work. The first of these 
problems is change. He writes about the suddenness 
and thoroughness with which changes take place in 
different areas and disciplines at the same time. Many 
similar changes are obviously taking place in many 
different disciplines. 
Around 1800, the grammar used was suddenly 
replaced, anatomy slowly found its place in the class 
of natural science, biology and the economy was 
increasingly linked to political influences. 
These changes were the reason for Foucault's investi-
gations. He claims that change within a particular dis-
cipline has nothing to do with the emergence of a new 
discipline, but redistribution within a discipline is not a 
new class or category. These questions simply cannot 
be dealt with at the same level. Foucault explains this 
by writing about the „combination of transformations". 
He tries to combine and characterize these transfor-
mations that characterize the emergence of biology, 
political economy, philology, a whole number of 
human sciences and philosophy. As a further problem 
he sees what the term „causality“, brings with it. It is 
difficult to say what a specific change has done in a 
particular field of science and what is the reason for 
such a specific change. There are no final methodo-
logical principles on which such an analysis could 
be based. There are general changes that change a 
science as a whole. 
The author describes that there is the „highest level" 
of change in the empirical sciences. However, one 
does not know how an articulation that is so complex 
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and varied in composition really happens. 
Foucault says:  „Einflüsse verschiedener Art schienen 
mir zum größten Teil mehr magischer als tatsächlicher 
Natur“ The last problem he describes is that of the 
subject. There is a distinction between the epistemolo-
gical level of knowledge and the archaeological levels 
of knowledge. It can therefore be said that under em-
piricism the confusion must be overcome. Sometimes 
the role of the elements is not determined because it 
does not give answers but describes the change itself. 
Foucault confronts the scientific consciousness with 
his already mentioned new terminology of the „archa-
eological level“ of science. 
He asks whether it is possible to talk about science wi-
thout mentioning the scientist. The history of science 
seems from beginning to end to be the spontaneous 
movement of an anonymous „corpus of knowledge“. 
(Foucault, 1966)
The author does not wish to deny the usefulness 
of the descriptions of the intellectual career or the 
possibility of a history of theories, concepts, sub-
jects. Foucault merely assumes that there can be no 
regularity outside the boundaries of the system. So 
what conditions and what places were there to form 
the regularity? How can we accomplish this task? 
Relative to this topic, the author could not make much 
progress, since a scientific discourse represents such 
a complex reality, so that an access on other levels 
and with different methods can be found hardly, or 
only with difficulty. Foreword: 
A Chinese encyclopedia, and thus related to a text by 
Borges, in which different, real, and completely ficti-
tious animals and mythical creatures were classified 
into certain fields and categories, serves this book as 
a basis.
If one looks at this classification of animals (tamed 
dogs next to milk pigs or legendary creatures), one 
immediately reaches the limits of the thinking of our 
time and of space, which shakes all ordered surfaces 
and all plans of society. This „exotic magic" of other 
thinking is called taxinomy. Can we even imagine? Do 
we even have to imagine that? Is there something we 
can't think about? Foucault's division into states, even 
mythical creatures immediately give a place, an order, 
or a certain belonging. They become tangible with the 
help of the millennial handling of the same and the 
other. It's the classic theme of real and not real. Cruel, 
ugly and brutal creatures have become indispensab-
le, rather the short way to the next category, which 
could be the common dog, is hard to imagine and yet 
unbelievable.
 According to Foucault, these elements and objects 

could not exist without the space given to them.
 Also here it is the distance to the next category and 
to her room, which is hardly imaginable. Things only 
need space and language (linguistics) to exist and 
coexist. Thus spaces in which this (co)existence takes 
place are destroyed. The animal from the category 
„(...) drawn with fine camel hair" and „(...) gesticulating 
like mad“ (Borges, 1942) can never exist next to each 
other, except in a certain space, e. g. in a language or 
a set of lines on a paper, says Foucault. However, this 
alphabetical series, which links each of these catego-
ries with all the others, transcends our imagination of 
possible thinking. The categories themselves are ne-
ver stable towards their contents and elements! Does 
this neighborhood of unrelated things even exist? 
“Wenn alle aufgeteilten Tiere sich ausnahmslos in 
einem der Felder der Distribution befinden, heißt das 
dann, daß all die anderen sich nicht darin befinden?“ 
Based on this quote, first approaches to the explanati-
on of heterotopias could occur. In the next paragraph, 
Foucault focuses on the distinction between utopia 
and heterotopia. Utopias provide comfort. They evolve 
but have no real place or place; they enliven cities by 
offering them avenues, green parks and easily acces-
sible countries, even if their access might be chimeri-
cal. Heterotopias are more regulated and disturbing. 
They move and thus enable fables and discourses; 
they even undermine the existence of grammar and 
language. Foucault implies the imaginary system that 
people carry within themselves. Within this system, if 
one finds a place, China, for example, is the place of 
space where this imaginary system could exist. With 
all the myths, language, borders and categorisations 
within the same country, China could be attractive for 
this theme, Foucault said. It is spoken of as China, 
which has a more hierarchical culture. 
The question remains as to where we need to be 
in order to carry out a reflective categorization. The 
example that a cat and a dog are less similar than two 
greyhounds in the same category or order is a cause 
for thought for Foucault. But this demanding empirical 
task is for him the ultimate and final task. The unini-
tiated would still be able to recognize and approach 
commonalities, if not relativize them, and create an or-
der of any kind, for it is not a matter of connecting con-
sequences, but of approximating, analyzing, isolating, 
adapting, and nesting concrete contents. Foucault 
calls this process the beginning of the simplest order. 
These ideas are increasingly nourished by language, 
an element for the application of which one does not 
have to be an empiricist. Foucault gives him the name 
„the code of language“. This system of elements, a 
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definition of the segments in which the similarities 
and differences may appear, the types of variation by 
which these segments may be touched, and finally 
the threshold above which there is a difference and 
below which there is similarity, is indispensable for the 
establishment of the simplest order. Scientific theories 
or the explanations of philosophers explain why there 
is generally an order, what law it obeys, what principle 
it follows and for what reason it exists. It can be stated 
that these orders are perhaps not the only possible or 
best, because there are certain „silent“ orders. Orders 
are truer than theories because they seek an explicit 
form, an expressive application, or a philosophical 
justification. 
Now, after one has in a profound way a rough draft of 
an order, that is, the inner law of things, the secret net, 
the grid of a gaze, an attention, a language or catego-
ry, in which one can place elements side by side, the 
next interesting approach, the supposedly mystical, 
arises from empirical questions: 
Where has this knowledge formed to shape cate-
gories? What are the conditions for the existence of 
categories? Foucault approaches these empirical 
questions with the idea of cognition - perception 
(insight). 
“Was wir an den Tag bringen wollen, ist das epistemo-
logische Feld, die episteme, in der die Erkenntnisse, 
außerhalb jedes auf ihren rationalen Wert oder ihre 
objektiven Formen bezogenen Kriteriums betrachtet, 
ihre Positivität eingraben und so eine Geschichte 
manifestieren, die nicht die ihrer wachsenden Per-
fektion, sondern eher die Bedingungen ist, durch die 
sie möglich werden.“ (What we want to bring to light 
is the epistemological field, the episteme, in which 
the cognitions, outside of any context related to their 
rational value or their objective forms, are criterion, 
burying their positivity and thus manifesting a history 
that is not that of their growing perfection, but rather 
the conditions by which they become possible.) 
(Foucault, 1966)
In a further consideration, Foucault combines the field 
of historical ideas with the empirical sciences. Accor-
ding to his thesis, the theory of representation has 
decreased since the 19th century. This means that the 
classification basis in the respective area has expired. 
The new component is instead the idea of historicism. 
These are profound aspects of a new analysis. The 
organization of beings: If one looks at all of Foucault's 
approaches and ideas in the introductory sections, 
the more detailed way in which things and elements, 
„creatures“, „beings“, are presented in each chapter 
could be neither empirical nor too confusing. 

Foucault finds his source of thought in the natural 
history of the years 1775 to 1795, where, as he writes, 
many similar changes have taken place in the most 
distant scientific fields, the principle of classification 
has never been questioned! Distinctions can only be 
made by using different attributes to distinguish ele-
ments that are representative in nature and therefore 
visible. The representation happens on a singular, 
always related to the respective object, the base and 
becomes visible. They represent a mission. Within 
these systems, the distinctions are usually changeab-
le. Historicism thus isolates and defines things in their 
own coherence and imposes on them forms of order 
implied by the continuity of time. Consequently, some 
elements become a figure of history with or due to 
the mightiness of its past. Man, however, represents 
a certain crack in this order of things, a configuration 
drawn by the new disposition. From this followed 
anthropology, i. e. the general reflection on man. This 
forms a threshold of modernity in the 19th century. For 
archaeological analysis, the very classical knowledge, 
or rather this very threshold, that separates us from 
classical thinking and forms our modernity, is the best 
choice. In the 18th century, many obvious differences 
serve as the ultimate factor of determination. Foucault 
approaches this idea by juxtaposing methodologists 
and systematists:  “Der einzige Unterschied lag darin, 
daß für die Systematiker die repräsentativen Elemente 
von Anfang an festgelegt waren, während sie sich für 
die Methodiker allmählich bei einer fortschreitenden 
Konfrontation herauslösten.“ (The only difference was 
that for the systematists the representative elements 
were fixed from the outset, while for the methodists 
they were gradually detached in the course of a pro-
gressive confrontation.) (Foucault, 1966)
But according to Foucault, categorizations are of 
representative function. The entire process, albeit in 
a related way, a rough structuring of attributes and 
finally an organization, takes place in four steps: 1st 
hierarchy of attributes The species are not diversified 
next to each other and in their greatest diversity. An 
investigation group is limited and accepted. Under 
certain fields, attributes are never omitted and are 
constant, while other attributes may occur more 
frequently, but not all the time. The third distinction is 
called „sometimes constant, sometimes variable“.  
A pure definition of these categories cannot be deter-
mined as they do not approach the basics. Each indi-
vidual categorization has certain characteristics that 
differ from other categories. These are often attributes 
that make it possible to distinguish them visibly and 
are therefore fundamental. Each further categorization 
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becomes more and more detailed. They should only 
be visual or obvious to us. 2nd attributes associated 
with a function Here there is a reference to the old 
theory of signatures or markings. Many elements 
carry the most essential signs visible on the surface, 
which is a sound basis for any kind of categorization. 
These „characters“ and attributes specify the main 
function of the object to be categorized. Foucault calls 
it „importance“. These visual signals are thus linked to 
the entire company. 
For example: The nutrition of an animal can be traced 
back to small details (these visual signals, attributes) 
such as teeth, muscles, claws. These attributes are 
not related to themselves! But this idea is only the 
tip of organizations. Nevertheless, it is the basis for 
common classes and categories. Therefore, the attri-
butes that occure in a fairly constant manner are the 
most important. So the characteristic is not created 
by a relationship of the visible with itself. It is merely 
the visible main defining element of a complex and 
hierarchical organization in which the function plays 
an essential command role. 3rd term life Foucault 
gives us the idea that human organs correlate with 
each other AND the entire system, the body, to keep 
the being alive. It enables us to create orders and 
categories out of this idea. For example: Classification 
of animals according to the hooves they have to move 
in order to survive. So these banal attributes, which 
are the deepest to understand the scientific field of 
categories of things, might be hidden. 
Foucault calls it the „construction“ of animals, instead 
of using hidden attributes, to be simpler and more 
argumentative. These entities not only categorize the 
visible representative attributes, but instead contribute 
to relationships between visible and hidden attributes. 
The attribute itself assumes the role of a visible sign 
approaching the hidden depth. Foucault calls it the 
„coherent whole of an organization". These peculiari-
ties, which remain as common, are all the more cons-
tant. The most constant relationships are those that 
belong to the most regrettable parts. From this it can 
be understood how the concept of life and the arran-
gement of natural beings has become indispensable. 
Meanwhile one can also grasp the depth of the body 
and thus find even more common characteristics. In 
addition, physique was defined as the most important 
consideration. Classifying no longer means referring 
the visible to oneself by assigning one of its elements 
the task of representing the others, but in an analysis 
of rotating motion means referring the visible to the 
invisible as well as to its deep cause. 
In the future, the old characteristic will take on the role 

of a visible sign again. 4th classification and nomen-
clature. As long as the division consisted in a progres-
sively nested division of the visible space, it was very 
understandable that the demarcation and designation 
of this totality could take place equivalently. Foucault 
focuses strongly on the link between the categories 
and their respective names, the nomenclature. 
Only by deciding on a category and a corresponding 
name within that order will any possibility of division 
and differentiation within that space, at that time or 
place, become accessible. The class and its name are 
isomorphic. It is therefore possible to design catego-
ries according to attributes and not only according 
to their names. An introduction could be the idea of 
moving back from the visible to the hidden. 
The right nomenclature makes it profound to do so. 
The name of an element could terminate its function, 
as Foucault has already mentioned. For example: 
The name of a human organ is marked by its vitalizing 
function. The name itself is too boring! It is of the hig-
hest order to consider the name of the class and the 
species. The name is the mere superficial attribute, 
its function lies in its depth. Another approach that 
Foucault must address is similarity and its relationship 
to each other. First and foremost, the entire system 
must be considered in order to overlook possible and 
seemingly fascinating relationships. Names (nomen-
clature), type, classification, intersections. 
They all form the order in which empirical ideas can 
exist and function. The order of the words and the 
order of the beings only coincide in an artificially de-
fined line. But Foucault is not the only source of these 
approaches. He takes up the ideas of the Swedish 
naturalist Carl von Linné, who created modern bota-
nical and zoological taxonomy with the help of binary 
nomenclature. He uses the ideas of „juxtaposition“ 
and „intusseption“. The former, for example, allows 
a mineral to grow, while the latter allows plants to 
grow and develop. The idea behind this, according to 
Foucault, is again the subordination of attributes and 
their linking with corresponding functions. Thus he 
categorizes them into space, but the term „category“ 
is no longer satisfactory. The organisation of things 
is structured and they depend on this structure and 
the attributes. This is how the depth is introduced into 
the rooms. Finally, Foucault offers another example 
of categorization, approaching natural history and 
the separation of organic and inorganic. Only these 
two categories really exist in this field. In another 
nomenclature, they are organized and non-organized 
classes. Again here is the term „build“ of species, the 
ultimate nomination and idea of classification between 
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visual structures and their relationship. 
However, the build is nothing more than a mere 
attribute. It bends, changes, this taxonomic space. 
The attribute itself is space, space for categorization. 
This idea is fundamental to Foucault and his thinking. 
Especially between 1775 and 1795, as claimed at the 
beginning of the introductory section, all categories of 
the three or four kingdoms disappear. 
The only idea considered is the comparison of organic 
and inorganic. It can be classified, in a more philoso-
phical approach, with the idea of life and death. Thus 
in all living beings both forces appear, both systems. 
According to Foucault, it can be described as „the 
opposition of the two empires". 
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Fig. 6: Placing opposing things next to each other, enables us to read them. What we see might not always be homogeneous, yet we 
might perceive reality. The visuals can thus create an opposing image by itself.
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Fig. 1: De Certeau speaks of the phenomenon of voyeurism. It excites, upsets, disturbs even destroys. In the case of heterotopias, 
voyeurism creates erotic approaches to think of cities.

32

Fig. 7/8: The classification of things, based on anthropological and scientific approaches, is the cause for Foucault, enabling us to un-
derstand the creation of opposing spaces. The Chinese Encyclopedia, namely used by Jorge Luis Borges, is the base for this approach.
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Fig. 1: De Certeau speaks of the phenomenon of voyeurism. It excites, upsets, disturbs even destroys. In the case of heterotopias, 
voyeurism creates erotic approaches to think of cities.
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Fig. 9: What do we see? What does it mean? Not always does the surface reveal its outer perception. Yet, reality might be hidden some-
where else.



