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On one afternoon in Innsbruck, a skater lifts an Ikea 
shopping bag high above his head, catches gust of 
the Furn, and sails down the street at an astonishing 
speed. An audience of two watches this performance 
with equal bemusement and awe. Eventually he looses 
���������	�
�������
�	��������������
���������������
��
dying wind and the rider bails whilst the skateboard 
keeps rolling. 

This absurd combination of elements is not just an act 
of spontaneous ingenuity, rather it is the product of 
innovation diffusion. The Swedish Ikea bag is being 
used as a sail, in combination with a Californian 
skateboard, that was derived from a Hawaiian 
surfboard and is performed as a new sport, to a small 
audience, in a two time Winter Olympic City. Each 
of these foreign elements has its own background of 
innovations that have migrated to this one moment in 
time and space.

The Swedish Geographer Thor Hagerstrand, focuses on 
the subject of time geography and innovation diffusion. 
In his thesis research of 1958, Hagerstrand maps 
the pathways of individuals through time and space. 
Tracing a space time pathway is similar to tracing a

persons pathway on a map. However, a space time 
pathway includes the variable of time into the tracing, 
on a vertical axis. Therefore the speeds, and the pattern 
of a persons movements, the course of the day can 
be analysed together. Hagerstrand points out that 
�������
���������������������������������������������
space time pathway, since the speed and the distance 
covered in a day would drastically change. Based 
on the technology that a person uses, a “maximum 
daily prism” can be drawn, illustrating the maximum 
distance that can be covered in the course of a day. 

A maximum daily prism also deals a daily time 
schedule, for example, an eight hour working day 
produces a different series of maximum prism than a 
weekend. It is illustrated through the use of diagrams, 
how an persons maximum daily space-time prism may 
skrink or grow depending on that individuals use of 
technology and the schedule of a day. The expansion 
of maximum daily prisms have implications for 
innovation diffusion. 

For example a persons space-time prism may grow 
with the use of a car, enabling interaction with a person 
for whom he or she could not previously have reached.

The Innsbruck Kite Skater

Maximum Daily Prisms based on different technology, 
by Thor Hagerstrand 

6

Time Geography Diagram of a Town from Thor 
Hagerstarnds research. An indivuals time space 
pathway moves between bundles that each have their 
������������������
��������	�������������

This diagram by Thor Hagerstrand shows space time 
pathways that meet to form a bundle. 

Within such an interaction the ideas, culture, tools 
and materials of different people can be exchanged. 
Hagerstand describes these groupings in space and 
���������������������
��
���
����
��	������������
as a bundle, a place where in a scheduled period of 
time, workers will travel from various places, using 
various modes of technology, to “transact, produce and 
consume together”. 

The Innsbruck Kite Skater is the product of this 
innovation diffusion in contemporary society. 
Somehow the innovation of skateboarding has been 
passed down over time to people from other parts of 
the world. The passing of the innovation, the moments 
when someone learns the culture and technology of 
scateboarding is the bundle moment.

Contemporary sports can be regarded as the latest 
generation of innovation diffusion and therefore 
have a traceable and mappable time geography. Such 
time geographical maps can distil the complexity 
and absurdity of the “Kite Skater”, and thus inform 
an understanding of the urban realities of Innsbruck 
sports.
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The Innsbruck Kite Skater

8



7

The Innsbruck Kite Skater

8



9 10

Innovasion Diffusion
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Innsbruck Sports Ancestory

Board Sports

Sledding Sports 

Bicycle Sports
Skiing Sports

Racquet Sports
Skating Sports
Air Sports

Kite Sports

12

There is a multitude of sports each with their own 
geographical and cultural origins. This global map 
represents the sports families of Innsbruck and their 
respective lineages. The boardsports and the skiing 
families have been highlighted as sports families 
particularly important to the current Innsbruck Sports 
scene.
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Global Innovation Diffusion

Board Sports
Skiing Sports

14

Boardsports can be traced back to the traditional 
����������������	������������������������	���
Hawaii to California and Australia between 1902-
1907. Subsequently a bundle occured in California, 
�
�����
������������������������
��������	��������
were exchanged. Within the Californian bundle, a 
series of new boardsports, such as skimboarding and 
skateboarding were innovated. In the second half of 
the twentieth century, boardsports migrated towards 
Europe and under went another series of innovations 
such as mountain boarding.
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The Origins of Boardsports
������������������������������������!"#$���������
incorporated into the traditional Kapu customs and 
religion. When Christianity migrated to Hawaii with 
�
�������%�����
�&�������������������������������������
����������������
�������������������������������

A Hawaiin visitor noted on his travels in 1838, 
“A change has taken place in certain customs... I allude 
to the variety of athletic exercises, such as swimming, 
with or without a surfboard, dancing wrestling, 
throwing the javelin, etc. all which games, being in 
opposition to the strict tents of Calvinism, have been 
suppressed... Can the missionaries be fairly charged 
with suppressing these games? I believe they deny 
having done so. But they write and publicly express 
their opinions, andstate these sports to be expressly 
against the laws of god, and by a succession of 
reasoning, which may readily be traced, impress upon 
the minds of the chiefs and others, the idea that all who 
practice them, secure themselves the displeasure of 
offending heaven. Then the chiefs, for a spontaneous 
benevolence, at one interrupt vassals so hazardous to 
their customs.”

The Christian ideas had the affect a suppressing rather 
�
���	���
�����		�������
�����������	��������'
�����
���������(����������
����)����*�����������������
����������������
�����������������	
����	���������
Waikkiki, in 1907, he noted that  it was only being 
practiced by a few young Hawaiians.  

