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Fig. 1 Monopoly Electronic Banking boardgame

mo-nop-o-ly1

–noun, plural -lies.

1.  exclusive control of a commodity or service in a particular
     market, or a control that makes possible the manipulation of  
     prices. 
2.  an exclusive privilege to carry on a business, traffic, or service,     
     granted by a government.
3.  the exclusive possession or control of something.
4.  something that is the subject of such control, as a commodity or  
     service.
5.  a company or group that has such control.
6.  a board game in which a player attempts to gain a monopoly of  
     real estate by advancing around the board and purchasing
     property, acquiring capital by collecting rent from other players  
     whose pieces land on that property.

Introduction: De-Capitalizing Capitalism

Fig. 1 http://www.hasbro.com/monopoly/en_us/shop/details.cfm?guid=9367a23c-6D40-1014-8bF0-9eFbF894F9D4&product_id=19783&src=endeca
1. http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/monopoly
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In the game of Monopoly, the paramount objective is 
to ‘become the wealthiest player through buying, rent-
ing and selling property’2; methodologically imprecise, 
new-generation players hence silently establish differ-
ent, varying agreements and treaties amongst them-
selves to capitalize their positions in the game. gov-
erned by the law of ‘mutual agreements’, this mode 
of progressing in this mono-political quasi capitalist 
game, as the Marxist theory of the capitalist mode of 
production (kapitalistische Produktionsform) in Das 
Kapital: 

‘In the social production of their existence, men inevitably 
enter into definite relations, which are independent of their 
will, namely relations of production appropriate to a given 
stage in the development of their material forces of produc-
tion. The totality of these relations of production constitutes 
the economic structure of society, the real foundation, on 
which arises a legal and political superstructure and to 
which correspond definite forms of social consciousness’3

But lets not ignore the fact, this particular modality of 
social relations in capitalistic productions are inher-
ently in conflict with the increasing development of 
human productive capabilities, as Dante poetically 
hymned:

Here must all distrust be left;
All cowardice must here be dead.4

given the invisibility(almost absent) of a central politi-
cal capital of the European Union, and the anonymity 
of the anonymously created anonymous, who is to be 
responsible for its disparate drawbacks? Of course, 
considering Jean monnet’s (1888 - 1979) admirable 
planning for the reconstruction of France and europe 
after World War 2, we can confidently be assured that 
the European ‘utopia’, economically, will continue to 
be celebrated. Then, the heaviest encumbrance lies on 
proletariats of the non-bourgeoisie communities of a 
typical capitalist pyramid while eu’s exploitation will 
eventually revolutionize new modes of production, and 
new class struggle contest between societies.

The European’s power of ruling is silent(and wide), 
let’s not obliterate that it could have appeared so 
because, not all other non-EU states’ economy are 
performing fallaciously, but it is the European Union’s 
strict unapportioned law that contiguously expands it’s 
worldwide network bureacratically that is despotic.  

Beginning with the evolutions of the world, Europe, 
and Luxemburg, we will investigate a few of the 
distinctive agreements and multi-layered-overlapping 
treaties endorsed between them, and the understanding 
of Luxemburg as an integral part of europe as a centre 
for economical network of relationships. Themeti-
cally taking closer looks at the following treaties, 
the consummation of the silent power of europe will 
slowly (and have already begun) colonize it’s partners 
into an invisible regime ‘without the use of military 
force’5. From the historic europeans’ colonial rule in 
various parts of the world to modern day Europe, the 
implementation of Luxemburg’s ideology of trade and 
tax tributes has been translated to today’s economically 
capitalist network of treaties and agreements, implic-
itly, will metaphorically overtake the combined effort 
of all 16th century european powers.

though its might have proven economically sustain-
able and consistent since the last half of the century 
surpassing the used-to-be most powerful america fol-
lowing Japan through trade and standardized commod-
ities, how(and what) can Luxemburg capitalize on with 
its geographical positioning in europe and the world? 