35



36

TEN PLACES

Dissecting Innsbruck

Planötzenhof – Hötting

Based on the discussions with the literature summa-
rized above, ten arbitrary rooms in Innsbruck are now 
to be considered. These are analysed and supple-
mented with a fictitious story based only on an object 
found at the site. 
At the beginning the “Planötzenhof“ is selected. 
This rather remote area in the north west of Innsbruck 
accommodates right in the center of our observation 
area the traditional and ‘ancient’ farm “Planötzenhof”. 
Still active for dairy farming, the farm also serves food 
lovers, tourists and hikers for a peaceful rest and 
view over the entire city. The area is therefore starting 
point for many hikers and mountain bike trails and 
offering many smaller remote and peaceful retreat 
areas to enjoy nature. Yet, being a remote place, the 
“Planötzenhof“ and adjacent trails to the “Nordkette“ 
and “Hungerburg“ are quite easy and fast accessible. 
It offers many enjoyable opportunities to escape the 
buzzing city vibe and to relax in the middle of mother 
nature, side by side with traditional farming culture. 
Observing the area, it is obvious, as described in our 
paragraph, that hiking, mountain biking, relaxing in 
the nature or simply enjoying the view are the main 
activities around the “Planötzenhof“. Given the steep 
entries to trails and paths, a supporting hiking stick 
or pole is a fitting relief for any person. This piece of 
wood, leaning against a trash bin, is not only in the 
right shape to fulfill any supporting function of a hiking 
stick, it also has the right size. After the exhausting 
descent from surrounding alps, the stick has found 
a place to rest and get ready for its next tour with a 
stranger, carrying it from the urban to the mountain. 

Botanical Garden

Afterwards, the entrance area of the Botanical Garden 
will be examined more closely.
Between the heavy used main street “Fürstenweg“ in 
the south and the Botanical Garden to its north, this 
area of observation offers many differing and exciting 
views and places. The “Fürstenweg“, stretching 
from the northern end of the “Universitätsbrücke”, 
all the way west to the airport of Innsbruck, is one 
of the busier roads around central Innsbruck. In our 
specific area, it accommodates a lot of industrial and 
commercial buildings. In its appearance it is, what we 

call a “typical urban space“. As its contrary part, the 
area is edged by the botanical garden in the north. 
Founded in 1906, it serves as an educational as well 
as recreational place within the city center. Sheltering 
over 7000 types of plants, it offers a great opportunity 
to spend some time and get rested from a stressful 
day in the city. But although being a peaceful and 
nature bound place, or park so to speak of, its high 
frequency of visitors gives it a more tourist vibe, than 
other retreat places around the center. 
Being in the total mix between heavy used traffic 
and soothing among exotic plants and greenery, the 
feather and the stone, totally fit their respective sour-
ces. Right adjacent to new and modern residential 
buildings, an abandoned house is somehow the main 
attraction along the busy “Fürstenweg“. Small shops 
and a gas station are not that exciting. But the strong 
contrasts of the crumbling building, with demolition 
already in progress, and the adjacent surroundings 
create a totally new place within this place, something 
we examined throughout the course of this semester. 
Yet, the feather, found on the sidewalk in front of the 
entrance of the botanical garden, might seem obvious, 
given is near to the garden. But we just came around 
the corner from central, downtown Innsbruck, so these 
green, untouched areas are again creating their very 
own places within places. Just like the bird, on the 
way to the nest, his home and shelter, as it lost its 
feather. 

Universitätsbrücke

In addition, the university bridge is located further to 
the south east. 
As already mentioned, the eastern beginning of the 
“Fürstenweg“ is right on the northern side of the “Uni-
versitätsbrücke“. Due to its location between the uni-
versity and the adjacent student housing and dorms, 
the area is literally occupied by students and young 
city dwellers, walking to auditoriums, cycling home or 
relaxing in the sun on the riverfront. The entire area 
is also a main connector hub for the oldtown to the 
north, south and west, served by countless public 
transport stops, trams and bus lines. 
There might not be any other place around “Inns-
bruck“, where a beer bottle cap on the floor is more 
fitting than here. Relaxing on the waterfront, nume-
rous student housings and dorms, bars cafes and the 
university, are attractors for activities accompanied 
by a tasty bottle of beer. Leave the auditorium, get 
dressed in your flat share, grab the bottle and off we 
go. Meeting people around the area is also one of our 
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personal links to the place, so maybe the cap might 
have been lost by ourselves. 
Again, details matter!

Friedhof Mariahilf

North of central Innsbruck is one of the main land-
marks on this side of the river Inn, the church of 
“Mariahilf“, named after the city district, being of the 
oldest ones in the city. Its location in the heart of a 
residential area is quite unique and remarkable due to 
the density of the neighborhood, offering diverse con-
trasts between modern residential buildings, old town 
houses from the founding period of “Innsbruck“ and 
the church with its beautiful cemetery. The western 
edge of our area is being formed by the “Kirschental-
gasse“, a narrow and very popular shortcut, heavily 
used by pedestrians and cyclists. This alley, once 
again, is framed by a classical mixed used building in 
a founding period similar town house style. 
The cemetery around the church of “Mariahilf“ serves 
not only its purpose as a final resting place, but in 
contrast, as a vivid pathway and shortcut for adjacent 
dweller. People pass through the cemetery at any 
given time, saving time and mileage. Thus, it becomes 
a vibrant place, so to speak of. Rather unusual, given 
its purpose. So, the frequency of people using the pa-
ths of the cemetery, make it inevitable to find leftover 
traces from one or the other. Snacking on crackers or 
sweets on your way home from school, might have, 
unfortunately, led to trash around the area. Yet, these 
pieces of trash do certainly tell a story. Might it be 
as just described, or was it a plain sweet dessert for 
the local gravedigger, craving for energy after laying 
people to their final rest? Anyhow, small details make 
these rather sensitive places exciting to observe and 
spend time around. 

Dreiheiligenstrasse

A very well-known area and location for many 
students, due to the “Bäckerei“ culture house. The 
observation area led from the mall “Sillpark“ along 
the river Sill all along to the “Zeughaus“, one of 
“Innsbruck’s“ museums. Walking along the river you 
can easily notice the transition from commercial 
over mixed use areas to purely residential area right 
around the entrance of the “Zeughaus“. Along with this 
transition the entire area gets denser with every inter-
section and block. The western edge is the, also well 
known by students and night lovers, viaducts, serving 

railways on top and the nightlife with clubs and bars 
underneath mixed with light industry and commercial 
accommodations. Right in the middle of the area, old 
residential buildings with a lot of construction and 
renovation in progress can be observed. If at all, this 
area might be one affected by gentrification. Many 
young families and students can be observed in this 
rather older area of “Innsbruck“, in combination with 
new ‘pop-up’ stores and a vibrant student scene, the 
area is really inviting and enjoyable. 
The random thing we found here on site is rather 
inspiring for a plausible yet exciting background story. 
They offer storytelling in combination with their place 
of discovery like nothing else.
The buyer of a pack of Camel Blues and Marlboros, 
on a motorway restaurant in Italy, on its way home to 
Innsbruck on the 31st of March around 10pm might 
be a student, living in Innsbruck. Due to a packed 
schedule on Monday April 1st, the roadhouse, selling 
cigarettes was the last idea to have the craving for to-
bacco stopped, at least over the next few days.  He or 
she might have visited family in South Tyrol over the 
weekend. We all know at least ‘one of those’ students. 
So, this object is totally coinciding with its source, 
as described, the area north and north-east of the 
Sillpark Mall is a very young, modern and vibrant are 
filled with students and young people in the mix with 
some long-established dwellers and their families.

Mühlauer Brücke

In the centre of this area is the “Mühlauer Brücke“ 
across the river Inn, connecting “Mühlau“ in the north 
and “Saggen“ to the south. To its feet and being one 
of the most important landmarks in the entire area, 
east of the centre of “Innsbruck“, the old station of the 
“Hungerburg“ railway is situated.Until 2010 the station 
building in the shape of a rotunda also accommodated 
the 360° degrees painting, displaying the battle of the 
“Bergisel“ against Napoleon. The former railway led 
to the “Hungerburg“ area climbing over 280 meters 
of elevation. Just 1 short of its 100-year anniversary, 
the railway was being put to rest, relocated and newly 
designed by Zaha Hadid. The area of observation 
is what we would label as an indefinable place. 
Being dissected by main and heavily used streets in 
combination with road works in progress, it is a rather 
hostile environment to spend time. 
Like the first observation space, this area lies right 
to the feet of several hike trails and mountain bike 
paths. So, it is not quite a new thing to come across 
spare parts of a bicycle. A taillight was next to the old 
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and abandoned “Hungerburg“ tram station. Maybe 
the biker left it there on purpose, due to malfunction, 
or he or she simply lost it. Being literally adjacent to 
the façade of the station building, the bicycle might 
have been parked here and someone bumped into 
it, causing the taillight to fall apart. This simple object 
offers so many possibilities on the respective location 
what might have happened. Just across the bridge, 
the building along the sidewalk accommodate several 
facilities for cultural and political exchange. Something 
like a café, a music store specialized on old vinyl’s, 
the main office of a local political establishment and a 
small but lovely book and magazine dealer. This shop 
offers on its doorstep free magazines and old books. 
The magazine of choice was the Non-Smoker News. 
Curious what it might offer, it is simply fitting, being 
located between a café, a restaurant and a music 
store.
This area located next to the well-known “Pradler 
Saggen“ blocks and the “Südtirolersiedlungen“ borde-
ring the river Sill, was observed by us as one larger 
space, being right next to each other in one path 
leading from the river “Sill“ south-west to the church 
of “Pradl“. It is a highly condensed residential area, 
with many formerly perimeter development housing 
types being demolished and replaced by denser and 
higher residential blocks. Though the entire process 
of the area serving social housing is still apparent. 
With some exceptions along smaller alleys, where 
single-family detached homes can be found, most of 
them with green gardens, the large perimeter block 
with its community court in the centre, is the predomi-
nant visual appearance all over the place. Along main 
connectors, like the Langer Weg or the Andechsstras-
se, some mixed can be observed, mainly pharmacies, 
small cafes or shops. Walking all along the riverfront 
of the “Sill“ or the railway along the viaducts, one 
could say, there might be shift or transition of social 
class towards east, south-east. Yet, the southern 
border of our area is a fascinating and contrary one. 
Located between the high frequent highway connector 
next to the shopping area east, known as “DEZ“ and 
the “IKEA“ area, and the social housing blocks of the 
“Pradler Saggen“ with its main streets, the places 
around the “Klappholzstrasse“ with the sports fields 
and the large greenery, actively in use by farmers and 
city dwellers operating allotment gardens, really invite 
to spend some time, rest and retreat once again from 
the buzzing surroundings.  
As in the paragraph, analysing this area of interest, 
which we summarized to one larger space, as the 
path we took, was one large one leading us through 

all three sectors. The metal lug, might it be from a 
soda pop can, beer, bottled champagne or some 
kind of energy drink, we might never know. At least 
the scent was neutral. Thus, the source between a 
bus stop on the “Reichenauer Straße“ and the inner 
courtyard of an adjacent residential housing complex, 
might tell the story of some young people having a 
Friday or Saturday night meet and having a drink or 
two. Right at the moment we found our object, the bus 
stop was occupied by people sipping from metal cans, 
so this place tells the story by just observing it long 
enough. Turning left on the main connector into the 
backside of the “Reithmann Gymnasium“, the housing 
situation transforms into a less dense single-family 
detached home type with gardens. Most of these 
gardens have a lot of trees and observing the “Mader-
spergerstraße“, it felt like being in the middle of a park 
or a forest, to speak of. But being in the heart of one 
of the densest residential areas around Innsbruck, 
the lonely fir cone on the sidewalk simply stood out. 
Further on our observation tour, the area around the 
sports and soccer fields, offer some hidden places 
with benches to rest in the sun. That’s where our last 
objects, two cigarette buds, heritate from. Strangely, 
both buds, were not burnt and used for smoking. The 
forward end was twisted off and the paper dangling 
from the filter squeezed together and twisted again. 
Maybe the owner of these cigarette buds luckily 
decided to quit smoking on this special day on this 
special location. Immediately the place gets an overly 
important attribute for a human. Small details tell the 
story here. Or the cigarettes were destroyed in the 
way we found it, by boredom. The owner might want 
to light the cigarette, but nervously he played on them 
in the inner side of his pockets. By accident he destro-
yed two of them. So, the place offers a unique variety 
of interpretative approaches. Thus, it creates a rather 
specific place for someone, on an apparently non-ex-
citing space in the middle of a non-exciting area.

Trientlgasse – Gewerbegebiet Innsbruck

A pure industrial area in the most eastern part of 
“Innsbruck“, between the main street “Langer Weg“ 
and the “Trientlgasse/Valiergasse“ leading east to the 
mall “DEZ“ and “IKEA“. The observation was rather 
unspectacular and odd, compared to the other areas 
being more urban and vivid. The heavy traffic around 
the space was stressful and in combination with no 
other pedestrians around it felt like being on a motor-
way. Around the places, all the main city maintenance 
authorities, like water supply, electricity management 
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or waste plant is dominating the street front. Along 
with some smaller car workshops and one larger fast 
food store, this area could even be compared with 
some suburban dominated US neighbourhoods.
As a more remarkable landmark, if one could speak of 
one, is the former migration housing on the intersecti-
on between “Langer Weg“ and “Trientlgasse“. 
It is rather a miracle, to come across anything like an 
object, formerly belonging to someone, other than 
dirt and trash in the bushes. Analyzed as an indus-
trial area, completely free from residential use, the 
only thing we were able to spot was this little metal 
horseshoe. Given the size and details, it might have 
served as a collectible for someone. Found at a bus 
stop, it might have fell out of a wallet or the pocket of 
a jacket. Somehow sad to think about it, due to the 
apparent purpose of a lucky charm.
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Fig. 10: Feather, cigarette bud and a condom. Found near the “Universitätsbrücke
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Fig. 11: The abandoned house and its new replacement. Seen on “Fürstenweg”.
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Fig. 12: Political messages within a “Südtiroler Siedlung”. Seen in “Pestalozzi Strasse”.
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Fig. 13: Multi-language warning signs within a residential complex in the area of “Reichenau”.
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Fig. 14: Art or vandalism? Seen near the “Zeughaus”.
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Fig. 15: Abandoned tram station of the “Hungerburg”.
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Fig. 16: The untouched nature offers various possibilities. From hiking to relaxing. Seen around the “Planötzenhof”.
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Explaining Innsbruck

These freely invented stories are now to be intensi-
fied, supplemented and expanded. 

Universitätsbrücke

A few steps north of the Inn, a few minutes' walk 
west of the university bridge and surrounded by a 
conglomerate of educational institutions and resi-
dential buildings, the “Prandtauerufer“ stretches out. 
Along this green idyll runs a bicycle or footpath which 
crosses Innsbruck from east to west. Students as well 
as tourists, commuters and excursionists make this a 
highly frequented traffic route. In the midst of an urban 
space that could not be more urban, however, the 
“Prandtauerufe“r creates its very own space through 
the multitude of children's playgrounds, sports fields 
and green spaces. 
This special atmosphere is enjoyed by people of all 
target groups, whereby each visitor defines his or her 
own individual space. A closer look at the adjacent 
building reveals that the school on the Inn plays a 
very special role for this location. The windows of the 
classrooms in which the children of the primary and 
special school are taught are oriented towards the 
Prandtauerufer - a certain atmosphere, almost an 
ideology, which is also transferred into the interior of 
the school. But this is disturbed by the orange flashing 
construction site light. This Light, however, truly tells a 
very different story than one would expect in this place 
- also a very different story of space, which is cons-
tantly changed, defined and shaped by many different 
individuals. A construction site light leaned against a 
tree in the middle of a green meadow. Here the ideo-
logy of Foucault and his references to the Chinese 
encyclopedia come to bear. Unexpected and absurd, 
but possible only by positioning the listed objects. It is 
the story of a landscape gardener who was instructed 
to cut down the tree because it would keep too much 
sunlight from the classrooms. The young man often 
visited this place himself and unconsciously perceived 
it as a heterotopia, because every visitor changes 
the place and thus the space. When he finally arrived 
with heavy equipment to complete his job, he set up 
site lights to warn visitors and raise awareness. A 
school class and many other children played on the 
green meadow and ran around between the trees. 
They hid the lights and ran through the cordoned off 
area to prevent the tree from being cut down on their 
playground. The man quickly understood that he had 

perceived the place differently and that it was not just 
any place for the children, but that the children defined 
it as their living space. He then packed up his equip-
ment and leaned the construction site light against the 
tree to draw people's attention to what was invisible 
to himself. The space the tree creates for one or the 
other person is hardly always the same and much less 
when the very personal story comes into play. 