�������
��������������������������	������������	���
the Hawaiin people. Nonetheless, those Hawaiians who 
still surfed, recalled the spiritual importance of kapu 
culture.

������+����/��������������������������
��
Olympic swimmer and Hawaiian surfer Duke Paoa 
;�
��������<������������������������
�����������
California on route to the Stockholm Olympics in 1916 
and then demonstrated the sport in Australia at Fresh 
Water Beach in Sydney. 

Despite the sports migration from Hawaii to California 
����(�������������������������������������������
clique sport. The invention of the waterproof camera 
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������=��!$>#���������������	��������
�
����������&���	���������	����������@<��+�%�����*�����
J�����������@J�����+�������������
�������
�����
��
&���	������������������������
��������!$#Q+������������
Magazine.

������������������������������������������������;����
religious customs. The intervention of British Colonists 
�		�������
���������������	��������
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�����������������������������������
��������������
Kapu Culture

The Kahanamoku Brothers at Waikiki Beach practicing 
�
������������������������	���������
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The Makaha photograph of 1953, published by the 
associated press in California, triggered growth in 
����������&���	������������������X
��	������������
�
�������	������������
�����
�������
������
����'�����
Brown in the Makaha photograph or the handsome 
prankster and “Ambassador of Aloha” Rabbit Kekai, 
�����
������������	������������	��������X
������Y������
men searching for adventure at new breaks, became 
�
��������������������	�����������Z��������������
Americans devoted their lives to the waves, working 
part time jobs for maegre wages so that they could surf 
during the summer. 

X
��������������������������(1961), and the 
������������	�X
��%���
�%����]!$#^_����������������
an international stage. The pre-colonial Hawaiians had 
�������������������������	���Y�������������������������
a far cry from the culture of sex surrounding it modern 
image. 

The media plays a constant role in the growth and 
��Y���������	���������X
�������������	��������
	�������
������Y��������		�������	�������������������
a new form of time geography that would have to be 
exchange through exhibition and performance media. 
This is very different to the self contained diffusion 
discussed by Hagerstrand. 

Later generations of boardsports show cultural 
��������	���������*��������������������������������
regarded as being fringe, lewd, anti-authoritarian. Most 
importantly, boardsports still use the media as a means 
of diffusion.

The Makaha photograph featuring Woody Brown, 1953

The Origins of Boardsports in the Media

18

�����������������������Y��������������������������
that can be sold on a global stage. Bands like that 
of the Beach boys are a key exponent of this media 
assisted global diffusion.

(����������	������
�������������������������
innovation diffusion, but at the same time distances 
�������	�������������Y�����������������������������
sporting roots.
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Global Innovation Diffusion: Innsbruck

Board Sports
Skiing Sports

Potential Innsbruck Bundle

20

The innovation diffusion of boardsports shifted 
towards Western Europe. It has bundled and exchanged 
its culture and ideas with traditional European sports, 
particularily the skiing sports family.

�����������������
����������	�������+�����������������
�
�
��&���	���������������������������X
�������Y���������
of snowboards were called “snurfers” and were mainly 
used by skate boarders or surfers practicing in the 
snow.

=���������
�����+������������������������
���X
��
city is positioned at an important intersection between 
skiing sports, originating in Europe and the rapidly 
hybridising boardsports from the USA. A company like 
Burton, an American snowboarding manufacturer, has 
noticed this potential for Innsbruck as a bundle. It has 
established its European Headquarters in Innsbruck, 
�
������������
��������	�������	�������	����
���������
American boardsports innovations.
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Innsbruck Bundle

Board Sports
Skiing Sports

Potential Innsbruck Bundle
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Innsbruck Bundle

Board Sports
Skiing Sports

Potential Innsbruck Bundle
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In contrast to the time geography of sports, the Ikea 
bag is carried by Ikeas rapid expansion from Sweden 
to Europe and then the rest of the world. Innsbruck is 
situated within a dense nest of other Ikeas. The bag 
is a branding tool of Swedish culture and a symbol 
�	�����������������������	��������=����������������
that understands the potential of its own innovation 
diffusion, and markets itself through its universal 
properties of functionality and neutral western style. 
The bag is a tool that incorporates these properties 
but cannot innovate or evolve itself. It must be a clear 
and un-distilled branding that becomes immersive in 
its multiplicity. It is designed to carry not just the ikea 
brand and its products, but anything else, including the 
wind.

The Ikea bag is an example of how far reaching, 
controlled and borderless an innovation diffusion can 
be. The bag is like an innovation diffusion machine, 
loaded with western culture, and hopefully Ikea 
products.

“To create a better everday life for many.”
-Ikea Mission Statement

The Diffusion Machine

24

A global map of Ikeas store locations and their opening 
years. The earliest store was opened in Sweden in 1943 
so this is drawn as a corresponding scaled column.

The Ikea generated global store map.
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Innsbruck Time Geography
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New and Old Innsbruck Sports Territories
Innsbruck is surrounded by skiing areas that have 
expanded and contracted over time. The growing 
popularity of cars and the Innsbruck Winter Olympics 
of 1964 and 1976, led to a major infrastructural works 
in Tirol, such as the construction of the Olympicstrasse, 
the Brenner Autobahn, the Inntal Autobahn, aswell as 
airport and cable car improvements.

The Ski areas in the Inn Valley have become more 
unpopular since this infrastructural expansion. The 
larger, more self contained resorts, that are more than 
10 kilometers away have become more popular for 
both locals and tourists. 