According to Mark Leonard in his book ‘Why Europe 
Will Run the 21st Century’, the power of Europe lies 
with its law. europeans have generated a series of com-
mon standards and laws (approximately 80,000 pages 
of text6) to be adhered by the community of the union. 
That being affirmed, future participating members 
must, too, conform to these rules before being com-
missioned. we will investigate the bureaucracy of the 
system and the contradictions that europe and Luxem-
burg has brought upon itself, and the magnetivity of 
the power of this silent empire.  

Accompanied by the title of this book suggests, ‘This 
is not... Luxemburg: Missing Luxemburg’, we too, will 
investigate the interventions that Plateau de Kirchberg 
in particular, have done for Europe frugally and its 
potential to rule the european power as a capital and 
it’s crystalized spatial consequences of the plateau. The 
other connotation will thus be confronted evidently, 
that the invisible is missing; the spatial dogmatism of 
the absent.

Introduction: De-Capitalizing Capitalism

2. http://www.hasbro.com/common/instruct/monins.pdf
3. http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1859/critique-pol-economy/preface.htm
4. Dante Alighieri, translated by Mark Musa, The Divine Comedy: Volume 1: Inferno, Penguin Classics, 2002
5 + 6. Mark Leonard, Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century, Fourth Estate, Great Britain, 2005
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Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists
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Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists
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Fig. 2 The Cantino Planisphere, 1502

the cantino Planisphere (or cantino world map) is 
the earliest surviving map showing Portuguese disco-
veries in the east and west. it is arguably the earliest 
positively dated map of america and shows the islands 
of the Caribbean and the Florida coastline, as well as 
Africa, Europe and Asia, with considerable precision. 
the map is particularly notable for portraying a frag-
mentary record of the brazilian coast.

Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists

Fig. 2  http://de.academic.ru/pictures/dewiki/67/CantinoPlanisphere.png
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Political borders, 1500

Political borders, 1600

england (uK)
France
Portugal
spain
russia (ussr)
Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

netherlands
Denmark

Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists



13

Political borders, 1700

Political borders, 1800

england (uK)
France

Portugal
spain

russia (ussr)
Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

netherlands
Denmark

Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists



14

Political borders, 1900

Political borders, 2000

england (uK)
France
Portugal
spain
russia (ussr)
Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

netherlands
belgium
italy
germany
Denmark

Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists
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the early modern Period (16th century) is charac-
terized by the rise to importance of science and by 
increasingly rapid technological progress, secularized 
civic politics, and the nation-state. Mercantilism and 
capitalist economies began their rise and dominance in 
the trading industries with aristocratic land and busi-
ness owners and as such, also represents the decline 
and subtle desolation. Furthermore, prior to the discov-
ery of the americas which allowed europeans to ex-
pand overseas, this conjointly granted the widespread 
exchange of livestock, food and human population 
including slaves.

with nearly all the agricultural civilizations heavily 
coerced by the environment, Europe’s technological 
advances and the wealth generated by trade gradually 
allowed the rediscovery of the classical world’s scien-
tific contributions, and the economic and social rise of 
europe. the european renaissance also engendered a 
culture of inquisitiveness which ultimately led to the 
Scientific Revolution and finally the great transforma-
tion of the industrial revolution. the advantages that 
europe had developed by the mid-18th century were 
‘entrepreneurial culture,and the wealth generated by 
the atlantic trade (including the african slave trade)7. 
Another socioeconomic explanation looks to demo-
graphics: Europe, with its celibate clergy, colonial emi-
gration, high-mortality urban centers, periodic famines 
and outbreaks of the Black Death, continual warfare, 
and late age of marriage had far more restrained 
population growth, compared to Asian cultures. A rela-
tive shortage of labour meant that surpluses could be 
invested in labour-saving technological advances such 
as water-wheels and mills, spinners and looms, steam 
engines and shipping, rather than fueling population 
growth.

Geographically apparent, the European mountains of 
the Pyrenees, Alps, Apennines, Carpathians and other 
mountain ranges that stretches through the continent 
gave itself a high degree of protection from the peril of 
asian invaders. this also limits the extent of euro-asia 
trade routes, too, preventing from colonizing other 
small states which in turns bounded the income from 
tributes. at the height of its trading across the atlantic 
gave rise to the napoleonic wars. 