Botanical Garden

The Botanical Garden and the Institute of Botany are 
located one street north of the busy main street “Fürs-
tenweg“ in the district of “Hötting“. The context of the 
complex features many villa typologies, complemen-
ting the „green“ residential area with a landscaped 
park. It was founded in 1906 and serves as a teaching 
and research centre as well as a leisure facility. With 
over 7000 plant species, the Botanical Garden offers 
a great opportunity to spend some time and recover 
from a stressful day in the city. But although it is a 
peaceful and nature-loving place, its high visitor fre-
quency gives it a more touristy atmosphere than other 
retreats around the centre. But again, the space that 
the place creates for one or the other person is never 
the same and much less when the very personal story 
comes into play. This is how the cut cable tie, which 
is located in the entrance area, tells its own story at 
this place. The residents around the Botanical Garden 
obviously attach great importance to material things. 
This can be seen, for example, in the houses as well 
as in the cars. If you take a closer look at the entrance 
building, you can see that this is the place where 
everyone „gets ready" for the park and, for example, 
cameras are unpacked, telephone calls are ended 
and older people breathe deeply before they enter the 
steps or the ramp to the facility. Here a supposedly 
„devout“ atmosphere is created - almost romantic how 
„walking up“ is practiced. A very special story in this 
heterotopia is also represented by an old lady who 
made an afternoon trip to the botanical garden with 
a walking aid and her budgie. She lived in the house 
opposite and walked day after day after coffee and 
cake in „her“ garden to let the plants have an effect 
on her, to watch the tourists and to enjoy both the 
nearby greenery and the view into the mountains. In 
the entrance area she usually parked her walker and 
switched to the cane so as not to have to push up the 
ramp. Not that day; she didn't feel well and feared 
the last trip to the Botanical Garden, so she took her 
budgie with her. She wanted to give him freedom and 
not risk that he would feel bad if she could no longer 
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take care of him. So she put him on the seat of her 
walking cart and put a pair of scissors in her handbag. 
The budgie had a small piece of paper on its foot, 
which was fastened with a cable tie and on which the 
owner's name and place of residence were written. 
Together they walked across the street and where she 
normally parked her walker, she cut off her budgie´s 
footband and let it fly. The cable tie thus defines a very 
intimate and personal space lying directly in front of 
the ramp and the public visitors´ toilet. Here again the 
ideology of Foucault and his references to the Chine-
se encyclopedia appear. Unexpected and absurd, but 
possible only by positioning the listed objects.

Friedhof Mariahilf

Just a few blocks north of the “Höttinger-Au“, a main 
connector between the eastern and western part of 
Innsbruck, the cemetery of “Mariahilf“ represents a 
unique landmark in the respective area. This part of 
the city is historically important, well respected among 
residents, mostly of wealthier heritage, neat and 
tidy. So the pieces we found, which tell a completely 
different story, establish their very own space. A bottle 
stopper for a champagne or sparkling wine made from 
plastic right next to a cigarette bud. Wealthy people do 
smoke. They certainly do enjoy a glass of champagne 
too. Yet, the exact space, the area, in which these 
items were found are not specifically as expected. 
Adjacent to the Heart of Jesus Missionary, these small 
unspectacular pieces of trash, to be honest, sum up 
the ideology of Foucault and his references to the 
Chinese encyclopedia. Unexpectedly and absurd, due 
to the positioning of the objects listed. The same is to 
be said about our two objects and the building next 
door. The cigarette bud and the champagne bottle 
stop tell the story of its very own space created by a 
resident nearby. Analyzing the adjacent Mission more 
precisely, it is immediately apparent, it establishes a 
landmark next to the cemetery. The building with its 
green surrounding and the information boxes about 
the heart of Jesus do certainly accommodate the 
idea of an ideoscape. Ideologically it has this certain 
type of religious aura, which can be felt around such 
type of buildings. Our two objects kind of disturb this 
ideoscape in a way. Yet, they tell the story of the 
new greenhorn student in the Mission, who recent-
ly applied for a job and a place within the religious 
accommodation. The student dedicated himself to this 
establishment. Still, the renunciation from the ‘little 
joys of life’ were debilitating. As a smoker even harder. 
For the newly accepted student, the entire facility was, 

as observed over the course of the semester, in its re-
spective way a heterotopia. Not knowing if and how he 
would fit into this new and unknown ‘non-place’. Th-
erefore, a secret meeting across the street, between 
adjacent trees and shrubs, which are surrounding 
the entire neighborhood and the cemetery, was the 
ultimate relief. Friends brought along some smokes 
and a bottle of champagne. The strict space, he was 
embedded into, was eased. The residential and quiet 
area contributed to these thirty minutes of escaping 
into any other scape. Yet, the neighborhood of Mari-
ahilf is in its perception a very own space among the 
city dwellers. As mentioned, the streets of residential 
buildings and old mansions are certainly more retrea-
ted from the urban buzz of the city than other areas of 
Innsbruck. Thus, the heterotopia and religious space, 
the Mission accommodates does hardly stand out 
from the surrounding. Yet, the space it created for the 
young student, who accepted the new space in his 
life, was merely adequate. So, a bottle of champagne 
and a smoke were needed to establish a new area of 
relief. As we can see, the surrounding of trash on a 
sidewalk, analyzed in the right way, is often more than 
it reveals. The space it creates for one or the other 
person is hardly always the same and much less if the 
very personal story comes into play. 

Planötzenhof – Hötting

This rather remote area in the northwest of “Inns-
bruck“ is home to the traditional and „old“ farm „Pla-
nötzenhof“. The area is therefore a starting point for 
many hikers and mountain bikers. It also offers many 
smaller secluded and quiet retreats to enjoy nature, 
escape the bustle of urban life and relax in the midst 
of Mother Nature, side by side with traditional farming 
culture. But the most important role in this place is 
played by the panorama. However, the space created 
by various factors or by nature is not the same for 
some people. Also, the motives to visit such a place 
are often with the same goal, but different basis, 
because here again the very personal story comes 
into play. A personal story, like that of a lone depres-
sed writer. The mysterious suicide of his wife was the 
beginning of this unexpected nightmare. In search 
of an explanation for her death, more and more 
people die in his environment. As he pursues the 
trail, he receives an unmistakable warning. A stranger 
threatens him and he flees. Flees to a remote place 
that seems peaceful to him, far away from all media 
forces, far away from masses of people, far away from 
any urban influences. When he had space to think 
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and reflect in what was for him at that moment an in-
timate space, he suddenly breaks under the pressure 
of no longer being the hunter, but the hunted. He finds 
the string, which was originally only intended for tying 
a cow, and ties it to a garden fence post. Then he sits 
down on the ground, puts the string around his neck 
and pulls the noose shut. Unexpected and parado-
xical, yet possible, as Foucault's ideology and his 
references to the Chinese encyclopedia describe. 

Mühlauer Brücke

If a name could speak for itself, it would be the 
“Café DeCentral“. Not merely is it a decentralized 
café compared to the “Café Central“ in the center 
of Innsbruck, but rather its surrounding is also in a 
way decentralized in the meaning of audience, target 
groups, even passerby and people residing nearby. 
The next departments of the block, aligning along the 
busy “Haller Straße“ are the “English Kids Company”, 
two political offices belonging to the “Liste Fritz” and 
the “Liste Gerechtes Innsbruck”, followed by the origin 
place of our object, the Christian Bookstore.
Located between the intersection of “An-
ton-Rauch-Strasse“ and the “Haller Straße“, creating 
the entrance gate to “Mühlau“ and “Hötting“, thus the 
large recreational and joyful space of city residents 
and tourists, the “Nordkette“, the former “Hungerburg“ 
station which still is a well visited site and photo scene 
for visitors and the famous “Hotel Restaurant Dollin-
ger”, it will not fit for any reason.
One could argue, as seen in the example of our 
objects in the “Frau-Hitt-Strasse“, the piece we found, 
a non-smoker newspaper, and the attached surroun-
ding area establish a totally different ideoscape. Being 
different in taste about your choice of your favorite 
café outside the center, fighting opposing political par-
ties, not wanting to be part of a digitalized world and 
therefore buying vinyl’s and browsing through more 
or less religious sources of knowledge in the smallest 
bookstore you can find. All these ideoscapes and 
ideologies do find their origin and source here around 
this intersection. Thus, it is not surprising to find a 
piece of newspaper manifesting the bad attributes of 
smoking. The owner of the Christian Bookstore, “Mr. 
Rockenbauer“, is also the publisher of the newspaper. 
So, the idea of writing and publishing papers against 
smoking adjacent to a café and a music store, right 
next to a restaurant, creates the total heterotopia wi-
thin this small area. If, at all, one can trust the medial 
perception of the smoking guests of cafes and restau-
rants. Yet, it offers so many ways of thinking of how 

coexistence might look like within this one ‘bubble’. 
“Mr. Rockenbauer“, on his daily path of joy, due to the 
acceptance of his papers in the neighboring English 
Kids Company, supporting his fight against tobacco. 
The next day he must defend himself against regular 
guests of the “Café DeCentral“, enjoying tobacco in 
larger quantities than what is to be considered ‘nor-
mal’. He wanders between the worlds, the shops and 
establishments nearby create. One could speak of 
single heterotopias they build up, rather every single 
space is an entirely opposing landscape, might it be 
from ideological heritage or with an ethnological back-
ground. The non-smoker newspaper, tells the daily 
life, struggles and successes of “Mr. Rockenbauer“ on 
his mission to leave and enter the space he created 
with his manifesto against tobacco. Referring to lite-
rature in use, the Christian Bookstore and the “Café 
DeCentral“ can be seen as two pieces of Foucault and 
his ideas. They exist, even in the smallest classificati-
on, yet, the difference in the ideology, the non-smoker 
newspaper raises, can not be larger. The meaning of 
the coexistence of opposing shops and businesses as 
found here is really important. Neighborhoods often 
get their reputation or ideological ‘shape’ from shops, 
cafes and places in general as described. Of course, 
the ethnographical attributes are the main factor, how 
and why and even where, certain neighborhoods are 
created or get shifted and transformed, still, small 
areas within the respective areas are based on this 
aforementioned coexistence.

Dreiheiligenstrasse

A few metres north of the main railway station is the 
parish office of “Dreiheiligen“ with the home of the 
Steyler Missionary Sisters. The place is surrounded 
by residential buildings and nightclubs. The historic 
building blends in unobtrusively with more or less 
modern houses. In the first place this is a place visited 
by people rather in the evening hours. During the day 
there is only through traffic from residents. Depending 
on the time of day or night, the room has very different 
atmospheres, shaped by different target groups and 
individuals. However, this transience also represents 
the special feature of this place at the same time. The 
space he creates for one or the other person is not 
the same and much less when the very personal story 
comes into play. This place can therefore be clearly 
described as heterotopia. A wise bicycle reflector thus 
defines its very own space in this heterotopy. Situated 
in the middle of the sidewalk in front of the entrance 
to the vicarage, which is framed on the left and right 
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by graffiti. In addition, a biblical painting is enthroned 
above the portal. The entrance for the sisters is on 
the short west side of the house. One evening one 
of them suddenly becomes the protagonist of a very 
personal story through which the room obviously 
changes. She was on her way home from a party she 
was invited to. Unfortunately it was at the other end of 
town and there was no bus home. So she borrowed 
a bicycle that stood unlocked on the side of the road. 
Unfortunately, the owner noticed the theft and ran 
after her. He screamed after her again and again, but 
she pedaled harder and harder and found fun in it. 
Just outside her front door, she defiantly made it clear 
to the heavily breathing, distant stolen woman that 
she would keep the bike and threw a reflector at his 
feet before she disappeared behind the gate. Now the 
reflector lies there, defines its own space and waits for 
a new bicycle. 

Mitterdorferstrasse

Being in one of the purest residential areas of the 
city, the object we found, a metal lug from a beve-
rage can is neither exciting nor anything worthy to 
consider. Well, being specific enough to link the place 
of discovery to its immediate and adjacent attributes 
of the area, this small piece of metal enables a vast 
possibility of telling stories. The lug was right on the 
sidewalk, half way between the bus stop “Innsbruck 
Mitterdorferstrasse“ and the entrance to the inner 
courtyard of the houses of “Reichenauer Strasse 27“. 
The opener of a beverage can attracted our attention, 
shimmering between shattered pieces of brown glass, 
most likely from a bottle of beer. At the time of our 
analysis, the bus stop was crowded with young peo-
ple. They were certainly not waiting for any bus, yet, 
they literally occupied the bus stop and its possibilities 
to sit and rest. Most of them, mainly young male guys 
with a migration background, were sipping on metal 
cans filled with some kind of soda pop and energy 
drink. If, at all, one can conclude these traces, just like 
the way crime scenes get examined, the object we 
found, along the shattered bottle of beer, was part of 
this group of people. Taking a closer look, considering 
the ethnographical compilation of this specific area, 
the group left the inner courtyard where they live and 
initially gathered this day. Soon, after having a drink 
or two inside the yard, they left the property to meet 
some other people on the bus stop. On their way, one 
of the guys was playing around with the can lug and 
pulled it off. The can opener landed on the sidewalk. 
The bus station of “Innsbruck Mitterdorferstrasse“ 

offers the ultimate space for this occasion. It has 
benches to sit, some of them are even roofed and 
sheltered from the wind by windowpanes. All of a sud-
den, this bus stop creates a very private and personal 
space for this group of people. As aforementioned 
analyzed, most, if not all, members of this gathering 
had a migration background. Linking our examination 
to the five scapes of Appadurai (1996), we would 
consider the bus stop or at least the initial origin of 
this group event, the inner courtyard, as a type of 
ethnoscape. These people have chosen this specific 
bus stop as their private area of social interaction. The 
metal lug half way between the starting point and the 
end point of the movement of the group is revealing 
all the attributes as described. If this street, or the 
adjacent buildings along the sidewalk, would accom-
modate any other use or function than the residential 
one, this space could not be in existence. Not for this 
group of people, and certainly not on this type of bus 
stop. Being surrounded by shops, cafes or restaurants 
or even a mall, the social interaction on the street, 
like sipping from metal cans with friends inside a bus 
shelter, must be found somewhere else. Again, the 
metal lug, a piece of trash, worth picking up to throw 
it in the next garbage bin, reveals the first glimpses of 
an ethnoscape in the respective area.

Reithmanngymnasium

Not far away from one of our other objects we found, 
the metal can lug, we observed another area and 
object. In front of one of the entrances to the “Reith-
mann Gymnasium“, remains of a green balloon were 
placed on the concrete floor. Being surrounded by an 
academic high school and all its associated buildings, 
the attributes of the area can be summarized with a 
rather formally and even strict analysis. Large but flat 
buildings form the typical inner schoolyard. Detached 
from the main building, the gym is bordering the large 
intersection of “Andechsstrasse“ and “Reichenauer-
strasse“. So, the object of interest cannot easily be 
classified in any category of purpose or creation of 
space whatsoever. Yet, two interesting attributes, of 
perceptional nature, collide here. The school and its 
buildings do certainly convey the impression of being 
rather strict, regulated and in its visional cognition 
one could speak of unfriendly or even hostile. The 
green piece of rubber, formerly part of a balloon totally 
breaks up this impression. Perfectly described within 
this photography, the color of the balloon remain is 
the one and only eye catcher in the surrounding, even 
although the entrance of the school was renovated 
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and should be considered modern and beautiful with 
its shimmering metal door handles and large glass 
facades. The balloon might have been held by a little 
girl, shouldered by her father, while waiting for the 
older brother to leave school. An hour ago, they had 
a joyful meal at the nearby mall east of the school, 
where the girl got the green balloon. Her father sur-
prised her with the, oh so exciting toy for any little boy 
or girl. As it was raining that day, she couldn’t show 
off the balloon outside, as they had to sit inside and 
immediately get in their car to be on time, when the 
older brother gets out of school. Sadly, while waiting in 
front of the entrance, the cold weather did not treat the 
rubber balloon too well and made it lose air. The bal-
loon ended on the floor, with the main part being put 
into a trash bin by the father. Still, a smaller remain of 
the balloon, tells a joyful story within this specific and 
rather trist or joyless non-place. It can not be consi-
dered as any kind of scape, as to refer to the ideas of 
Appadurai (1996), still, it can extraordinarily be seen 
as a part of Foucault (1966) and his classification of 
things. The rubber balloon, colorful and placeholder 
for any happy or lucky event or story, opposed to its 
strict and regulated surrounding of the grey blocks of 
concrete accommodating a high school. Being outside 
of the center of the city, in the middle of a residential 
area, bordering some green and empty spaces in 
the east, even in range of the highway connector, 
intensifies this striking opposition. The story it tells and 
the place it was found, totally play against each other. 
Thus, Foucault helps us to understand, that both of 
these attributes, the object and the space of origin, 
dependent ON each other, correlate TO each other 
and can only exist WITH each other. 