28



27

New and Old Innsbruck Sports Territories
Innsbruck is surrounded by skiing areas that have 
expanded and contracted over time. The growing 
popularity of cars and the Innsbruck Winter Olympics 
of 1964 and 1976, led to a major infrastructural works 
in Tirol, such as the construction of the Olympicstrasse, 
the Brenner Autobahn, the Inntal Autobahn, aswell as 
airport and cable car improvements.

The Ski areas in the Inn Valley have become more 
unpopular since this infrastructural expansion. The 
larger, more self contained resorts, that are more than 
10 kilometers away have become more popular for 
both locals and tourists. 

28



29

(	��������
������������`�QQ����
���������
walks directly from work into the mountains 
to hike. He is able to reach a certain mountain 
hut, but nothing beyond and can have a brief 
drink. He then returns to his house at 10.30pm 
to be with his family for a short period of time 
before having to rest for the next days work. 

The Maximum Daily Prism: Workers

These diagrams, based on those done by Thor 
Hagerstrand, illustrate a theoretical maximum daily 
prism for typical workers in Innsbruck before the 
common use of cars. The mobile workers, those who 
travel by car, and the immobile workers, those who 
mainly walk, are dictated by a similar time structure; 
�������������������������������������������������	��
��
day. However, because of the new mobility potential of 
a car, the width of the contemporary workers prism has 
stretched to inculde activities that are many kilometers 
away.

An adult working male from Hall leaves for 
work at 8.00am  and walks to work which is 
within 5km of his house.

He is able to walk to a local a restaurant for 
lunch and return within his hour and a half 
lunch break.

The Maximum Daily Prism: Immobile Worker

30
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drives directly from work to a the ski resort 
of Axam Lizum. There he will meet his 
family and friends, ski under lights, eat 
dinner and drink in the resort restaurant and 
bar. He is able to return home at 10.30pm to 
be with his family for a short period of time 
before having to rest for the next days work. 

The Maximum Daily Prism: Mobile Worker

An adult working male living in the village of 
Kematan in Tirol leaves for work at 8.00am 
and drives to work which is in Innsbruck 
10kms away.

He is able to drive to a restaurant in another 
part of Innsbruck for lunch and return 
within his hour and a half lunch break.
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A Day in the Life:  The Worker

Immobile Worker

Mobile Worker
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At 5.00pm they return to Innsbruck by bus and 
walk to a restaurant in Old Town. They return 
to their hotel for the night. 

The Maximum Daily Prism: Tourist

A tourist and his family starts his day at 
8.00am and walks from his hotel to a tram that 
takes them up to the village of Igls to ski on 
Patscherkofel. By the time they are skiing it is 
10.00am.

After three hours, they ski all the way into the 
village Igls and then take the bus to the village 
of Lans for lunch. 

They return to the same ski slopes at 3.00pm 
for another two hours of skiing.

The Maximum Daily Prism: Immobile Tourist

Both mobile and immobile tourists are dictated by a 
similar daily time schedule. The contemporary tourist 
has a wider maximum prism and can reach ski resorts 
many kilometers away. 

34

The Maximum Daily Prism: Mobile Tourist

A tourist and his family starts his day at 7.30am 
and immediately starts driving to the Kuhtai 
Ski Resort 40km away. By the time they are 
skiing it is 9.30am.

After three hours the family ski into a food court 
and sports store halfway up the mountain.

They return to the same ski slopes at 3.00pm 
for another two hours of skiing.

At 5.00pm the family stops skiing and meets 
at a restaurant in the resort village. They watch 
the football at the lounge bar, before returning 
home at 12.00 midnight.



33

At 5.00pm they return to Innsbruck by bus and 
walk to a restaurant in Old Town. They return 
to their hotel for the night. 

The Maximum Daily Prism: Tourist

A tourist and his family starts his day at 
8.00am and walks from his hotel to a tram that 
takes them up to the village of Igls to ski on 
Patscherkofel. By the time they are skiing it is 
10.00am.

After three hours, they ski all the way into the 
village Igls and then take the bus to the village 
of Lans for lunch. 

They return to the same ski slopes at 3.00pm 
for another two hours of skiing.

The Maximum Daily Prism: Immobile Tourist

Both mobile and immobile tourists are dictated by a 
similar daily time schedule. The contemporary tourist 
has a wider maximum prism and can reach ski resorts 
many kilometers away. 

34

The Maximum Daily Prism: Mobile Tourist

A tourist and his family starts his day at 7.30am 
and immediately starts driving to the Kuhtai 
Ski Resort 40km away. By the time they are 
skiing it is 9.30am.

After three hours the family ski into a food court 
and sports store halfway up the mountain.

They return to the same ski slopes at 3.00pm 
for another two hours of skiing.

At 5.00pm the family stops skiing and meets 
at a restaurant in the resort village. They watch 
the football at the lounge bar, before returning 
home at 12.00 midnight.



35

A Day in the Life: The Tourist
The maximum daily prism of the immobile tourist 
encourages a more localised tourist experience. 
The surrounding leisure areas, like the Norkette or 
Patscherkofel are smaller bundles that overlap with 
each other. Innsbruck becomes the greater bundle 
sitting between all of these leisure bundles. The city is 
inevitably tied into the tourist experience. 