With their technological advantages and wealth, Euro-
peans gained control and colonized various states. the 
Scientific Revolution changed humanity’s understand-
ing of the world and happened simultaneously with the 
Industrial Revolution, a major transformation of the 
world’s economies. the industrial revolution began 
in great britain and used new modes of production - 
the factory, mass production, and mechanization - to 
manufacture a wide array of goods faster and using 
less labour than previously. the 20th century opened 
with Europe at an apex of wealth and power, and with 
much of the world under its direct colonial control or 
its indirect domination. much of the rest of the world 
was influenced by heavily Europeanized nations: the 
United States and Japan. As the century unfolded, 
however, the global system ‘dominated by rival powers 
was subjected to severe strains, and ultimately yielded 
to a more fluid structure of independent nations organ-
ized on western models’8. this transformation was 
catalysed by world war 1 which dissolved many of the 
european empires and monarchies followed by world 
war 2 which the economic turmoil being the palpable 
cause. The Cold War allowed Europe to quietly expand 
on its economical and political might at the expense of 
the united states and the soviet union. 

Following the formal independence of the european 
colonies, western and central European nations gradu-
ally formed the political and economic community, 
the European Union, which subsequently expanded 
eastwards to include former soviet satellites. with the 
need to improve the EU’s economy, more new mem-
bers are being recruited. this augmentation of growth 
can be viewed as neo-colonialism confined by treaties 
and absorbed by the law. 

Rise of the Mercantile Capitalists

7. http://wsu.edu/~dee/enLigHt/inDustrY.Htm
8. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_revolution
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Political Borders of Europe
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Fig. 3 Europe as a Queen, original by Sebastian Münster, reproduced in 1570

Political Borders of Europe

Fig. 3 http://strangemaps.files.wordpress.com/2007/07/europeasaqueen.jpg
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Political Borders of Europe

As depicted in Fig. 3, it is ever clear that the dream 
of borderless europe under a single rule of a common 
monarchy-political system had been long imagined 
of since some 500 years ago. Briefly delineated in 
the previous chapter, the apparent explanation for the 
borders of the different empires in europe in the early 
16th century are divided according to its geographical 
boundaries. With the continent’s isolation from Asia, 
the different empires altered their borders within the 
continent forged by various wars, and obvious with 
little references to asia as seen in Fig. 3 drawn by ger-
man cartographer Sebastian Münster (1488 - 1552). 
Portugal as her crown and Spain as her face, it is also 
apparent that these two empires during that period of 
time had political and military might, as followed by 
the French, Germans, Danish and Italy. The rest of 
central and eastern Europe as follows, could signify 
its ‘feeder’ quality of life in these empires. Africa on 
the other hand, has been clearly noted by the familiar 
colour of sand from the desert and its mountainous 
landforms. the mediterranean sea being its formal sea-
trading route in the 16th century proved that explora-
tion southwards of europe has been active for a long 
period of time.  
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Political Borders of Europe

Political borders, 1500
Prominent empires
smaller provinces/states
Luxemburg today

Throughout the early part of this period, capitalism 
(through mercantilism) was replacing feudalism as the 
principal form of economic organization, at least in the 
western half of europe. the period is noted for the rise 
of modern science and the application of its findings to 
technological improvements, which culminated in the 
industrial revolution. spain’s and Portugal’s exploits 
of the new world, which started with Christopher Co-
lumbus’s venture westward in search of a quicker trade 
route to the East Indies in 1492, was soon challenged 
by english and French exploits in north america. 
new forms of trade and expanding horizons made new 
forms of government, law and economics necessary.

*Mercantilism - the economic theory that trade gener-
ates wealth and is stimulated by the accumulation of 
profitable balances

Capitalism - economic and political system in which a 
country’s trade and industry are controlled by private 
owners for profit, rather than by the state.