Pestalozzistrasse

A few metres to the north-east of the “Rapoldi City 
Park“ lies the “Pestalozzistraße“ complex of buildings, 
which is very much marked by history. The "Pembau-
rblock" in “Pradl“, built in 1926/27, not only set new 
architectural standards, but also reflected fundamental 
social changes. The inner courtyard defines the entire 
complex as the heart with play areas for children and 
the mother advice centre. At that time, the mother 
advice centre played an important role in this socially 
conceived block of flats, which was reflected not 
least in its striking positioning. The “Pembaurblock“ 
designed for the city by architects Theodor Prachens-
ky and Jakob Albert, was stylistically committed to 
the „New Objectivity" and was not only regarded in 
Innsbruck as an example of forward-looking munici-

pal housing. The focus was on the quality of life and 
living of the future residents, with special attention to 
the needs of children. After the end of the 1st World 
War the housing shortage was enormous and the 
city government wanted to create affordable and 
attractive living space. The social conditions in the 
cities had changed: The large family was replaced by 
a small family, many women went to work. In order to 
combat infant mortality effectively, municipalities set 
up mother counselling centres. Here mothers received 
support in questions of proper nutrition, hygiene or the 
treatment of childhood diseases. In planning, attention 
was also paid to the quality of the stay: Large, bright 
rooms, green spaces and attractive courtyards should 
contribute to living comfort and children should be 
able to live out their urge to move within the facilities. 
The mother advice centre completed the block to the 
north at that time. A kindergarten is accommodated 
here today. The architects paid great attention to the 
design of the common areas. In addition to the house 
entrances, the building was provided with two large 
covered entrances to the inner courtyard, which ensu-
red permeability. The much larger southern part of the 
inner courtyard served as a recreation and play area. 
Dieser area is lowered opposite the house entrances 
and the all-round path and the green area is surroun-
ded by a wall. It can be reached by stairs and is flan-
ked by tall trees. Here you will find seats for the adults 
as well as sandpits and other play facilities for the little 
ones. A place of communication with a high quality of 
living, well visible from the loggias and in the field of 
vision of the kindergarten.  The Pembaurblock is now 
a listed building and, 90 years after its construction, is 
still a remarkable example of well thought-out munici-
pal housing. Here, too, the ideology of Foucault and 
his references to the Chinese encyclopedia become 
clear, since a flowerpot is on its way on the almost 
completely thought-out and planned site - supposedly 
out of place, it creates its own space. The flowerpot 
was intentionally stolen from the terrace, the flowers 
were transplanted and the children who live in this re-
sidential complex adopted it. They deliberately placed 
him in the middle of the path to define a turning point 
or end point, while every passer-by stumbled over it. 
Nevertheless, they were able to organize races and 
find winners and losers. Here, too, the space that the 
flowerpot creates for one or the other person is not the 
same if it does not have a personal story.

Trientlgasse – Gewerbegebiet Innsbruck

The refreshing wipe towel, at least the packaging of it, 
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found in front of the entrance gate of a large electricity 
maintenance company in the eastern industrial area 
of Innsbruck is the absolute combination of space cre-
ation or place making. The place of origin is the least 
exciting one. Large and heavy industry, city main-
tenance, cargo and freight shipping, waste manage-
ment and car work shops dominate the neighborhood.
The mere evidence of urban interaction with residents 
or at least people other than employees or customers 
of the respective businesses is the intersection of “Tri-
entlgasse“ with “Langer Weg“. A fast food restaurant 
adjacent to a migration housing establishment. But 
exactly this inconspicuous, rundown building is the 
place of creation in terms of heterotopic ideas or a 
new space around this non-place. But first, we must 
examine the object of interest. It is a packaging of a 
refreshing wipe, one of those you get when buying 
“finger food” at takeout food shops or restaurants.
In this case, it even reveals its source. A Turkish 
bakery in the center of Innsbruck. Not only it is an 
interesting link to the housing for refugees here in the 
industrial area, the analysis of the bakery reveals a 
mosque and Islamic convention center at the same 
address.So, the circle is complete. Similar to the 
observation at the Reichenauerstrasse, people who 
might have used the object were present. They all 
came out of the housing for refugees, at least from its 
inner courtyard, which accommodates the guar-
ded entrance and registry. Bunches of people were 
leaving the house and gathered around in smaller 
groups. Some squatted on the edges of the sidewalk 
underneath a tree to chat. Others crossed the street, 
perhaps to eat at the fast food venue. Other bun-
ches of people dispersed in several directions.Yet, 
they all had their own and private things to do, they 
all share the similar background.In search for help 
and asylum in our city, they found their new space of 
existence here in this building. And soon this migration 
housing in a complete opposing surrounding forms 
their own space. This space belongs to them, in the 
respective way. Appadurai (1996) uses also the term 
of the mediascape. How does these ideas now all 
come together? Considering our modern times, it is 
assumingly not taking a long time for young people 
to connect to each other, even in foreign, new and 
sometimes hostile environments. It is even easier 
for people to get to know each other when they find 
themselves in the same specific category. In our spe-
cific case, by category we mean the fact of having the 
asylum-seeking status, but even more important the 
same religious belief. Assuming their heritage, most of 
the people in this area are of Islamic belief. The day 

of observation, a Sunday, was a rather busy day for 
these group of people. They might have gathered to 
pray together or to celebrate their weekly mosque or 
Koran holiday. Furthermore, the usedrefreshing wipe 
from the Turkish bakery with a mosque in the same 
building, kilometers away from the place we found 
it, tells the entire story, we depict in this paragraph 
over and over again. Adopted city residents with the 
same migration background, also with Islamic belief, 
connected to new arrived migrants in the asylum 
housing. They offer help and information how to get 
along in the new environment. A starting point would 
be a first gathering in the mosque center behind the 
bakery in the “Andreas-Hofer-Strasse“. Immediately 
this new opportunity for migrants create their first 
private and secure space. So, the connection of city 
residents and new dwellers belongs somewhere to the 
category of a media-/technoscape, due to the immedi-
ate effect and pace, how people and groups of same 
ideology get together and share information. Speaking 
of which, the same religious belief which bring all 
these different strangers together is to be seen as the 
creation of an ideology and the ethnoscape, accom-
modating a large number of moving and wandering 
people at the same space here in this industrial 
focused area is apparent. So, the rundown housing for 
refugees in combination with a used refreshing wipe 
from a Turkish bakery generate a huge space implica-
ting respectively three ideological scapes Appadurai 
(1996) speaks of. Having the first meeting with ad-
opted migrants in Innsbruck, the group had a tasteful 
brunch with coffee in this bakery, after an Islamic 
liturgy session in the mosque center. One of the newly 
arrived group members had some baklava, remem-
bering the tasteful flavor from home, which had to be 
left behind. As they were already leaving the bakery, 
the pastry was packed into a bag, which also included 
a napkin and this refreshing wipe. Leaving the car in 
front of the migration housing in the “Trientlgasse“, 
the newest resident of Innsbruck did not immediately 
want to enter the building, as the day was so beautiful 
and sunny as it gets. The pastry was unwrapped and 
indulged within seconds, bringing back memories from 
far-away home. To clean the sticky hands and fingers, 
the bathroom inside the house was used right after. 
So, that’s how the refreshing wipe found its place on 
the sidewalk of the “Trientlgasse“. Creating this vast 
network of spaces and scapes with all its attributes, 
from technoscape to the opposing categories of the 
asylum housing in the middle of an industrial area, 
ideologically the same approach of the Chinese Ency-
clopedia, this refreshing wipe tells the deepest story of 
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Fig. 17: Area of Interest #1: “Universitätsbrücke”
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Fig. 18: Object of Interest #1: construction site light
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Fig. 19: Area of Interest #2: “Botanischer Garten”
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Fig. 20: Object of Interest #2: cable tie
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Fig. 21:  Area of Interest #3: “Friedhof Mariahilf”
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Fig. 22: Object of Interest #3: champagne bottle stop and cigarette bud
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Fig. 23: Area of Interest #4: “Planötzenhof – Hötting”
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Fig. 24: Object of Interest #4: string tied to fence
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Fig. 25: Area of Interest #5: “Mühlauer Brücke”
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Fig. 25: Area of Interest #5: “Mühlauer Brücke”
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Fig. 26: Object of Interest #5: Non-smoker magazine
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Fig. 27: Area of Interest #6: “Dreiheiligenstrasse”
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Fig. 28: Object of Interest #6: bicycle reflector
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Fig. 29: Area of Interest #7: “Mitterdorferstrasse Strasse”



87



88

Fig. 29: Area of Interest #7: “Mitterdorferstrasse Strasse”



89



90

Fig. 31: Area of Interest #8: “Reithmanngymnasium”
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Fig. 32: Object of Interest #8: piece of rubber balloon
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Fig. 33: Area of Interest #9: “Pestalozzi Strasse”
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Fig. 34: Object of Interest #9: flowerpot
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Fig. 35: Area of Interest #10: “Trientlgasse – Gewerbegebiet Rossau“
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Fig. 36: Object of Interest #10: refreshing wipe
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SPECULATION

Afterwards a special attention is to be put on the place 
“Hallerstraße 1-3“. 
Because the conglomerate of different uses, the place 
and the people offers much reason for analysis. 
This will be based on the theories of Foucault (1966) 
and Appadurai (1996). 
In addition, an outlook for the next five to ten years is 
to be provided.
To get the fullest understanding of our site of interest, 
the building of “Haller Strasse 1 – 3“ is dissected into 
its single parts, better named “establishments“. 
Another, even more concealed, idea of its very own 
creation of space, and thus a heterotopia is the 
“KidsCompany English School”. Embedded between 
the “Café DeCentral” and the office of the “Liste 
Gerechtes Innsbruck”. The room it accommodates is 
a plain gathering space with some chairs piled up and 
the windows are giving their best to offer any view 
because of the lack of glass cleaner. Apparently, the 
facility is not in use. 
Yet, the establishment of this “KidsCo” is active as 
it gets. In terms of teaching English in preschools, 
kindergartens and offering English classes by regist-
ration for anyone. The main headquarter of “KidsCo” 
is based in Vienna, with franchise offices in Dresden 
and Innsbruck. 
Here, they offer English school in the frame of camps 
running over the summer holidays. 
This explains the rundown presence on our site exa-
mined. Furthermore, the school and their approach of 
teaching use a touch of the Waldorf ideologies. Ana-
lyzing how they use performative dance and music to 
turn preschoolers into native speakers, is by itself a 
very strong contributor to some the ideologies such as 
the ideoscape used by Appadurai (1996). 
Yet, our focus should not deal with methods of 
pedagogy or the “Waldorf“ approach, rather we try 
to categorize this teaching facility with its ideological 
background to its place and in the next step, to the 
object we found, which is still the Non-smoker news-
paper from the Christian bookstore next door. 
With the help of Michel Foucault (1966) and some 
of his approaches we understand the institution of 
educational systems and their buildings as structure of 
power. Maybe power from the state to offer education 
or from any other private person. 
Anyhow, it is a purely social based power, which 
is apparent here. This educational structure, being 
present in our daily lives, with schools, kindergartens 
or any other form educational facility. And every single 

piece of this structure needs a spatial site to function: 
the school building. 
During our research and analysis, we came across 
this unrecognizable, if not inevitable, symbol for a 
school or at least its building. In many cases it is a 
simple and rather plain house, with the function of 
accommodating an educational establishment. 
As Foucault claims, schools are a main part of social 
space. This can be the specific examination point 
linked to our site.
 As the understanding of the school building being this 
little house surrounded by a playground with a large 
tree, the opposing presence of our educational facility, 
teaching minors, can not be more striking. 
As depicted on the map, the next facilities regarding 
education, or more specifically, teaching and taking 
care of minors, in the way of a day care center or pre 
school or any other form of a kindergarten, are not 
even in the sphere of influence of our entire site. 
So, the “KidsCo“ certainly does create its very own 
space within this space. It is a, as we call it “we-
akened“ heterotopia, as the school is still a main 
contributor to our social structure, as aforementioned. 
Nevertheless, the specific target group, knowing the 
heritage and ideologies of our “KidsCo“ in opposition 
to its location, makes it readable as this incompatible 
space, a heterotopia, such as the political bureau next 
door. 
Speaking of which, the foundation of schools or 
educational structures, are not to be compared to our 
former paragraph regarding politics. 
Any form of school in our structures, or at least how 
we understand the term or institution of a school, is 
rooted deeper, broader in other ways than a political 
party. The symbol and understanding of how schools 
are perceived are therefore nourishing our expecta-
tions of finding “abnormal spaces“ once again. 
Still, the question of spatial links to its site and even 
the object described remains. 
Thus, we take the simple but helpful step of taking 
again a larger view of our site and area. Immediately, 
as the map perfectly presents, the site of interest is, 
in no form what so ever, to be expected, regarding 
a child teaching facility. Yet, the site accommodates 
all of these contributors, forming 4 if not 5 different 
heterotopias. 
So, the idea of this teaching facility being different, not 
well suited or located or incompatible, is again only 
nourishing our „experiment“ of new spaces among 
random spaces.
As it can also be seen in the photography, the arcades 
under which the main entrances to our objects are 
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situated, do strengthen this new and heterotopic 
creation of spaces. Even more so in the case of the 
“KidsCompany“. All the other facilities have signs and 
billboards on the outer façade bordering the street, 
screaming for attention. 
Anyhow, the English teaching establishment has its 
sign on the inside of the arcades, hidden from street 
view. It is only visible in the right angle on their own 
storefront window. Apparently, these attributes do not 
necessarily have any deeper impact on the respective 
space they might or might not create. 
Still, it is a feature, which was striking to us during the 
analysis. In one of the former paragraphs, dissecting 
the two political facilities, several scapes, based on 
the ideas of Arjun Appadurai (1996), have emerged. 
Thus, the try to find resemblances to the “KidsCo” are 
to be only touched, if not left out, due to the aforemen-
tioned, foundation, the educational system serves in 
our social structure.
Parents who want their preschooler to learn Eng-
lish earlier than the rest, or opposingly, the offer the 
language school serves, is simply to profound to be 
categorized in one of those scapes. 
Nevertheless, Michel Foucault has the broader variety 
of contributions to this very specific site, as described 
throughout this paper. In a last abstract, the object 
on site, the Non-smoker newspaper, serving as the 
step stone of our stories and examinations, is a really 
interesting one, for this specific education facility. 
Not only is the claim against tobacco and the prevai-
ling of kids in their behavior and health rather obvious, 
it gives those aforementioned opposing spatial analy-
sis an entirely nourishing direction. 
Embedded between the “Café DeCentral“ and another 
restaurant, which is not part of our site, the “KidsCo“ is 
the perfect target audience for this manifesto against 
smokers. 
Furthermore, it seems “Mr. Rockenbauer“, our main 
protagonist, is having his daily reliefs by addressing 
parents and families dropping of their kids at the 
language school and raging against the bad effects of 
smoking. This small group, his respective audience, is 
immediately forming his own and very private space, 
in which he can flee and coexist on our site. 
The offices accommodating political parties, do 
certainly leave any discussion with Mr. Rockenbauer 
aside, as they have no interest in addressing smoker 
issues or health manifestoes, if at all this can be only 
achieved on a larger regional scale for political institu-
tions. Yet, the next door, the “Café DeCentral“ can be 
seen as the opposing part to the “KidsCo“. 
Being aware of the dangers of claiming false accuses 