Immobile Tourist

Mobile Tourist
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The Maximum Daily Prism: Mobile Tourist
The latest layer of infrastructure and car ownership 
has enabled a more liberal use of the skiing territories 
around Innsbruck. A family with a car can practically 
reach a resort 50km away or 5km away. However, 
outer ski resorts have become more successful since 
they have accommodated a greater variety of programs, 
observation deck bar, restaurants, sports stores or 
simpl;y most pists. Once a family arrives at the resort, 
the individual liberalism is lost. The car is to be left 
��
��������
����������������������������+���/���
prism is reduced to the limits of the resort. All of one‘s 
capacity to consume, produce or exchange as a bundle, 
must be enacted within the tightest and most controlled 
of bundles; a lift, cable car, or a freestyle competition. 
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The Maximum Daily Prism: The Worker and Tourist

Immobile Tourist

Immobile Worker

Mobile Worker

Although contemporary mobility offers the worker or a 
tourist a greater prism, and consequently more choices 
for his or her disposable time, it conversely dissolves 
this long understood social and labour ecology of the 
village and town, for which bundles had previously 
thrived. Still bundles must manifest themselves 
somehow. For example, innovation diffusion has 
accelerated in the case of boardsports. Therefore the 
workers new mobility has forced bundles to operate in 
different concentrations and conditions. 

The small daily prism of a walking worker, or public 
transport tourist, ensures that bundles occur within 
the immediate proximity of the city. Infrastructural 
developments have further encouraged the ownership 
of cars and generated larger maximum daily prisms. 
The bundles from the tourist or the daily worker have 
been displaced and reformed. The bundle for the daily 
worker, would have been limited to the extents of the 
township or village, and the urban organization of the 
�����������
�Y������������
����X
��
���������
���
walking distance of the factory, the Church, the shop 
and the tavern. However, with contemporary mobility, 
that bundle has been stretched across a region, and in 
reality, does not resemble its initial form.

Mobile Tourist

40



39

The Maximum Daily Prism: The Worker and Tourist

Immobile Tourist

Immobile Worker

Mobile Worker

Although contemporary mobility offers the worker or a 
tourist a greater prism, and consequently more choices 
for his or her disposable time, it conversely dissolves 
this long understood social and labour ecology of the 
village and town, for which bundles had previously 
thrived. Still bundles must manifest themselves 
somehow. For example, innovation diffusion has 
accelerated in the case of boardsports. Therefore the 
workers new mobility has forced bundles to operate in 
different concentrations and conditions. 

The small daily prism of a walking worker, or public 
transport tourist, ensures that bundles occur within 
the immediate proximity of the city. Infrastructural 
developments have further encouraged the ownership 
of cars and generated larger maximum daily prisms. 
The bundles from the tourist or the daily worker have 
been displaced and reformed. The bundle for the daily 
worker, would have been limited to the extents of the 
township or village, and the urban organization of the 
�����������
�Y������������
����X
��
���������
���
walking distance of the factory, the Church, the shop 
and the tavern. However, with contemporary mobility, 
that bundle has been stretched across a region, and in 
reality, does not resemble its initial form.

Mobile Tourist

40



41

A focused survey of Innsbruck freestyle sports people 
was taken to draw a contemporary map of their 
time geography. The survey asked freestyle sports 
people to draw their locations on a map of Innsbruck 
over the course of a day. The study group was often 
	�������������/��������	�����������|�	������	���������
territories such as the Landhausplatz, the Tivoli and 
the group of freestyle sports stores in Wiltern. It is 
acknowledged that there is a bias towards these areas, 
but the value of such a study is in the contextual time 
geography that occurs around these activities; knowing 
when and where the eventual freestyle location was 
arrived and departed.

The freestyle sports people were also asked about 
the transport they used. This became a question too 
��	������	��������	��
�����}���������������������������
It seemed that in the course of a day, a freestylesports 
person would use multiple forms of transport. For 
example a bicycle to and from school, a skateboard

���*���
�������~������������
����������������������
walk back up a hill to their house. The freestyle sports 
people were inconsistent in the mode of transport that 
they used from day to day. 

On no occasion was there found to be a car involved, 
however this would mainly be a result of the study 
group being on average below the driving age.

A Freestyle Time Geography

Example of survey sheet asking freestyle sports people 
to mark their daily time and locations.

42

Freestyle #1

Freestyle #2

Freestyle #3

Freestyle #4

Freestyle #5

Freestyle #6

Freestyle #7

Freestyle #8

Freestyle #9

Freestyle #10

Freestyle #11

Freestyle #12

Freestyle Pathway Results
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There is a clear maximum daily prism that extends to 
the current limits of the city. For example, “Freestyle 
#12” rides to work on a bmx and leaves at 6.00pm. He 
is comfortable with riding out to the bmx park on the 
edge of the city, go to the gym, and then return back 
home in the centre of Innsbruck. Although there is 
only one example where a subject travels, it indicates 
maximum daily prism. 

Outdoor Leisure Period

Indoor Leisure Period

School/University/Work

Morning Commute

Sleep

Sleep

A Freestyle Maximum Daily Prism

The Freestyle Maximum Daily Prism
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Freestyle Time Space Pathways
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Innsbruck Skaters Space-Time Prism
The various freestyle pathways constitutes a bundle in 
Innsbruck and effectively a new leisure territory in the 
city. As the survey shows, this new bundle is broad and 
reaches to the edge of the city limits. This offers the 
possibility to overlap and engage with bundles of the 
old tourist territories on the surrounding plateaus.
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Immobile Tourist
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Innsbruck Leisure Valley
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The Valley Section as Leisure Habitat

Alpine Snowboarding Jibbing Kite Skateboarding

Early industrial section by Scottish Urbanist, Patrick 
Geddes late in the 19th Century

Late Industrial by Robert and Alison Smithson

Inn Valley Leisure Section

50
Airboarding ������ FreeboardingSkateboarding Mountain Boarding Half-Pipe Snowboarding

A comparison between a current section of the Inn 
Valley with sections done by Scottish Urbanist, Patrick 
Geddes late in the 19th Century and a valley section 
���������
��(�������������������
��������
��!$`Q+���
reveals an evolution from an early industrial society, 
�����������������������������������������������������������
���������J�����������������
���������������������������
for the different areas of the valley, from the miner 
in the mountains to the city which was located on 
the estuary as a “social evolution of mankind”. Each 
region of the valley was occupied with a density and 
architectural type that responded to its immediate 
habitat but also looked towards the city as a cultural 
Acropolis. 