Feudalism - the nobility held lands from the Crown in 
exchange for military service, and vassals were in turn 
tenants of the nobles, while the peasants were obliged 
to live on their lord’s land and give him homage, labor, 
and a share of the produce, notionally in exchange for 
military protection.
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Political Borders of Europe

Political borders, 1600

The Thirty Years’ War was fought (1618 - 1648), 
principally on the territory of today’s Germany, and 
involved most of the major european powers. begin-
ning as a religious conflict between Protestants and 
Catholics in the Holy Roman Empire, it gradually de-
veloped into a general war involving much of Europe, 
for reasons not necessarily related to religion. the 
major impact of the war, in which mercenary armies 
were extensively used, was the devastation of entire 
regions scavenged bare by the foraging armies. epi-
sodes of widespread famine and disease devastated the 
population of the German states and, to a lesser extent, 
the Low Countries and Italy, while bankrupting many 
of the regional powers involved. The conflicts that trig-
gered it continued unresolved for a much longer time.
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Political borders, 1700

Political Borders of Europe

Eastern Europe was an arena of conflict for domina-
tion between Sweden, the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth and the Ottoman empire. this period saw 
a gradual decline of these three powers which were 
eventually replaced by new enlightened absolutist 
monarchies, Russia, Prussia and Austria. By the turn 
of the 19th century they became new powers, having 
divided Poland between them, with Sweden and Tur-
key having experienced substantial territorial losses to 
russia and austria respectively.



23

Political borders, 1800

Political Borders of Europe

As a result, the period between 1815 and 1871 saw a 
large number of revolutionary attempts and independ-
ence wars. even though the revolutionaries were often 
defeated, most European states had become constitu-
tional (rather than absolute) monarchies by 1871, and 
germany and italy had developed into nation states. 
the 19th century also saw the british empire emerge 
as the world’s first global power due in a large part 
to the Industrial Revolution, because of the improved 
transportation technologies of the time and victory in 
the napoleonic wars.

In 1815 at the Congress of Vienna, the major powers 
of europe managed to produce a peaceful balance of 
power among the empires after the napoleonic wars.
However, their efforts were unable to stop the spread of 
revolutionary movements: the middle classes had been 
deeply influenced by the ideals of democracy of the 
French revolution, the Industrial Revolution brought 
important economical and social changes, the lower 
classes started to be influenced by socialist, communist 
ideas, and the preference of the new capitalists became 
Liberalism. Further instability came from the formation 
of several nationalist movements (in Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Hungary etc.), seeking national unification 
and/or liberation from foreign rule. 
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Political borders, 1900

Political Borders of Europe

The twentieth century, from 1914 to 1991, sees World 
War I, World War II and the Cold War, including the 
rise and fall of nazi germany and of the soviet union. 
these disastrous events spell the end of the european 
colonial empires and initiated widespread decoloniza-
tion. the collapse of the soviet union in 1989 to 1991 
leaves the united states as the world’s single super-
power and triggers the fall of the Iron Curtain, the re-
unification of Germany and an accelerated process of a 
european integration that is ongoing. the world wars 
and evolution of the european union will be discussed 
in the following chapters respectively.
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Political borders, 2000

Political Borders of Europe

A common currency for most EU member states, the 
Euro(€), was established electronically in 1999, of-
ficially tying all the currencies of each participating 
nation to each other. the new currency was put into 
circulation in 2002 and the old currencies were phased 
out. In 2004 the EU undertook a major eastward 
enlargement, admitting 10 new member states (eight 
of which were former communist states). Two more, 
Bulgaria and Romania, joined in 2007, establishing a 
union of 27 nations. 
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Political Borders of Europe

Fig. 4 Flags of european countries

Fig. 5 Flags of european dependencies
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Political Borders of Europe

Fig. 4 -- (from left to right)

Republic of Albania, Principality of Andorra, Republic 
of Armenia , Republic of Austria, Republic of Azerbai-
jan, Republic of Belarus

Kingdom of Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Re-
public of Bulgaria, Republic of Croatia, Republic of 
Cyprus, Czech Republic

Kingdom of Denmark, England, Republic of Estonia, 
Republic of Finland, French Republic, Georgia