of visitors of this specific café, we can only assume, 
that a larger group of the audience entering the café is 
actively smoking. The scent on site is only nourishing 
our claims. 
Furthermore, the teaching facility serves as a kind of 
buffer zone between the heterotopia of “Mr. Rocken-
bauer“ and the Café. Therefore, the daily life story of 
the bookshop owner, trying to coexist with all his ideo-
logies which are analyses in another paragraph, is not 
only plausible, it is actually trying to confirm Foucault 
(1966) and his ideas, as difficult as they might have 
been to understand, and even more the idea of those 
often described 5 scapes of Appadurai (1996).
vIf one links those two examples from literature with 
the spatial understanding and analysis we try to reveal 
in this paper, even a small language preschool can 
open itself up to specific spaces on such a non-space.
To get the fullest understanding of our site of interest, 
the building of “Haller Strasse 1 – 3“ is dissected into 
its single parts, better named “establishments“. 
The focus of this abstract is all about the two political 
and therefore rather controversial in modern times, 
not necessarily in Innsbruck alone, establishments, 
the site has to offer. 
In our specific case, the controversial note, both of 
those addressed establishments create, are offices of 
oppositional and local political parties. 
The “Bürgerforum“, a service for every resident of 
Innsbruck to use, offers an analog post box to literally 
throw in thoughts, critics or anonymous thoughts one 
might have, in the form of a letter or any other plain 
paper form. So, it addresses a certain type of audi-
ence. The political party or institution “Liste Fritz“ as 
they name themselves after its founder, former local 
politician “Fritz Dinkhauser“, is the owner and operator 
of this office. The facility on this site was the former 
office and headquarter of the party, yet they moved 
their main business into the city center of Innsbruck. 
Still, on our address they run this post box with the 
appropriate rooms to store and perhaps evaluate the 
concerns and thoughts of residents using this rather 
antiquated way of communication. 
As already addressed, the audience actively using 
this accommodation is in its very specific way, a rather 
different one, not only due to the use of outdated post 
boxes to state someone’s concerns or critics. 
Examining the ideologies of Michel Foucault, as we 
have done in several paragraphs throughout this 
work, we want to combine our spatial experiences on 
site with his ideas and the main starter of our initial 
thoughts: heterotopias. As it is often described, the 
heterotopia is able to create space(s) within a space, 
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totally opposing the physical site. 
Speaking of which, our political office(s) of interest, 
can be categorized as heterotopias in their respective 
way. Inviting residents and being open to the public 
to discuss or address political interests, thoughts or 
simply listening to people’s problems, is for sure one 
of those institutional spaces that are somehow ‘other’ 
than other spaces. 
Even more so, when taking a closer look on all the 
local attributes of the surrounding. Right next to one 
of the busiest roads and intersections in Innsbruck, on 
the foot of the “Nordkette“ mountains, embedded into 
a straight residential neighborhood with cafes and res-
taurants every so often. One would not expect political 
institutions in this area. And especially those parties, 
which offer a very interactive way of communication 
with its potential voters. 
Opposing to the main political parties in Innsbruck or 
Tyrol, those smaller and, we call them “rebellious“v, 
parties, do really live from this specific way of social 
interaction. Speaking of which, initially we are able to 
categorize those two spatial establishments into the 
ideoscape thoughts of Appadurai (1996). 
By addressing this one and certain type of voters or 
politically interested part of the population, a specific 
flow of those human beings is set into motion. 
Thus, the site totally becomes a heterotopia serving 
any political purpose for those people. The other 
political institution, the “Liste Gerechtes Innsbruck”, is 
of the same ideological interest as the former. They 
are even more “radical“, in terms of raging against city 
and local government, politicians and their actions. 
Both these establishments do not only share the same 
local site or potential voter audience, the also use the 
very same way of communication in terms of attracting 
attention amid the people. 
Rather “aggressive“ and always against the tide, the 
distribution of speech with videos opposing political 
opponents is their respective way of communicati-
on and campaigning.Immediately a second idea of 
Appadurai (1996) comes into play. The mediascape, 
the way how media and its users get connected and 
linked to each other. Especially for political institutions, 
this way of distribution has gained importance over 
the last decade. Thus, these establishments, by using 
the exact same way of interactions, they certainly fulfill 
all requirements to be considered in their respective 
category, they are able to serve and therefore state 
another attribute of a heterotopia on site. 
Taking a wider look among the city and its political 
distribution in terms of spatial distribution, the location 
of the offices on site, are not entirely coincidently on 

the edge of the city borders, even across the river. It 
rather seems like, the space they “occupy“ is rather 
well suited for their opposing ideology against the city 
government and local political involvement. Foucault 
also uses the definitions of spaces with the words 
incompatible or contradictory. And both of the offices 
on site do inevitable belong to this “incompatible“ 
category among the political landscape in the city. Just 
to mention the alias under which the “Liste Gerechtes 
Innsbruck“ is also known: The incorruptibles. Never-
theless, they serve the people. If it is a group only to 
be found around the corner of our address, we might 
never know or be able to analyze, given the large 
scattering of political colors in Innsbruck and all of its 
small political groups they allow to take part.
But this new kind of space, combined with the ideo-
logies of Appadurai’s (1996) five scapes, respectively 
the ideoscape and an even stronger mediascape, both 
these establishments are a total opposing heterotopia, 
for all the reasons addressed in the paragraph, spe-
cifically when taking a closer look around the spatial 
amenities on site.
The story we were telling in precedent chapters of this 
book, is linked and based on the founding of a specific 
object on our site. 
The “Non-Smokers Newspaper“ published by the 
owner of the Christian Bookstore, neighboring our two 
political establishments. It might not seem exciting 
or even worth browsing through, yet it creates this 
immediate category of opposition, revolt, reproof or 
this feeling of lecturing something totally illegal within 
a manifesto. Therefore, this object is tailor-made for 
this type of any ideology in the realm of Foucault and 
heterotopia. A space, accommodating opposing and 
rebelling political institutions right next door to the 
publisher of an opposing and sometimes also very 
appeasing piece of campaign or manifesto for a better 
health, is the ultimate ideological space here at our 
site. 
The story of “Mr. Rockenbauer“, our protagonist, the 
owner of the adjacent bookstore and publisher, is 
examining this very specific coexistence of objects 
visually opposing to each other. 
As a reminder, these categorizations have been on 
Foucault’s mind, based on the encyclopedia existing 
in China, in which the “wildest“ objects and attributes, 
in this case animals, can be out next to each other 
and still exist WITH each other. 
So, the entire story of “Mr. Rockenbauer’s“ daily life, 
struggling, fighting with ideological enemies or also 
his daily accomplishments he might reach with the 
manifesto against tobacco, are explicitly revealing the 
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heterotopia among the place once again. 
One does certainly never even think of this space, 
by only considering the visual apparent things, as 
the facades, their entrances, large shop window like 
“storefronts“ or their signs and information boxes. 
Yet, we never got rid of our first perception of a distant 
or hidden link between those rather different types 
of spatial establishments. Rather, after considering 
Appadurai (1996) and his five scapes, and Michel 
Foucault (1966) with his ideas of spaces within spa-
ces, being incompatible, it is even more striking to us, 
how well suited local opposing political parties and a 
piece of a rebellious newspaper are for the creation of 
ONE SHARED heterotopia on the Haller Strasse 1-3.
In order to get as comprehensive an overview as 
possible of our sights, the building at Haller Strasse 
1 - 3 will be dismantled into its individual parts, better 
known as “facilities“. In this part of the text the Chris-
tian bookshop “Haller Straße 3“ will be examined in 
more detail. 
This shop, inconspicuous for many passers-by, seems 
very bizarre.  Even the entrance situation is not 
particularly aesthetic and distracts from the concept 
of faith mediation. In this area one often finds on the 
floor worn, discarded books, magazines and objects. 
The ailing charm creates an authentic atmosphere 
that completes the image of the small shop, which is 
stuffed to the brim with things. 
As the visitor enters, the feeling quickly spreads that 
the private space behind the desk has been distur-
bed by the very well-groomed gentleman in a white 
doctor's or pharmacist's coat, in contrast to the entire 
bookstore. The bookstore without name, with the 
owner, trained accountant and hobby painter “Robert 
Rockenbauer“, offers Christian literature for sale since 
1979. 
“Mr. Rockenbauer“ is a convinced dealer of his books 
and, in addition to his shop, is often present at various 
events with a book table, where he offers books, 
CD´s, etc. as well as his works of art for sale. 
However, his greatest passion is probably smo-
king advice, which he offers in the same premises. 
He  himself describes it as a counselling centre for 
non-smokers and smokers. The target group is suita-
ble for these different fields of activity - very different, 
but equally bizarre. With the help of our previous 
engagement with the ideologies of Michel Foucault, 
we can connect our spatial experiences in this place 
with his ideas and our initial thoughts of heterotopia. 
Heterotopia is able to create spaces within a space 
that is completely opposite to the physical place. 
So this Christian bookstore can also be analysed as a 

heterotopia. 
This place is different from those of the same genre. 
This is already evident from the local properties. 
The bookshop is located directly at a junction of one 
of Innsbruck's busiest streets, at the foot of the “Nord-
kette“ chain, surrounded by a residential quarter that 
is occasionally loosened up by cafés and restaurants. 
One would not suspect a Christian bookshop or even 
less a smoker or non-smoker counselling. In the 
immediate vicinity, however, this heterotopia is also 
noticeable, as the bookshop is embedded in vacan-
cies and political institutions. 
As soon as the confrontation begins with Christianity 
and its followers on the one hand, and smokers and 
non-smokers on the other, the heterotopia of this 
space becomes very clear again in another way - the 
paradoxical self-evidence of this coexistence beco-
mes conscious. 
First, however, this spatiality is to be assigned to the 
ideological thoughts of Appadurai with regard to its 
location. By dealing with the coexistence of believers 
and tobacco addicts and advocates described above, 
a common movement of these people becomes clear. 
As a result, for example, the Internet presence 
becomes completely a heterotopia that unites people 
with a certain interest in Christian literature as well as 
anyone interested in tobacco. 
Through this media landscape, which is ascribed 
great importance in today's society, advertising can be 
broadcast, but also communicated. 
Here, too, as with the political institutions, it seems as 
if the premises of the shop and the counselling centre 
function very well for their opposing ideology against 
the public. This dichotomy would be spatially called 
incompatible or contradictory by Foucault, but both 
can obviously exist side by side - another coexisten-
ce that can only take place by mentioning here on 
paper. This heterotopia, combined with the ideology 
of the Appadurai media landscape, combines these 
functions in one space for all the reasons mentioned 
in the paragraph, a completely opposite heterotopia, 
especially when one takes a closer look at the spatial 
conditions on the ground. 
In order to get as comprehensive an overview as 
possible of our sights, the building at “Haller Strasse 
1 - 3“ will be dismantled into its individual parts, better 
known as “facilities“. “Café DeCentral“ is located next 
to the “Kids Company English School“ in the conglo-
merate of the various institutions. 
The room is overloaded and is defined by a counter 
that extends from the right corner to the middle, thus 
defining the room. 
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This is clad with a striking pattern and, in contrast to 
the tiled floor, the dark red painted walls and the imita-
tion of a coffered ceiling, dominates the entire room. In 
addition, there are a few black leather sofas to linger 
in throughout the room. 
The windows are mostly covered with black molleton 
fabric, posters or statements in order to prevent the 
view, but still achieve a targeted effect to the outside. 
The catering business is limited to Tuesday between 
8 p. m. and 1 a. m. and Friday between 8 p. m. and 
2 a. m. and yet the café seems to create its very own 
atmosphere and define its very own space.
A place for everyone is created, everyone who can 
identify with anarchism. A political locality where 
discussions and information events can take place as 
well as where coffee can be enjoyed and read. 
This space should provide space for all people, re-
gardless of age, gender, origin, sexual orientation and 
social class. All this is an expression of a very strong 
ideology. This in itself is a very strong contribution 
to some ideologies like the one used by Appadurai 
(1996), but the “DeCentral” with its ideological back-
ground should be categorized in the place and space 
given to all categories so that they can function. 
With the help of the investigation we would like to 
reference his ideologies in this section of our work 
and show the spatial experiences in this place with his 
ideas and the all-encompassing theme of heterotopi-
as. As already described in all other parts, heterotopia 
is able to create spaces within a space that is comple-
tely opposite to the physical place. 
“Café DeCentral“ at “Haller Straße 1“ in Innsbruck can 
also be seen as a heterotopia in its own form. 
A public space is created to represent political inte-
rests, exchange ideas, simply read a book, as well as 
listen, meet friends and enjoy drinks. 
This multitude of possible functions alone can be de-
scribed as heterotopia. This is reinforced by the local 
conditions, such as roads with high traffic volumes, 
the location at the foot of the “Nordkette“, the resi-
dential quarter, which forms the complete back of the 
location of this building. Cafés and restaurants already 
exist, but in a different form and with a different philo-
sophy.  So it seems rather surprising to find such an 
institution in this area. The appearance of “DeCentral“ 
invites to form and express opinions and demands a 
very active form of communication with many posters 
and statements. This gastronomy lives from this social 
interaction of a certain target group. But this also 
stands in stark contrast to the neighbouring political 
institutions, which are described as rather “radical“. 
Here, too, a certain flow of people becomes clear, 

which is set in motion by it. Now we would like to clas-
sify this spatial event first into the ideological thoughts 
of Appadurai (1996). It can be said that the place is an 
Ideoscape. The choice of the place, outside the city 
centre, was definitely deliberate, as the name already 
shows. Due to the certain and strongly represented 
political attitude of the café, the location fits in with 
the spatial distribution of other political institutions. 
Here, too, as with the other two political institutions on 
“Haller Strasse“, it seems as if the space they occupy 
is quite suitable for their opposing ideology against 
the city government and the local political institutions. 
By looking at the mediascapes, on the other hand, the 
entire media appearance of the café becomes a he-
terotopia. This serves primarily the political purpose, 
but also the usual functions such as communication 
and promotion. Here too, as already described above, 
it seems bizarre that the two political institutions can 
exist alongside “DeCentral“ with a completely contrary 
attitude. 
However, according to the example of Michel 
Foucault‘s Chinese Encyclopedia (1966), this is exact-
ly what is the case by mentioning it, although it seems 
incompatible. These entirely different spaces form as 
explained in this part of the entire text also explains a 
completely opposite heterotopia, solely by contempla-
ting the spaces. 
This place stands and falls with political decisions, 
whereas the “Kids Company English School“ could 
be a more or less functioning constant, since the per-
formance society is increasingly pushing for bilingual 
education. English is now almost a world language 
and should be learned as a child's second mother 
tongue. Just as society is subject to a certain amount 
of change, this entire place is also subject to constant 
change. The question arises whether the place exists 
at all or how long the place is the place at all. This 
totality of heterotopias could change drastically in the 
next 5 - 10 years due to the current political events. 
A smoking ban, for example, would certainly change 
the minds of some smokers and minimise the enjoy-
ment of a cigarette. “Robert Rockenbauer“ would thus 
have a supposed sense of achievement and would no 
longer have to communicate his opinion radically and 
almost obtrusively. Also the number of customers of 
the non-smoker magazine decreased and he would 
have to stop the consultation. To make matters worse, 
society is constantly turning away from the church. 
More and more people are leaving church communi-
ties and turning away from the Christian faith, which 
means that “Mr. Rockenbauer“ could no longer finance 
his shop and would have to give it up. But his passion 
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for art would open new doors for him and a commu-
nity of artists would follow the bookshop. The political 
institutions would also have to close due to current 
events and an alternative use such as a healthy snack 
bar would be established. The awareness of nutrition 
is constantly increasing and would be able to assert 
itself at this node. “DeCentral“, on the other hand, 
could remain in place and remain an unconventional 
meeting place in line with the fast food. However, it 
will always remain a heterotopia, because heterotopia 
is everywhere. 
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Fig. 37: With the help of Michel Foucault and the ideologies of Arjun Appadurai, our chosen site of interest, Haller Strasse 1-3, gets cate-
gorized in many small spaces, places and areas in which opposing yet totally exciting existences happen. The place creates heterotopi-
as in many different ways and on different scales.
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Fig. 38: The entire complex as seen from the “Mühlauer Brücke”.
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Fig. 39: Inner arcades accommodating the sidewalk.
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Fig. 40: The coffee shop “Café DeCentral”.
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Fig. 41: Political messages on the window of the “DeCentral”.
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Fig. 42: Educational facility of the “KidsCo – The Kids English Company”.
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Fig. 43: Head quarter of the political party “Liste Gerechtes Innsbruck”.
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Fig. 44: One of the most exciting and eclectic facilities one can find. The Christian Bookstore.
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Fig. 45: Formerly well visited restaurant “Am Brück”. Status of business apparently vacant.