This notion of the ideal city being based on the valley 
section was re-interpreted by Robert and Alison 
Smithson in the context of the late industrial society of 
�
��!$`Q+������
�������	��
��Y������
�����������Y���������
of association” with the inner city. 

The contemporary valley section represents a similar 
scale of association to the Innsbruck city. If we just 
take the various types of boardsports and locate them 
in their appropriate habitats, for example skateboarding 
in the city centre, freeboarding on the steep valley 
road, mountain boarding in the woods and alpine 
snowboarding near the peaks, we see that the valley 
can operate as a larger ideal leisure city and bundle. 
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Just as the Geddes valley represents the ideal diffusion 
of occupation and architectural in different areas, 
the Innsbruck valley has also diffused sports to their 
appropriate habitats. Importantly this diffusion is 
accelerating and occuring by different technological 
capabilities and prerssures.

Contemporary Leisure Valley

This map represents the territories of boardsports in the 
��������+�������������
��Y���������������������������
��	���
reaching ski resorts. 

The Patrick Geddes envisionioned the ideal city 
involving the urban built environment and the 
surrounding valley.

Snowboarding

Event Snowboarding

Air Boarding

Free Boarding

River Surf

Skateboarding 
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The Inn Valley Diffused
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The Inn Valley Diffused
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An Inbetween Bundle
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Local Sports Network
The city of Innsbruck and the cluster of villages on 
the southern plateau can be considered as bundles in 
themselves, attracting tourists and freestyles sports 
people. There is a potential for these two close bundles 
to overlap further, and form a secondary bundle. 

This map marks out the sports network that operates 
near this bundle intersection. These important zones 
include the Bergisal Ski Jump, the skating hotspot 
of Landhausplatz, the Olympic Precinct and the 
wintersports hub of Igls. The network of roads, 
backstreets and pathways that feed these zones are 
funnelled into a very small prism by the dramatic 
topography of the city edge. This section of land 
becomes interesting as a breeding ground for a new 
bundle. 

Leisure Routes

Existing Leisure Areas
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In this site, there already exists a complex overlay, or a 
bundle of time space pathways. These pathways can be 
read in their built architectural or infrastructural traces. 
For example, the freeway serves the driver of the car at 
a high speed covering a great distance between cities, 
towns or even countries. It has a spatial infrastructure 
of acoustic walls, speed signals, barriers etc. However 
the foot-bridge serves the walker, who requires 
the hand rail, a certain tread of stair and a width of 
	������
��=���
��������
���������������������
���Y������
of circulation paths.

Pathway Intersection

The city edge has a intense overlay of space time 
pathways enabled by technology.

60

The physical residue of overlapping space time 
pathways.
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Overlapping Time and Space

62

Each of the coloured lines represents a different 
pathway over a time period. Therefore the steeper the 
pathway, the more time has passed and the slower the 
individual is moving. Potential human, geological, 
infastructural pathways have also been drawn.

Because the site is so overlayed and intersected by 
these patways, a person has a hybrid experience of the 
site that is the sum of all the pathways. 

Hiker/Jogger

Bretter Keller Owner
Customer
The Eroding Earth

The Mountain Biker
The Mining Truck

The City Dweller

The Tram

The International Driver

The Electricity

The River Water
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Intersecting Pathways
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Intersecting Pathways
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A space-time pathway can be drawn out from the 
telephone tower that sits between the two highways. 
If the Brenner Autobahn has a pathway travelling at a 
speed of 110km/hr towards Italy, than the pathway of 
the tower is travelling the speed of light, continuously 
and in every direction. It encompasses the whole 
prism, and because it instantaneously connects to other 
networks, it effectively encompasses the globe.

The Extroverted Bundle 
Hiker/Jogger

Bretter Keller Owner
Customer
The Eroding Earth

The Mountain Biker
The Mining Truck

The City Dweller

The Tram

The International Driver

The Electricity

The River Water
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A comparison of Thor Hagerstands space time 
diagrams reveals a completely different space time 
structure. In Hagerstrands diagram there is a bounding 
prism for which all the space time pathways of a 
day can be contained and analysized as a cohesive 
organsim. However, in the contemporary prism, albeit 
a differently scaled prism, the pathways almost never 
remain inside. To hold the space time pathways of the 
people travelling on the BrennerBahn, or the media 
reach of the telephone tower within a prism would be 
impossible, unless one was to expand that prism to a 
global scale.

Time Geography Diagram of a Town from Thor 
Hagerstarnds research. The daily time space pathway is 
traceable with the prism of a town or village.
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New Urban Theatre: Landhausplatz
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The Landhausplatz is a public space that has been 
dogged by a heavy history. The Neue Landhaus 
was constructed under the Third Reich to house 
the expanded Nazi bureaucracy and is therefore a 
prominent reminder for Tyroleans of this period. 
The Liberation Arch was built during 1944-45 whilst 
French troops occupied Innsbruck. The arch has a 
strange architectural relationship to the Neue Landhaus 
Building, and somehow reinforces a connection to 
the Third Reich period. There is also a an abstract 
sculpture and a Jewish memorial that further confuses 
any meaning for the site. 

As a consequence of World War II, all of these 
�������������	����������������������	��
��(������
Forces. There is also a carpark underneath the 
Landesplatz. For many years the space struggled to 
be activated by the city, despite the introduction of 
different program. Many argued that activities such as 
a Christmas Market were disrespectful to the memory 
of WWII that the monuments.