125



126

Fig. 46: Eastern end of the complex at Haller Strasse 3.
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This analysis will be further intensified based on 
Foucault‘s theories (1966). Also the details play now 
more and more an important role. 
For any more in-depth analysis and further understan-
ding how, if or to what extent our dissected localities 
embody the idea of a heterotopia as our work states, 
a more precise categorization referring to Michel 
Foucault has to be considered. 
The site of interest, as we claim, offers four rather 
differing heterotopia. One stronger or weaker than the 
other. Moreover, every facility feeds our thoughts on 
links between the ideology of Foucault and the precise 
space and the surrounding. Yet, aforementioned para-
graphs examine those respective facilities with distin-
guishable attributes of heterotopia. This extract focu-
ses on the attempt to break down the attributes of how 
our localities are considered a “weaker“ or “stronger“ 
heterotopia, according to the literature and categori-
zation of Michel Foucault (1966). The understanding 
of any heterotopia assumes the site of interest being 
non-conform, incompatible, different, impenetrably, 
upsetting. Referring to Foucault (1966), these places 
are capable of creating other, in a respective way new, 
places. Former non-places, or in other words “utopia“, 
transform to strong places with this new sense of a 
‘different’ understanding – a heterotopia. Within this 
transformation, ideologies of different intensity might 
be found. This is precisely the way we categorized our 
facilities into strong and weak heterotopia. 
As Foucault gives illustrative examples of heteroto-
pias such as brothels, the ship, prisons, asylums or 
museums and libraries. Thus, a heterotopia can be 
readable or expressive to the unknown or it reveals 
the hidden ideology only by entering or knowing the 
background for instance. Yet, every heterotopia we 
found on our site of interest has its raison d´être. 
“Mr. Robert Rockenbauer“, the main protagonist and 
key figure in our ongoing examinations, is the embo-
died heterotopia. The owner of the Christian Booksto-
re, which accommodates a health consultation center, 
an art gallery and a flea market, is even according to 
Foucault (1966) a clear distinguishable heterotopia. 
Categorized with the help of the attribute of time. The 
bookstore of “Mr. Rockenbauer“ serves the function 
of a library unquestionable. His mishmash of spiritual 
books, magazines, manifestoes, calendars, board ga-
mes, decorative figures or posters and paintings, con-
tribute to this perception of being a museum as well. 
Furthermore, this heterotopia of time, existing also 
outside of time, because all his belongings on display 
are meant to be preserved. As “Mr. Rockenbauer“ 
claims himself as a consultation center for smokers 

and non-smoker, the locality is surely contributing to 
the idea of Foucault and his heterotopias of deviation. 
Only people behaving outside the norm are “‘using“ 
this place. 
According to the visual perception of “Mr. Rockenbau-
er’s“ shop, smokers are rather non-conform members 
of our society and therefore predestined to serve this 
heterotopia thinking. Considering outside observer 
of this ideology do only strengthen our claim of this 
rather special place. Interviews and discussions about 
our site revealed the rather widely spread knowing of 
the Christian Bookstore. Yet, not one person has ever 
visited the shop or had an idea of the broad services 
“Mr. Rockenbauer“ has to offer. Still every participant 
of our talks was aware of the existence, owed by the 
rather apparent perception of the sign on the façade 
of our site. Claiming the store is awkward by its visual 
expression, the owner must be non-conform by his 
work and so are his clients, the medial appeal is not 
the best for “Mr. Rockenbauer“. 
However, statements like these, are the irrefutable 
proof of the Christian Bookstore being considered a 
“strong heterotopia“. Furthermore, any other booksto-
re with the perception of being normal or standard is 
perhaps also able to contribute to the understanding 
of a heterotopia in the case of being a library, still, the 
awareness as one of those “different“ places is rather 
faint compared to our bookstore of interest. Moreover, 
this example is able to solve the issue of determining 
borders between heterotopia from the same category. 
Respectively, any following example is provided 
with the ability to do so. With the help of the dia-
gram showing the idea of the different categories of 
heterotopias on site, the following extract aims on 
the exposure of the three remaining heterotopias 
dissected. As the “strong“ heterotopia in the form 
of the Christian Bookstore has already implied, the 
distinction between strong and weak or at least the 
border of a “simple’“ non-place and the “different 
place“ according to Foucault is blurring. Same can be 
said about our second “strong“ heterotopia. The “Café 
DeCentral“. Being on the opposite end of our block, 
both these facilities sort of frame the site also spatially. 
Apparently, it is nothing more than a coincidence, yet 
it only contributes to our examinations in a very pre-
cise spatial way. However, the Café and its focus on 
a rather special and non-conform, referring to Michel 
Foucault (1966), audience or target group makes it a 
heterotopia by definition.
Furthermore, its visual perception amplifies this idea. 
Still, the same question, of where and how borders 
exist, remains. In analysis of Foucault, we came 
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across this interesting approach of cinemas and 
theatres being heterotopias. It can be understood by 
a rather spatial approach. The audience and viewers 
are right adjacent and opposed to the ongoing 
screening of the story, the movie, the play or whatever 
might happen right in front of them. Thus, several 
different places are created within this single, existing 
space. We assume, the “Café DeCentral“ is capable 
of doing the same. Creating a heterotopia with the 
idea of juxtapositions. Immediately we are reminded of 
the Chinese Encyclopedia, Foucault considers in his 
“Order of Things“. Completely opposing objects can 
exist right next to each other by simply putting them 
next to each other. We once stated, the same can be 
said about our entire site, the entire block. 
Yet it is also readable between the lines. Our dissec-
ted facilities respectively. Taking a closer look into this 
new space the “Café DeCentral“ creates, it is one of 
those hidden and thus hard to reveal, attributes that 
makes the place such a strong heterotopia. Claiming, 
the Café attracts only a certain group of people, accor-
ding to Foucault these people might be non-conform, 
different or even on the search for an idyll or a utopia. 
Yet, this statement is to be treated with caution. Ap-
parently, many cafes, restaurants or simply said, any 
other public service locality, is capable of attracting a 
certain group of people and an audience by its mere 
visual perception. In almost every form of those, the 
objects of interest do certainly claim of being open to 
everyone, regardless of sex, gender, ethnicity and so 
on. 
The “Café DeCentral“ is no exception. Furthermore, 
they actually address their focus on being accessible 
and welcoming for every one of our society. 
The Café literally has statements with such content on 
their weblog. Thus, it certainly does not behave in any 
other way than other Cafes all over town. 
Yet, there is this one attribute, also heavily visible 
all over the place. The coffe shop’s involvement and 
engagement in a (certain) political topic. Anarchist 
ideologies in forms of posters, stickers and writings, 
are dominating the main entrance to the coffee shop, 
immediately creating this aforementioned space within 
its own space. Imagining the average visitor of a 
coffee shop being exposed, or confronted, with events 
focusing on political messages in the form of concerts, 
discussions, movies or poetry slams, it creates the 
same idea of the audience in cinemas being exposed 
to the, perhaps totally striking and opposing, content 
on the screen. It is this strong heterotopia of juxtaposi-
tions, referring to ideas and literature involving Michel 
Foucault (1966). A profane coffee shop might work 

in the same way as here on our site of interest. Yet, 
adding this non-conform political involvement to the 
equation, the facility immediately creates this certain 
type of space, which can clearly be distinguished from 
other cafes or localities serving the same function. 
Even other facilities working with similar approaches, 
do not create such a “strong“ heterotopia, as we claim. 
The “Treibhaus” in Innsbruck for example, can certain-
ly create more than one respective “new“ and/or dif-
ferent space within its own dimensions. However, the 
impact of this new space and its apparent society it 
then accommodates is a different one. The creation of 
this new and different space might even be readable 
from the outside. Thus, the heterotopia it creates can 
be distinguished from other ones, not to speak from 
facilities not being able to create such spaces. 
Another important keystone of our house at “Haller 
Strasse 1-3“ is the existence of the political offices 
accommodating two rather controversial local parties. 
As the former paragraph, covering the creation of 
a heterotopia based on these facilities, reveals, 
the ideology behind these political installments is a 
heterotopia without any doubts. Furthermore, this new 
space which immediately “pops up“ is sort of predesti-
nated regarding the location within the city. Assuming 
these two, rather small but nevertheless rebellious, 
parties were pushed out of the political center of Inns-
bruck, the inner city with all its larger political parties 
including government and local authorities. One can 
say, the site of our examination is perfectly suited for 
this new heterotopia. 
Still, the same question remains: Why and how are 
these facilities on this precise location a heterotopia? 
If, why are they labelled a weaker contributor to space 
creation than the neighboring Christian Bookstore 
of “Mr. Rockenbauer“? Considering Michel Foucault 
(1966), heterotopias are “unreal“ spaces.  
Assuming politics is a mere ideological component of 
society, not in possession of physical space, the proof 
of being a heterotopia is certainly revealed. If one 
thinks of the way, politics is made in our country, the 
attribute of time also comes into play. Daily life is de-
termined by politics and its influences on almost every 
level, yet spatial localities accommodating politics is 
not always embedded into society. 
More likely, people think of large governmental buil-
dings, courts, federal institutions or embassies and 
such like. Small, in some cases visually not appealing, 
offices accommodating seats of political parties or at 
least politically active authorities are not in any medial 
perception of our society. 
Thus, these two localities are distinguishing themsel-
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ves as clear heterotopias. 
Analyzing Michel Foucault to deeper extents, there 
are certain other attributes, fitting into the scheme of 
our site. The aspect of the “unreal“ and the “repre-
sentation“. Any ideology referring to “unreal“, in our 
respective case, we are dealing with unreal places, 
leads to countless approaches in our real world and 
society. Therefore, the term heterotopia could be 
applied everywhere. Every political office or govern-
mental seat is a “different non-place“. The necessity 
of a detailed description of such places according to a 
readable approach by Foucault is inevitable. 
Thus, such a description, is indeed needed here on 
our respective non-place. As already mentioned, 
our two offices accommodating political parties of 
rebellious character, are heterotopias. However, their 
“exclusive“ way, how they address and inform their 
audience, their entire ideology, presence and interac-
tions, reflect and thus represent a part of society in a 
very distorted way. 
The political leaders of those activist parties cannot be 
compared to politicians on other levels. And this also 
only amplifying our assumptions of the localities being 
such strong heterotopia.They work differently, voters 
are non-conform and, to also mention the way Arjun 
Appadurai (1996) works, the media and ideology they 
use, especially HOW they use them, is rather special 
and different. Linking these attributes, according to 
literature by Foucault and some of his ideas, our 
examined site is apparently distinguishable from other 
localities from the same background or foundation, 
in terms of creating a heterotopia. The question, why 
some of those spatial objects are creating different 
places and others do not, can be answered by our 
approach. Yet, it is not always and everywhere the 
truth, especially local differences and ideologies must 
not be overseen, still for our respective case, the proof 
of a heterotopia, in any form whatsoever, is given. As 
our diagram of the block under examination shows, 
the weakest heterotopia of them all, is left to be ana-
lyzed. It is a locality, belonging to the “Kids Company 
English Schoo“l. The background to it, can be read 
in an ongoing paragraph. However, the assumption, 
claimed by us authors, this facility and its ideology 
or contributions to the site are “weaker“ heterotopias 
than the other ones, must be explained or at least 
addressed. In one way or another, this rather ‘special’ 
type of school or education facility apparently serves 
two of Foucault’s principles and ideas. 
First, it is this certain type of space where not everyo-
ne is able to enter or being part of. 
Thinking of the idea of Disney World, the same border 

between the outside and inside is revealed. 
Only people with money can enter the entertaining 
world of joy. There is no sign of poverty and no space 
for beggars. The “Kids Company English School,“ 
has the same restrictions. They educate preschoolers 
and kindergarteners. Yet, it is a private business and 
one has to pay, a rather large amount of money, in 
exchange for their service. In our society, this model of 
education is still not widely spread, not quite common 
and really defends its label of being a heterotopia. 
Another approach according to Foucault is the idea of 
heterotopic spaces being not freely accessible. Thus, 
our language school follows the same rules as our 
“Café DeCentral“. It is open to the public, yet not wi-
thout restrictions. In this respective case it is the “rite“ 
of a classical money for service exchange. 
So, the education on this specific site is apparently 
highly distinguishable from the traditional way of 
schools and education in our society. The idea of a 
privileged system in use can be addressed, criticized 
or praised. Whether you can use this facility or not, in 
terms of being excluded from it. So, the space creates 
many smaller spaces, which form this heterotopia, the 
former chapters assumed already. As the school is 
only in use for a short period of time, mainly over the 
summer holidays offering language camps for kids, 
the importance and its contribution to our entire site 
of interest is thus a weaker one than its neighboring 
localities. In terms of a spatial analysis, the location 
of this kid’s language school, right here on this busy 
intersection between our controversial localities, is 
per se exciting and one can say it therefore creates 
a heterotopia for being completely non-conform and 
opposing here on site. 
The mere idea of an education facility exclusively for 
children on this precise address is simply striking. 
During our observation we did not expect this kind of 
facility on this site. Ongoing examinations revealed 
the same thoughts, collected during interviews and 
discussions, of people contributing to our work. 
Everyone was immediately talking of a special place 
on this intersection. A language school for kids is 
simply not the right locality on the spot. Some people 
even confirmed the exclusivity of the education 
enter referring to the fee and the location. Thus, the 
inconspicuous “Kids Company“ creates many different 
spaces serving different people and therefore the 
statement, of the locality being a, at least weaker, 
heterotopia according to some of Michel Foucault’s 
ideologies, is apparently true and yet another keysto-
ne for our entire site consisting of many small spaces, 
created by the use of different attributes and people.  
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Still, the main examination and analysis so far, 
dissected the ground floor arcades running along the 
sidewalk on this block. 
But what lies above on the upper floors? Are there 
other heterotopias we did not yet see? Is “Mr. Rocken-
bauer“ living upstairs? 
Yet, we can only assume certain contributors to poten-
tial answers. Observing the area and the specific site 
for weeks now, the apparent use of the upper floors 
of the building is of residential one. People frequently 
using the two main doors to the building between 
our political office and the “Café DeCentral“, are the 
apparent evidence of another social contributor to this 
place. Yet, there are, at least from a rather shallow 
observation, large differences between these two 
entrances in use. 
The door neighboring the “Café DeCentral“ serves 7 
apartments. Examining the doorbell with the names 
of the renters written on it, lead us to the conclusion, 
of the entire building of “Haller Strasse 1“ being fully 
occupied. Not a single space was left out empty on 
the door bell shield. Furthermore, all the names of the 
residents on the sign were written in the same font, 
size and they were rather equal in their visual appea-
rance. It almost seems like, they were mounted on the 
very same day, in terms of age or dirtying. One could 
even say, the doorbell shield is another opposing at-
tribute on the location, being extraordinarily clean and 
bright. So, the apparent visual perception of the main 
entrance with its rather messy façade and entran-
ce, is striking one’s eye and immediately feeds new 
thoughts on the creation of a space within a space. 
Opposing to this small and rather inviting new space 
this doorbell shield creates, the second entrance is 
the complete difference. The shield offers at least 12 
spaces to put a residents name on, assuming there 
are 12 appartments above the Christian Bookstore of 
“Mr. Rockenbauer“. 
Yet, only 5 spaces provided are labelled. One with 
the placeholder TOP 1, being sort of anonymous for 
the outside and the other 4 remaining names have 
visually weathered away. Either the residents do live 
here since they put their shield on the doorbell or they 
moved away and the appartements are vacant. The 
shield with their names have never been replaced, put 
away or renewed by potential new renters. Thus, the 
address “Haller Strasse 3“, neighboring number 1 with 
the really clean and inviting entrance, is a complete 
striking opposition to the former one analyzed. 
However, the entire complex of the building which 
include two residential parts, the street level shops 
and a terrace which apparently looks like a green roof 

or even garden, forms a total homogeneous struc-
ture. So, the question what lies inside is even more 
intruiguing. 
How come, the two residential components are totally 
different from how they are used? How do the facilities 
on site contribute to the conditions for potential resi-
dents? Is there still enough space for “Mr. Rockenbau-
er“ and his non-smoking consultation center? 
Rising rents, a public outcry for agglomeration in cities 
and even gentrification are terms which could possibly 
harm this site and its existence. 
Analysis, stories and possible stories and assump-
tions can be a first step to enlighten these uncertain 
aspects of the creation of new spaces on “Haller 
Strasse 1-3“.
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Fig. 47: The entrance to the “Café DeCentral” is apparently a heterotopia by itself, inviting a certain target audience.
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Fig. 48: The coffee shop is shut down during the day. Opens only on certain days in the evening. 
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Fig. 49: “KidsCo” English teaching school for children. One of the few really bright and friendly, inviting, facilities.
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Fig. 50: The teaching facility serves mainly as a meeting point for kids, parents and teachers.
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Fig. 50: The teaching facility serves mainly as a meeting point for kids, parents and teachers.
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Fig. 52: Staircase in house no. 1.
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Fig. 53: Toys, strollers and bikes let us assume, the house accommodates mainly families with children. 
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Fig. 54: Street level apartment neighboring the “DeCentral”.
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Fig. 55: Side entry door to the coffee shop. Now used for the mailbox of house no. 1.
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Fig. 56: Backside door to the inner yard. The sign explains new rules for recycling.
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Fig. 57: Entrance to the main office of the political facility for the “Liste Gerechtes Innsbruck”. One could assume, the shop is used by a 
jeweler, considering the heavy fencing. 
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Fig. 58: Nationalist messages can be found all over the place of the political office. 



155



156

Fig. 59: Strange placement of apparently random stuff on display.
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Fig. 59: Strange placement of apparently random stuff on display.
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Fig. 61: Website of Christian Bookstore, run by Mr. Robert Rockenbauer.
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Fig. 62: The owner of the bookstore, Robert Rockenbauer.
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Fig. 63: The shop window displaying biblical literature. Although it is a public shop window used for advertising, one is not allowed to 
take pictures.
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Fig. 64: Not only is Mr. Rockenbauer selling books, he is also running a flea market right on the sidewalk and he is a very active coun-
selor in the realm of non-smoking.
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Fig. 65: Entrance and doorbell of house no. 3.
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Fig. 66: Empty facility, formerly accommodating another political party, the “Liste Fritz”.
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Fig. 67: Although being empty for a while, the bar still looks new and recently used.
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After having a profound base in order to dissect the 
upper apartment structures, the following paragraph 
focuses on a rather speculative, yet approaching and 
analytic, part which should reflect ongoing processes, 
daily life, stories or co-existence on site.
The building works as the typical mixed-use block, 
according to the zoning plan. Services located on 
street and entry level, living upstairs. Thus, the 
complex of our block works like countless buildings all 
over Innsbruck. Still, not just from its visuals, with the 
separated residential part, split into 2 blocks by a flat 
green roof, belonging to an apartment, the site offers 
a lot to speculate about. 
The extraordinarily exciting situation with all the 
heterotopias along the sidewalk, namely the “Café 
DeCentral”, the political headquarters and of course 
the Christian Bookstore, literally gives so much inspi-
ration for speculative thinking. A first local inspection 
inside the building “Haller Strasse 1“ revealed some 
unexpected and surprising attributes, which are 
capable of easing any purely speculations. Moreover, 
the stories about “Robert Rockenbauer“ and his daily 
life experience get more and more relevant in terms of 
their plausibility and not-just-being-fictious. 
Entering the hallway of the house number 1 was a 
surprise. The entire corridor was occupied, one could 
say blocked, by children’s scooters and strollers. 
Families with at least 7 children are residents here 
on site. Additional 2 strollers let us speculate about 2 
more smaller kids or even toddlers. 
So, the first visual perception of the building, heavily 
linked to the street level facility of the Café, with this 
very special space it creates and the special target 
group it addresses, was apparently only the façade. 
At least three or four shared residential apartments 
were expected to be the main contributor to the inner 
building. Students and/or young, rather free minded 
people, without kids, maybe even singles, would have 
been our assumption. 
The building, perhaps constructed in the 1950’s to 
1960’s, is one of those old-building types, which ap-
pear to be in trend by young and new urban residents, 
the liquidity provided. Especially in Innsbruck, those 
housing types are highly demanded, yet unaffordable. 
So, the general speculation, the building could consist 
of more or less shared flats with a lot of students, 
which are the most-fitting audience one could think 
of. Given the nearer surrounding, with all the different 
localities already examined, families especially with 
children are once again a rather special group of peo-
ple creating this opposing feeling, not being conform 
in this building. Furthermore, the spatial situation in 

which the building is embedded into, did not allow 
us to assume children and families living literally “on 
this precise spot which is nothing more than a highly 
frequented intersection“. But surprise findings and 
revelations such as the hallway on number 1, are the 
perfect addition to our rather wild and extreme opposi-
tions found on the street level facilities. 
The stories about the building, all the speculations 
and visual perceptions get a new dimension with this 
component of an unexpected group of people residing 
on site. Thus, the general saying “Never judge a book 
by its cover“ can be adopted to this examination. 
As described, the old-building style, reserved for 
monied young dwellers looking for this special and 
cool apartment within a trendy, hip and upcoming part 
of town, is occupied by kids, toddlers and families. 
Perhaps a next step of a deeper story could be a spe-
culation of how life and living for those families with 
kids might work or not work. 
How spacious are their flats? Is it safe to raise your 
kids here, referring to its location next to a busy main 
street? Are the neighbors and residents again totally 
different from what one might expect? How are the 
influenced by the facilities on the entry level? 
Hard to imagine, the kids leaving their home on scoo-
ters right next to a group of “loud“ or “noisy“ concert 
visitors of the “Café DeCentral,“ with their rather 
special audience. 
Being able to answer those addressed questions and 
concerns, we analyzed similar approaches, in a rather 
speculative way, based on literature by George Perec 
and a Wes Anderson movie “The Life Aquatic“. In both 
cases, an entire structure or system was dissected 
to reveal its inner complexity. In the book by George 
Perec “Life – A User’s Manual“ (1987), a residential 
tower with living units and the way they are organi-
zed is described by the author with the help of an 
architectural section, where every flat, apartment, the 
stair cases and even every basement belonging to the 
respective flat is shown. 
The ideology behind the rather fictious storytelling 
by Perec has a strong focus on (social) interactions. 
Where does the personal and daily life story of Bartle-
booth, one of the main protagonists, cross its way or 
path with one of the neighbors? 
Apparently, it is in many cases the non-private space. 
A staircase, the elevator, or the most interesting part 
for Perec: the basement.
“Of course, the problem with the act of describing 
100 rooms is that there is an excess of descriptive 
narration, which in this instance appears to mean 
lists: long, long lists. At some point around the 20th 
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chapter or so you will realize this and start skipping 
whole paragraphs because you can see they are 
made entirely of an inventory of the room in question, 
especially when you get into some of the basement 
storage rooms. These lists can be fascinating; they 
can, and I underline the ‘can’. But more often than not 
they are tedious and dull and reveal very little about 
the occupants of the room “. (Through The Keyhole, 
Richard McCarthy, 2011) So surprisingly, the “hidden“ 
and “dull“ basement, a necessary need to allow the 
building itself exist, is the greatest contributor to social 
interactions within this system according to George 
Perec. In order to get an equivalent for our system 
of interest, namely “Haller Straße 1 – 3“, we need to 
combine the apparent and obvious with speculations. 
All of the residents are part of this interesting way of 
living within the examined block and thus the entry 
point for all of those people is the main staircase we 
dissected and analyzed with photography. 
Everyday chat, small talk, possible meet ups or 
discussions and fights happen there, it is this large 
social bubble on the threshold to these many different 
heterotopias we were able to find. Furthermore, we 
could only speculate about some other hidden bub-
bles where social interactions can take place, such as 
the aforementioned basement referring to Perec, or it 
might be some inner yard, a garden or a public terra-
ce. It might even be the street level with its arcades, 
spatially creating some other form of a first access 
point to the building, one could speak of a lobby. Re-
sidents with their kids store their scooters away and 
the parents talk about the possibility of having dinner 
and some drinks at the “DeCentral“ on Tuesday night. 
During this conversation “Mr. Robert Rockenbauer“ 
passes by and greats the group of people in an overly 
friendly manner. Both of the parents do not react, in 
disgrace for “Rockenbauer“ and his aggressive way of 
health propaganda a few doors further. 
So, with the help of some of the ideologies George 
Perec tries to explain such systems and additional 
speculations or even fictious telling, our large hetero-
topia gets more and more plausible, readable and 
understandable. 
The place itself is transforming into the main role and 
protagonist. To amplify this new character our site of 
interest has transferred into, we would also consider 
a more visual and descriptive approach. As already 
mentioned, the movie “The Life Aquatic“ by Wes An-
derson, has the exact same situation to be examined. 
Its main protagonist, the submarine ship Belafonte 
consists of many small cabinets offering opposing and 
entirely different uses, accommodating different types 

of people, services or contents. 
The striking similarity with the heterotopian approach 
by Michel Foucault and his ideology explained with the 
ship being a heterotopia by itself, is apparent. Thus, 
the approach the movie choses to put all the contribu-
tive pieces and parts of the ship together can not be 
better chosen for our very respective case study:
“Let me tell you about my boat. The Belafonte was a 
long-range sub hunter during the second world war 
which we bought from the US Navy for $900,000. (...) 
A sauna, which was designed by an engineer from 
the Chinese space program and we keep a Swedish 
masseuse on staff. Here’s where we do all our diffe-
rent science projects and experiments and so on. This 
is the kitchen which contains probably some of the 
most technologically advanced equipment on the ship. 
Eleanor put together a top-notch research library for 
us with a complete first edition set of the Life Aquatic 
companion series. We process our rushes and keep 
a cutting room on board, so we can do an assembly 
while we’re shooting. This is the observation bubble 
which I thought up in a dream actually. (…) Here’s 
the engine. The Burien casings aren’t supposed to 
look like that, but we can’t afford to fix them this year. 
Topside we’ve got the bridge, the mini sub, an old 
chopper and all kinds of radar and sonar and under-
water movie gadgets. (…).” (Anderson, W. (2004) Let 
me tell you about my boat – The Life Aquatic)
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History

The site already revealed more opposing attributes, 
stories and facts, contributing to its strong heterotopic 
reputation, than one could think of when considering 
its location and visual perception. 
Still, there is yet another intriguing fact which we came 
across over the last weeks. The building was planned 
by the local architects Ewald and Walther Guth. Two 
brothers, who had their office in Innsbruck and were 
actively involved in the heavy building era in the late 
1930’s and 1940’s. 
But when it comes to their, perhaps, “biggest“ achie-
vement in their career, things get really interesting. 
The brothers Guth won the design competition for the 
new townhall, the Landhaus Innsbruck, in the year 
of 1938. Shortly after the annexation of Austria, the 
active townhall in the Maria-Theresien-Straße was not 
able to accommodate the large national socialist go-
vernmental apparatus, so the Nazi regime quickly or-
dered a new and larger building for their facilities and 
institutions. Aforementioned brothers Guth won this 
design competition with their draft for the still active 
Landhaus. In 1938, as Tirol and Vorarlberg were a so 
called “Gau“, a Nazi word for a county or a Bundes-
land, the townhall was known as the “Gauhaus“. 
Simply said, the active Landhaus in Innsbruck, were 
all political decisions are made today, is an originally 
Nazi building. 
But why is this historical excursion from any importan-
ce for our analysis? 
The same architects, Ewald and Walther Guth, 
planned our site. Yet, the exact date and background 
to this is yet to be clarified, still we have confirmation 
by the archive of architecture history in Innsbruck. 
Thus, any wild or extreme opposing story, history, 
knowledge or fact about our site is getting another 
extraordinary contributing piece. 
As we know already, all the different accommodations 
and localities are totally opposing to each other in 
their outer perception and in many cases also in their 
respective ideology. Thus, the site has this apparent 
“alternative“ aura, one could speak of. The fact, that 
the building was originally planned by architects, 
being accountable for the largest Nazi building in the 
city, is creating yet another story for itself. 
Accommodating the most differing types of people, 
target groups or audiences, even with this strong 
liberal attributive way the “Café DeCentral“ works, and 
residents on the upper floors, coming from all different 
areas of the world, according to the names on the 
door shield, in a building which was erected at a time, 

when exactly these people were not even considered 
any worth living, this ongoing creation of own spaces, 
stories and heterotopias continues. Even the simple 
thought of this rather striking difference, is a story 
by itself. Of course, we might never know how many 
buildings in central European cities are remnants of 
the Nazi regime, and furthermore, potential residents 
of such apartments or houses don’t consider this type 
of information not worthy on their search for affordable 
living. 
Yet, the fact does perfectly fit into this weird and cont-
rary frame, we placed our site into. Thus, the creation 
of heterotopias on this place will not end up to here 
and makes this superficial rather boring and “normal“ 
type of building really exciting, interesting and special. 
Apparently, the history of a space, does very well 
contribute important key pieces to it, and should never 
be let out of context when considering the ideology of 
such.

Perception vs. Reality. An approach with Wes Ander-
son

In order to perceive our building and all its key pieces, 
analysis and examinations only covering any ideology 
might not be enough, thus the following abstract 
follows a more visual and “exterior“ approach. 
As a former chapter deals with the contribution of op-
posing and yet adjacent neighboring parts of our site, 
referring to literature and ideologies of George Perec 
and Michel Foucault, we would like to focus a slightly 
more on this visual approach by using the 
(dis)section of our building. George Perec already 
works with the original idea of the section. 
With his use of an abstract section of a residential 
building showing how and where all the different 
residents do interfere with each other, yet Perec only 
uses a fictional site and story, the revelation of hidden 
spaces, even capable of yet again to be called hetero-
topias, could be approached the same way here on 
our site of interest. 
Moreover, our examinations should not base on 
mere fictional stories, what might be or happen or 
what might not happen here on site, rather, the next 
paragraph refers heavily on the way how author and 
movie director Wes Anderson works. Being famous 
for his movies such as “The Grand Budapest Hotel” or 
“The Isle of Dogs”, we would like to focus more on his 
graphical talent, namely (dis)sections of houses and 
buildings, and in combination with that, the way he 
depicts movie sceneries and more specifically whole 
structures and all its contributive parts, like people and 
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in this respective case, his actors. In terms of similarity 
to our object of interest, the movie “The Life Aquatic”, 
is an almost congruent equal. In Anderson’s movie, 
the main protagonist is a submarine, the “Belafonte”, 
which accommodates many different compartments, 
comprising the most differing parts, reaching from 
a (high-class) library, to an observation deck, even 
a fully equipped kitchen, which might be the most 
expensive part of the submarine. Of course, one might 
say, these are standardized pieces of a modern ship, 
submarine whatsoever. Still, the main idea of these 
opposing, yet homogenous parts and pieces, being 
right next to each other, squeezed into the frame of a 
“small“ boat can easily be considered as an important 
contributive part to our research work. 
With the help of a section of the ship, Anderson is 
able to reveal all these compartments on one sight, 
telling all the different stories, the ship might withhold, 
if being considered “only a boat“, and only seeing its 
outer shell. 
Why do they have or even “need“ this high-class 
library? How is the observation deck used? How does 
the chief engineer controlling the machinery room in-
terfere with the chef, ruling the kitchen compartment? 
And especially the main question and key term of 
co-existence, can apparently be easier made readable 
or understandable with the help of this (dis)section of 
the submarine. 
The co-existence on our place is also one of the most 
important key pieces, which our work is based on. 
How do all parts live with each other? Are some of 
them dependable from one another? Do they all really 
differ? 
Considering an entire dissection through the faça-
de might be an approach, capable of being the key 
answer. Yet, the apparent visuals, being graphically 
depicted by photography, can also be supported by 
Wes Anderson and his understanding of graphical sty-
les. Especially the way his movie posters and covers 
for DVD are almost identical to the idea of a section, 
furthermore he uses this style for all his movies over 
years now. The rasterized frame in which he sets up 
his actors are completely equal to his depictions of 
his buildings on movie scenes, looking almost like the 
compartments from the “Belafonte“ submarine or the 
design of the “Grand Budapest Hotel“. Even the ani-
mated movie “The Isle of Dogs”  uses this very same 
style, putting animated dogs next to each other, giving 
them this almost vivid style, when compared to all the 
other movie posters and photography. 
In our respective case study, the building is in a rather 
similar way capable of doing the same. 