A Loaded Past

70
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The Landhausplatz was redesigned and opened in 
2011 with a smooth concrete surface that preserves 
�
���/�����������������	�������������������������
not allowed, but there is a clear intention for this space 
���������������������������=���
����������
���	����
opening, the Landhausplatz is a thriving, active space 
with skaters and bmx riders.

Since the space could not be accepted by the older 
generations, who still read the site with all its loaded 
connotations, it was given over to a younger generation 
who has little memory or fear of its history. 

   

Landhausplatz Rebirth
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The Landhausplatz lends itself to performance. The red 
marks are the spectators who settle on the perimeter 
in the shade or perch themselves on the centre of the 
concrete islands. The skaters are scattered between the 
islands and usually relate to a group of spectators such 
as a father watching his child, a photographer capturing 
������������������������������������������Y����
���
friend.

A Social Spectacle

A constant interplay between performer and spectator.

Spectator

Skater

74

*���
�������~��������������	�����	����������������
interraction of mainly skaters and spectators that 
smoothly meshes into the existing urban fabric of 
Innsbruck.
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Staging
The freestyle performance takes on its own relating 
to an audience complexity. The positions of the two 
skaters were mapped over a six minute period. The 
green skater experiments with a variety of edges and 
surfaces all across the park, exhibiting his tricks freely 
to any of the spectators. The pink skater performs to an 
audience of his own social group. The group of friends 
each takes a turn to skate the same quarter pipe. This 
small territory becomes social stage with a time and 
spatial regime. 

Spectator

Pink Skater

Green Skater

A group of skaters performing to each other.

76

Tracking two skaters over time.



75

Staging
The freestyle performance takes on its own relating 
to an audience complexity. The positions of the two 
skaters were mapped over a six minute period. The 
green skater experiments with a variety of edges and 
surfaces all across the park, exhibiting his tricks freely 
to any of the spectators. The pink skater performs to an 
audience of his own social group. The group of friends 
each takes a turn to skate the same quarter pipe. This 
small territory becomes social stage with a time and 
spatial regime. 

Spectator

Pink Skater

Green Skater

A group of skaters performing to each other.

76

Tracking two skaters over time.
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Media Staging
Another media stage set towards the camera lens and 
microphone has emerged. This stage is informed by 
the constraints of media technology, for example the 
zoom of a camera lens or the 10.07 minute YouTube 
upload limit. It is also informed by the subjects cultural 
background, like a style of music to accompany the 
Y������������
����	��
��������������������������
����
like the “peep-hole angle” shot from below the subject. 

This second stage has a spatial presence beyond the 
immediate site. Using the vehicle of digital networks, 
most notably the internet, the second stage becomes 
an omni-present global space. Its audience is probably 
��
����������
����
�����������������������������������
during the day.

Spectator

Skater 2

Skater 1

(�����������������	�������������������*���
�������~�

78

The green skater performs a free exhibition, whilst 
the pink skater perform to each other in a casually 
organized sequence.
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Online media changes the typical notion of 
performance to an audience. A skater may be alone at 
a skatepark to set up a camera on himself and record 
his tricks. The skater intends to upload the recorded 
performance on Youtube, and will probably be watched 
by several thousand people. However the skater is not 
�
������������+���������
����	��Y����
���
�
���������
immediatly liked, dislikes or commented on. Rather, 
he is as expressive and free as he his singing at home 
in the shower. The technological ability to self edit 
has an empowering affect on his performance. He is 
projecting to the bathroom mirror and to the masses of 
a stadium all at the same time. 

Landhaustudio

80
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Contemporary Global Diffusion
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Through the analysis of new freestyle sports 
a new time geography has emerged, completly 
different to that which Thorsten Hagerstrand had 
���Y������������������'��
��
����Y���������	�����
information technologies such as the internet, mobile 
phones, or compact cameras, the freestyle experience 
����/��������
����
��
���������
��������������������
projected onto the black monitor, into bedrooms or 
living rooms all over the world.

The following diagram maps out this process: 

-A freestyler performs to an immediate audience of like 
minded friends or strangers.

-The performance is brought to an expanded audience 
by means of media technology or simple word of 
���
��X
������������	��
�����	��������������������
by an ideal fashion identity and product. This is 
published through print media, online blogs, but is 
mainly published on existing online media platforms. 

-The online media sheperds the expanded audience 
towards new spots and stages for freestyle sports. 
Google Maps is one such example of an online 
platform that enables spots to shared in an interactive 
way.

Finally freestyle sports are enacted at spots.

This process repeats in a cycle.

The vehicle of online media has empowered an omni-
present innovation diffusion that trancends typical 
geographical boundaries.
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The most recent evolution of the boardsports family 
is Free-bording. Since the sport was only invented in 
1996, a few years after the birth of digital media, there 
��������������������������+����Y������������Y������
diffusion.

Freebording was developed by Steen Strand as 
a product design project at Stanford University. 
The sport is more or less a hybridised version of 
skateboarding and snowboarding enabled by a slight 
re-proportion of the deck, the addition of bindings and 
�
�������������/�����	�������������������
����������	��
��
deck. A freeborder is able to ride down a steep (10-15 
degree) road at a much higher speed than a skateboard 
can safely achieve, and can carve and drift like a 
snowboarder.  

Freebording: 1996-

86

The image above is taken from a freebord online 
shop and forum. It offers an incite into the marketing 
strategies of the company by displaying the stage 
(Sparkasse Platz Innsbruck), the role model, the brand, 
the product and the means of purchase, all in the  single 
frame. The online shop is immersive and accelerates 
the shopping process.
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The following map was downloaded from the 
international Freebording website. Freeborders register 
their details and location on the Google generated map 
indicating where Freebording is concentrated mostly. 
Some of the registrations authenticity are questionable, 
for example in the very remote region of China or in 
Central Australia.

Generating the Network

88

Freebording on remote roads.
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Freebord Network Diffusion compared to Boardsports Diffusion

Rapid Diffusion
��������������������	��
����������������������������+��
short twelve year history, it has seen a rapid diffusion 
��������
���������&�������
��������������
��
������
centuries to diffuse or skateboarding which took 
decades. The new original bundle of freebording is 
focused entirely on one locality and one period of time.

Boardsports

Freebording Created Network

Self Developing Network

90

This map found on Facebook shows Freebord Austria 
tagged as a spot amongst other online Freebording 
networks. Although these networks are distributed 
globally, they can still meet and interact in the same 
virtual Google Map terrain. This is representative of a  
contemporary bundle; interactive on a global, local and 
digital scale.
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Freebording has a relatively small following compared 
to skateboarding or snowboarding. Nonetheless the 
sport is able to exhibit itself through digital media onto 
a global stage. In affect, the participation of the sport is 
smaller than its global exposure would suggest. 

As in the situation of Ikea, there is an understanding by 
the Freedbording manufacturer, about contemporary 
global diffusion, and its online commercial potential. 
Freebording intends to bypass the local bundle, for 
example a High School or a workplace, and engage 
with the internet and its various media stages. 

The red markers represent online networks that 
have been formed without the assistance of the 
Freebording Company. All of the orange markers 
represent networks that have been established by the 
Freebording Company. There is a clear strategy of 
����������������������
����������	��������������~���
platform is established in a new market, without 
existing freeborders. The new online platform projects 
itself into other social networks as a new sub-culture, 
with some sort of national identity. The company even 
leap frogs the existing networks to gain a foothold 
in growing freestyle sports markets, such as Eastern 
Europe.

Online Colonizing

Freebording Created Network

Self Developing Network

The rapid diffusion of online freebording networks to 
online “Freebord Controlled” platforms. 

92

Image of Innsbruck is taken from the Freebord video, 
“Freebord A-Team in Austria: The Out of Towners”
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Develop a small and skilled exhibition team to create 
project a perception of “sub-cultural” popularity.

Freebording Diffusion Strategy

Establish a national media platform.

94

Exchange with other boardsports networks. Relink this “community” into the international 
Freebording network via the previously established 
international website. Ensure the communities remain 
within the broader freebording network. Rely on the 
network for brand diffusion and customer growth.
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Diffuse the innovation by establishing online 
�������������	�����=�������������������
�����������
sports presence using freestyle sports media. Control 
and gate the network so that the innovation does not 
���������������������������	����/�����������������

Freebording Created Network

Self Developing Network

Intelligent Diffusion

96
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Ithaca and Innsbruck as Bundles
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Ithaca as a Bundle

Hyper Landscape Ithaca Downtown Althletic Club New York

Ithaca as a Bundle

100

Sebastion Marots Phd. research, “Exile on Main 
Street”, proposed that there is a “sub-urbanism”, where 
the traditional hierarchy between program and site has 
been subverted. 
“The site is somehow the poetic generator of 
architecture... a regulation or a matrix for the design to 
be imposed.” 

Marot is able to trace an example of a, “sub-urbanism” 
to the up-state New York town of Ithaca, the seat 
of Cornell University. The site of Ithaca is labelled 
by Marot as a “hyper-landscape”, a richly textured 
natural history environment, with gorges carved from 
glaciers and deep blue lakes. Marot suggests that 
Ithaca subdues the ideas the of prominant architectural 
academics, such as Colin Rowe, Rem Koolhaas and 
�������Z��
�����������������
��������������
�������
a thickened reading of landscape and urbanism. The 
manifestos of ������������������, by Rem Koolhaas, 
������������, by Colin Rowe and ������������������
�� �����!"�
�����, by Oswald Matheus Hungus, 
are all published in 1978, following their research in 
Ithaca. The town was also located just far enough away 
from Boston and New York and could therefore loosely 
participate in the Architectural discourse of those 
cultural hubs.

A time geography of Ithaca, and its “Landscape 
Fictions, based on True Stories”, illustrates a very 
productive bundle within the faculties of Cornell 
University. 

Berlin as a Green Urban Archipelago, by 
Oswald Matheus Hungus, 1978

Collage City, by Colin Rowe, 1978

Delirious New York, by Rem Koolhaas, 1978
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Innsbruck as a Bundle
Importantly Ithaca shares many geographical 
similarities to Innsbruck and therefore could be 
��������������������������	���=��������+�����������
as a cultural bundle. 

Firstly, the notion of a “hyper-landscape” could easily 
be applied to Innsbruck. Ironically, the Inn Valley was 
also carved out by glaciers to form dramatic mountain 
walls like the Nordkette. Since the city is situated 
deep in the Alps, it is also shares the quality of being 
more conveniently detached from the rest of Europe 
despite being at the geographical crossroads of major 
cultural hubs like Munich, Venice, Milan and Vienna. 
The perfect amount of isolation could help Innsbruck 
to become an incubator for sports and other types of 
cultural innovation.

(��������=�������������������������/���������
�������
of sports innovation, for example some international 
sports infastructure and design companies, like Burton, 
have headquarters in the city. However, the example 
of Ithaca, tells us that there is more potential for 
Innsbruck in terms of innovation.