Being photographed in an “almost“ orthogonal and 
therefore frontal way, it immediately has this very 
same touch. This frontal photograph is nothing new in 
the realm of architecture (photography). 
Only by capturing this orthogonal picture of a building 
it enables us to read all of its compartments, super-
ficially those are windows, balconies or doors and 
entrances. If the (dis)section comes into play, the 
striking similarity to the movie submarine, the movie 
poster design or even the fictional ideas and stories 
by George Perec get apparent. Yet, the last bit of 
fiction might never really lose its importance in terms 
of contributing to the “Big Picture“ of our heterotopia 
on “Haller Straße 1-3“. Thus, direct involvement by 
all stakeholders on site, in the form of conversations 
or responses, is needed. Wes Anderson and the way 
all of the users of his ship in “The Life Aquatic” share 
their stories is not by coincidence the desired appro-
ach for any speculations, being set up by us. 
If this respective case can not be put into effect, 
George Perec and his stories might be the opposing 
way of explaining the creation of new and differing 
spaces on site. According to previous chapters of this 
book, all of the information we were able to gather, 
process and share up to now, are based on the 
combination of observation, analysis and a small bit of 
social discourse. Yet, we hope to get into even more 
social interaction on site, respectively involving more 
residents, people and users. Thus, the approach by 
George Perec gets substituted by the more graphical 
one of Wes Anderson. So, the pure literary ideology 
of the French author collides here with the Texan 
movie director. After all our paragraphs have already 
speculated, even the research part creates immediate 
and opposing approaches. 
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Fig. 68: The brothers Guth, architects and planners of our building on Haller Strasse, were the winning architects for the “Landhaus 
Innsbruck” during the Nazi regime.
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Fig. 69: Floor plan of the “Landhaus” with the idea of an eagle, spreading his wings into the air.
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Fig. 70: Model of the “Landhaus”, originally named the “Gauhaus”, the name of the districts of Tyrol and Vorarlberg during the Nazi 
regime, with the Nordkette in the back. 
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Fig. 71: One of the architects Guth, explaining the model of the new building to a Nazi officer.
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Fig. 72: Physical model of the architecture competition of 1938.
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Fig. 73/74: By using certain types of graphical styles, enabling to reveal hidden figures, stories and spaces, we also came across the 
figurative styles of director Wes Anderson. Not only his sections are in correspondence to our architectural approach, but also the way 
he designs his movie posters and DVD covers. Displaying participating persons in a frontal way like buildings.
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Fig. 75/76: Every single person or animated actor and even animal can be perceived like a window on a building front.
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Fig. 75/76: Every single person or animated actor and even animal can be perceived like a window on a building front.
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Fig. 77: The DVD menu of the movie “Bottle Rocket” shows the architectural style, Anderson often uses for his work. 



193



194

Fig. 78: Aforementioned movie posters with actors do work in the very same way as all the frontal depictions of buildings.
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Fig. 79: With sections, as used for the movie “The Royal Tenenbaums”, the inner spaces and stories, often heterotopias, get revealed.
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Fig. 80/81: The immediate similarity to French writer and director George Perec and his famous section of a residential housing in Paris 
get obvious and makes our opposing place totally readable and better understandable.
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Fig. 82: Combining the sections of Anderson with the idea of the heterotopia within a ship, the movie “The Life Aquatic” is another strik-
ing contributor to the site of interest here on Haller Strasse.
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Fig. 83: Using Perec and his (fictious) section, enables us to create and design new spaces and stories within our given sit
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Fig. 84: Famous “Torre de David” in Caracas, Venezuela. Not really different to the likes of Anderson, Perec and Gursky. Combining all 
of them, contributes even more to the readability of our project.
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Fig. 85: To better understand the approach of the frontal view and the section revealing hidden gems, one could use contemporary 
examples such as the photography by Andreas Gursky in Montparnasse, Paris.
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 A Day in the Life of…

“Mr. Pramberger“ was running late. He got held up 
by his four-year-old, who simply denied enjoying her 
breakfast cereals. Unmistakable crying resounded the 
arcades on street level. The drama was perfect. 
“Mr. Pramberger“ already missed his initial tram for 
work in the inner city. So, he had to use his bike. 
At least, he does not need to worry about his daughter 
for today, dropping her of at the “English Kids Com-
pany“ downstairs was a blessing. While rushing down 
the staircase with his daughter, he nearly stumbled 
over the two parked strollers of “Mrs. Nakos-Sini“.
As they recently moved into the house No.1, they are 
not quite familiar with the house rules. So, he did not 
make a fuss about it. 
As he left the house, a bunch of parents was already 
present in front of the entrance of the “KidsCo English 
School“, just a few meters to the left. 
So, he could literally drop off his daughter, take his 
bicycle and finally get on his way to work. In the very 
same second, “Robert Rockenbauer“, owner of the 
Christian Bookstore, founder of the (Non) Smoker 
Consultation Center and in a way, the silent mayor of 
the complex, showed up on his motorbike. 
He parked right in front of his shop, locked it up and 
opened his store for the day. As most of the parents 
waiting in front of the “Kids’ School“ for the responsib-
le teacher to arrive were not familiar with the different 
people on the site, most of them shared a rather 
friendly “Good Morning“ with “Mr. Rockenbauer“. 
He did not response. In a way, he is not quite the most 
popular person around this area. His approaches in 
terms of banning smoking and his respective mani-
festoes against tobacco are already famous around 
the area. Yet, he has more opponents than allies. 
“Robert Rockenbauer“ left his store again, to put 
up tables and small shelves, where he is going to 
display his flee market on the sidewalk. As soon as he 
carried out some women’s dresses wrapped in plastic, 
assuming they are something of high value, mothers 
waiting with their kids were attracted and strolled 
along the sidewalk to have a look at the stuff. 
Moreover, some of them immediately started a con-
versation with “Mr. Rockenbauer“ about prizes and 
sales. Yet, he did not response, seeming too busy 
setting everything up. Most of the mothers, who he 
gained attraction from, turned their back in disguise. 
Just a few minutes later, the responsible teacher of 
the “Children’s English School“ showed up, unlocked 
the door to the office and asked all the parents with 
their kids in. The sidewalk was empty.

All the buzz of children’s voices, amplified by the 
arcades, faded away. 
“Mr. Rockenbauer“ was the lone asset left. He finally 
finished his daily flee market sales stand and disap-
peared in his book store. Neighboring his entrance, 
the residents of “Haller Strasse 3“ leave and enter the 
building. So, did “Mrs. Gruber“. 
She is one of the longest renters on site and familiar 
with “Mr. Rockenbauer’s“ habits and moods. 
Being almost a daily routine, “Fini Gruber“ left her 
apartment at around 10:30am. For this day she had 
nothing special planned, yet, taking a walk has always 
been a reason for her to leave the small flat which is 
overdue for a renovation. “Mrs. Gruber“ took a break 
to survey Roberts flee market. The same three dres-
ses, wrapped in plastic, are for sale since years. Yet, 
he sets them up nicely every single day. “Fini Gruber“ 
had to grin, thinking of the failure in selling any of this 
stuff. She passed by the flee market and disappeared 
around the corner on her way up to the “Nordkette“, 
where she spends most of her days of her retirement. 
“Robert Rockenbauer“, being busy answering inter-
views and questions on the phone about the latest 
discussions regarding smoking bans in restaurants 
and bars, could somehow not focus on his interview 
partners, because he felt annoyed by some noise 
coming from the outside. 
A van backing up in front of the building was the sour-
ce of the unbearable noise. 
The driver, owner and initiator of the “Café DeCentral“, 
one of the main facilities in house No.1, left the van 
and opened up the entrance of the café. 
Minutes later he showed up again and carried a 
box from the back of the van inside of the café. “Mr. 
Rockenbauer“ observed the scenery since the van 
showed up. Being the silent mayor of the area, it was 
his duty to know anyone or anything entering and 
leaving his area. As the owner of the “DeCentral“ had 
some technical equipment in the box he carried out 
of the car, such as wires, microphones and speakers, 
“Mr. Rockenbauer“ assumed they must have another 
concert or poetry slam planned for the night. He shook 
his head, being always annoyed by these leftist and 
anarchistic bunches of people, gathering around the 
café. 
Yet, he accepted the café and their function, with all 
the concerts and events. “Robert Rockenbauer“ might 
appear as one of those grumpy old men, being in 
disguise of any new and modern social interactions. 
Yet, as a business- and salesman, furthermore being 
closely linked to Christianity, church and their litera-
ture, he has always been a very liberal and tolerant 
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kind of human. One could say, he got along with all 
the different people on site. 
Whether they are residents, being present on the site 
for years, or just visitors of the Café or the political 
institutions next door. Speaking of one, these localities 
are the ideological equivalents to “Mr. Rockenbauer“ 
and his approaches in terms of raging against any 
systems. 
Thus, the founder and chairman of the “Liste Gerech-
tes Innsbruck“, “Gerald DePaoli“, is of the same kind 
as “Robert Rockenbauer“, and is in close contact with 
the book seller. They discuss political happenings of 
everyday life and rage against this or that.
Yet, the space these both institutions create, as 
the former chapters reveal, are in total opposition, 
referring to their impact on the site. Nevertheless, one 
could say, “DePaoli“ and “Rockenbauer“ are allies 
on this respective ideological area. On this specific 
day, the door to the headquarter of “Liste Gerechtes 
Innsbruck“ stayed untouched. “Robert Rockenbau-
er“ assumed, “Gerald DePaoli“ is again somewhere 
around the city, raging against governmental decisions 
via YouTube. He simply loves these raging videos 
against the mayor and the ruling parties. 
So, after a while, “Robert Rockenbauer“ finished his 
interview calls and began to sort his shelves, display-
ing Christian literature. “Mrs. Gruber“ passed by and 
nodded her head while taking a look through the shop 
window. “Robert Rockenbauer“ did not response. 
“Mr. Pramberger“ quickly locked up his bike, being 
again late to pick up his daughter from the “Kids’ 
School“, which finished their daily session learning for-
eign vocabulary. As the door next to the “Café DeCen-
tral“ opened up, “Mrs. Nakos-Sini“ left the building with 
the stroller, “Mr. Pramberger“ nearly stumbled over 
this morning. 

Adjacent to “Mrs. Gruber“, the most loyal and longest 
resident in the building number 3, Mrs. “Ivanka Grgic“ 
has her apartment. Although there is only one name 
on the doorbell, Ivanka is sharing her flat with two 
other residents. Studying social work at the University 
of Innsbruck, her roommates are students as well. Yet, 
as prices all over the city have gone through the roof, 
the other students sharing the place are staying for 
one semester the longest. The rather decentralized 
location compared to many other student living pla-
ces, houses and dorms, combined with astronomically 
high rents contribute to this fluctuation of roommates 
on the second floor of house number 3. Ivanka loves 
her place. Since moving to Innsbruck a few years ago, 
the once vacant and run-down apartment has become 

her beloved and cozy retreat. And as the owner of the 
house allowed her to sub-rent empty rooms, which are 
now bedrooms, Ivanka did not hesitate to do so. Over 
time she got settled in the city of Innsbruck, met a ton 
of new people and with the monthly rents of her chan-
ging roommates she is able to fully concentrate on her 
diploma, without having to work on a part time job. 
“Mrs. Grgic“ is not only happy to have her apartment 
as a source of income, but also the general circum-
stances and attribute, concerning the site, are totally 
in her favor. Being an active member of a discussi-
on and poetry slam group, she is one of the “Café 
DeCentral´s“ most regular guests. The owner of the 
coffee shop even considers her as his right arm, 
always being in touch and discussing about the next 
concert or event. Ivanka is not only a resident on site, 
rather a very important figure of identification. Her 
active work with the space, respectively the coffee 
shop, makes her an indispensable contributor of new 
and exciting spaces. On this day, Ivanka was busy 
studying.
As the final weeks of the semester were approaching, 
she had to change her daily activities in order to 
focus on her books and papers. Especially this one 
exam, being the very last one of her diploma studies, 
concerns her. After two failed attempts, Ivanka puts all 
her effort into the third, and finally last, attempt to get 
a positive grade. “Mrs. Gruber“, the adjacent neighbor 
on the second floor, has already left the apartment 
for her daily hike, so there won’t be any loud classical 
music blasting through Ivanka’s front door.
Having the perfect location and flat, the daily sonica-
tion from “Fini Gruber“ is one of the few things, “Mrs. 
Grgic“ literally hates about the house. 
Fortunately, “Mrs. Gruber“ is a rather insightful person 
when it comes to any interference due to her love 
for loud music. Ivanka stopped to get angry about 
the noise knowing about the hearing troubles of Mrs. 
Gruber. Whenever the music gets turned up, she 
knocks on the door of Fini and in the next second, 
the music fades. Mrs. Gruber even apologizes for 
her behavior, not being aware of the loudness. Her 
left ear worries the elderly women for ages now. Still, 
Ivanka couldn’t be happier, as she heard Fini leaving 
the house. Finally, she told herself, she can focus on 
her third and hopefully last attempt of her final exam. 
But the desired quiet, Ivanka has longed for, was not 
of long continuance. Across her opened window, the 
next neighbors, namely “DeCastro“, triggered severe 
headaches for Ivanka. 
Albano, the father of the “DeCastro“ family, started a 
large drill in order to finally get his renovation project 
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going. His two kids, Emiliano and Silvio, were picked 
up by his brother in law, so he could work undisturbed. 
The empty wall right behind the large leather couch 
was the catalyst for arguments with his wife Claudia 
for months now. They agreed on putting up a shelf 
in order to display her family pictures and memories 
from holidays, birthdays and other family activities. 
Yet, Albano was not the type of person, who immedia-
tely throws himself into a project and gets going. 
He sorts of needed a push to finally take a day of, 
assemble the wooden shelf and hang it on the vacant 
wall over the couch. What he didn’t know, was how 
bad the condition the structure underneath the surface 
was in. As he started to drill the first hole for the shelf 
to hang, the entire surface coating with some larger 
pieces of concrete literally fell of the wall and deco-
rated the leather couch with a nice layer of dust. “Mr. 
DeCastro“ was furious. 
As soon as his swearing started to fill the air around 
the site, his best friend, “Mr. Strasser Klaus“ from 
next door rushed into the apartment to serve as a 
supportive third hand. The both men knew each other 
for a long time, as the two families moved into the 
house “Haller Strasse 1“, in the same week back in 
the year 2004. During the day, Albano never locked 
the door to the apartment, being familiar with all the 
other residents. Thus, “Klaus Strasser“ didn’t have 
to ring the bell or to knock. He simply stepped into 
the flat in order to help his friend with the handywork. 
Nevertheless, “Ivanka Grgic“, stressed out and in 
panic not being able to focus on her studies, began to 
yell across the green roof terrace of the house, telling 
the two men to tone down their volume and to shut the 
window. Of course, the way she did that, was not in 
the friendliest manner. Still, the two men avoided any 
discussions, and shut the window with an embarras-
sed smile on their face. They waved towards Ivanka. 
Klaus and Albano are known as the “good souls“ of 
house number 1. In a way, they serve the site as jani-
tors. Whenever another resident needs handywork or 
help in any other way, you better call these guys. 
As sloppy as “Albano DeCastro“ sometimes appear, 
one might say its Italian temper, as reliable he is. 
His rage of swearing due to the mess he caused in his 
living room was a total exception for the relaxed family 
father. Ivanka can tell, she has never experienced Al-
bano in such a way, and it also never happened again. 
So, the way the entire structure from “Haller Strasse 
1 to 3“ and all the analysis by photography which we 
were able to collect over the last months enable us to 
recreate these daily life stories. 
Fictional yet plausible. All the different aspects on site 

do totally contribute to the existence and creation of 
new spaces and heterotopias. 
The space which was the main protagonist over the 
entire book and our examinations turned into the sta-
ge for a peak into the daily life on “Haller Strasse 1-3“. 
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Fig. 86: The ultimate revelation of heterotopias on display. The section of Haller Strasse 1 – 3. From the wild and exciting facilities on 
street level, to the hidden stories of co-existence on upper floors. Residents, businessmen against smokers, liberal coffee shop owners 
or foreign students on the search for a cheap living. The place offers the total heterotopic creation of new spaces. FICTIOUS, YET 
PLAUSIBLE. 
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