The city is also blessed with the ideal leisure city 
landscape, yet currently much of this sporting habitat 
��������|��������������
����������������}���������������
importantly not innovative for those who use it. 

Rather than slowly cottoning onto the latest generation 
of sports, Innsbruck can itself innovate, develop and 
������	����
����/��������������	�������������������

102

To achieve the Innsbruck bundle, a more intelligent 
strategy needs to be implemented by planners and 
authorities. It should aim to invest in new sports 
infastructure, on the periphery of the city. A program of 
small scale interventions into the existing urban fabric 
should be built to further encourage the innovation that 
already exist in Innsbruck. A sports manufacturer will 
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and therefore will be attracted to the city. 

Lastly these architectural interventions should 
accomodate the virtual media realities of new sports 
so that the innovation diffusion can be accelerated, 
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Innsbruck Freestyle Park



107

A space beneath the Brennerbahn seemed suitable to 
test the research of innovation diffusion and perhaps 
stimulate an Innsbruck bundle. The site is already 
connected to an existing leisure network. It is situated 
between the traditional sports area around Igls and the 
urban freestyle area with the Landhausplatz and Tivoli 
skate park 1-2kms away. Hopefully the user of these 
places can bundle and innovate on the selected site.

Freestyle sports have a culture of thriving in the 
background. Therefore the stage should be visually 
detached from its urban surrounds and found by its 
users. This will encourage the kind of community that 
will treat the site as their own territory to be maintained 
and improved.

The Black Sheep

Leisure Routes

Existing Leisure Areas

108

Community Ownership and Regulation at 
Landhausplatz
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Re-Branding Innsbruck

Freestyle capital by association.

Innsbruck as a Freebord hotspot

How can architecture and the media situate Innsbruck 
as a Freestyle Capital, both from a public and 
commercial viewpoint.

110

The loaded brand becomes the architecture.

Enable the Brand to exist in a temporary way.
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The Geelong Waterfront Skatepark is a newly built 
example of a media stage that remains locally 
attractive. The rendering below describes the various 
stages that skaters may perform and where spectators 
may view. The structures that goes over these stages 
conceals a sound system, lighting and security 
cameras. A review by a skateboarding enthusiast 
describes the balance between the authenticity and 
staged quality of the park.

The reviewer shows us that it is important to treat the 
media stage of a skatepark in a subversive manner 
so that the local and traditional skaters might still be 
attracted to the authentic, backstreet ambience.

A Stage of Balance: Geelong Waterfront Skatepark, 2009
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Publicly adverstised view of skatepark with various 
stages.

112

Geelong Waterfront Skatepark, night view beneath 
media structure. Concealed speakers, Ipod docks and 
rigs for event lighting. 
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exhibition and experimentation of freestyle sports. The 
space should be sensually overwelming, in its variation 
of surface, slope and edge, its lighting, sound and 
visual projection to the freestyling public and locals. 
Users of the park can broadcast themselves globally 
Y�����������������

The second stage is projected to commercials 
entities and is more subversive. Freestyle marketers 
and designers become the hidden audience that 
observes the stage. Marketers and designers can test 
new technology and trends on the active freestyle 
���������X
��������	�=����������������	����
��
stage since the backdrop of the Nordkette, the signature 
of Innsbruck lifestyle will be brtoadcast through the 
omni present mediaspace.

Broadcasting Freestyle Sports
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Podium
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The freestyle park is a staged contortion of the 
freestyle sports absurd media relationship. It is a 
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or global media can be recorded, edited and projected 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, on a 
public and commerical webfeeds. The performance 
is staged beneath the BrennerBahn to enable a large 
degree of enclosure and control, that is required for a 
broadcasting studio. 

X
������������������������������	�������
�����������
pipe rim, that slips over the topography. More 
extensive skate elements such as blocks, rails or half-
pipes are to be introduced by local and commercial 
interests. This allows the possibility for a large event to 
be staged, and for there to be a degree of ownership by 
the local freestyle community.

A manufacturers and public workshop is located 
beneath the northern rim of the main stage. Much like 
a formula one pitstop, marketers and product designers 
have the opportunity to observe and immediatly 
respond to current trends. Professional skaters using 
new products can be introduced into a controlled and 
contemporary environment to be studied in a “focus 
group” situation. The freestyle public would not be 
aware that they are being so closely studied. The 
workshop is even publicly open for local freestyle

sportspeople to use, side by side the manufacturers, so 
that the innovation and evolution of these sports can be 
accelerated and and re-marketed immediatly.

There is also a smaller stage, concealed from the view, 
beneath the highway. This serves as a practice bowl 
for major events. It is a less obviously surveyed area, 
that reinforces the notion of urban exploration that 
is so important for the freestyle sportsperson. It is an 
isolated space more removed from the media. Beneath 
the small stage, there is a retail area, editing rooms 
and totally controlled studio that opens onto the main 
stage area. The studio can be used for professional 
broadcasting of an event, or be used for live music. The 
retail space is important for the overall regulation of 
the freestyle park. It supervises the enclosed areas and 
offers parts and repair services to users. There are also 
editing booths and lockers that serve the public media. 

X
�������������������������Y������
��������������
can be used around the site for free. A sloped earthen 
surface is left to be used for jibbing or freestyle bmx. 
A long stair and rail leads to the top of the slope. A 
small viewing area suggests a potential for a larger 
event. The road and the rest of the parks surface are left 
untouched, to maintain the site as a thoroughfare for 
joggers, mountain bikers and hikers, and to invite these 
users onto the site.

Live Studio Innsbruck
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Under Stage Plan
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Model displays workshops below main stage.

118

Innsbruck and commercial interests are integrated in 
the same online media package.
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