Federal Republic of Germany, Hellenic Republic, Re-
public of Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italian Republic

Republic of Kazakhstan, Republic of Latvia, Princi-
pality of Liechtenstein, Republic of Lithuania, Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, Republic of Macedonia

Republic of Malta, Republic of Moldova, Principality 
of Monaco, Montenegro, Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
Kingdom of norway

Republic of Poland, Portuguese Republic, Romania, 
Russian Federation, Most Serene Republic of San 
Marino, Scotland

Republic of Serbia, Slovak Republic, Republic of Slo-
venia, Kingdom of Spain, Kingdom of Sweden, Swiss 
confederation

Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, State of the Vatican City, 
wales

Fig. 5 -- (from left to right)

Åland Islands, The Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri 
and Dhekelia, Gibraltar, Bailiwick of Guernsey, Baili-
wick of Jersey, Madeira Autonomous Region

Azores Autonomous Region, Faroe Islands, Self-
Governed Monastic State of the Holy Mountain, Isle of 
man
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The World Wars
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world war 1

The World Wars

central Powers
allied Powers

Fig. 6 German soldiers on their way to Paris, 1914
Fig. 6 http://www.greatwar.nl/frames/default-germans.html
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The World Wars

Fig. 7 German infantry protected by gasmask, 1915
Fig. 7 http://www.greatwar.nl/germany/gasaanval.html



32

The World Wars

Fig. 9 German paying their respects to a killed comrade

Fig. 8 German defenders with the application of the machine gun, 1918

Fig. 8 http://media-2.web.britannica.com/eb-media/28/60728-050-ca6992FF.jpg
Fig. 9 http://www.greatwar.nl/frames/default-germans.html
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The World Wars

The assassination in 1914 of Archduke Franz Ferdi-
nand of Austria, is seen as the immediate trigger of the 
war. Ferdinand’s assassination at the hands of serbian 
nationalist resulted in demands against the Kingdom 
of serbia. several alliances that had been formed over 
the past decades were invoked, so within weeks the 
major powers were at war; with all having colonies, the 
conflict soon spread around the world.

The conflict opened with the German invasion of Bel-
gium, Luxembourg and France; the Austro-Hungarian 
invasion of Serbia and a Russian attack against Prus-
sia. additional fronts opened with the Ottoman empire 
joining the war in 1914, Italy in 1915 and Romania 
in 1916. imperial russia left the war in 1917. after 
a 1918 German offensive along the western front, 
american forces entered the trenches and the german 
armies were driven back in a series of successfully al-
lied offensives. 

Technology during World War 1 reflected a trend 
toward industrialism and the application of mass pro-
duction methods to weapons and to the technology of 
warfare in general. the new metallurgical and chemi-
cal industries, and many innovative mechanical inven-
tions, which includes light-automatic weapons, rifled 
artillery and machine guns, and their application had 
the effect of making it difficult or nearly impossible to 
cross defended ground. At the beginning of the war, 
germany had the most advanced chemical industry in 
the world, accounting for most of the world’s dye and 
chemical production. Chlorine gas, mustard, phosgene 
and other gases were used in chemical warfare of the 
world war 1. 

By the war’s end, four major imperial powers - the 
German, Russian, Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman 
Empires - had been militarily and politically defeated, 
with the last two ceasing to exist. the revolutionized 
Soviet Union emerged from the Russian Empire, while 
the map of central europe was completely redrawn into 
numerous smaller states. the treaty of Versailles was 
formed in the hope of preventing another such conflict. 
The European nationalism spawned by the war, the 
repercussions of Germany’s defeat, and of the Treaty 
of Versailles would eventually lead to the beginning of 
world war 2 in 1939.
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World War 2, 1939

World War 2, 1940

axis Powers - controlled territory
allied Forces

The World Wars
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World War 2, 1941

World War 2, 1942

The World Wars
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World War 2, 1943

World War 2, 1944

axis Powers - controlled territory
allied Forces

The World Wars
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World War 2, 1945

World War 2, 1946

The World Wars
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Fig. 10 Liberation from a subcamp of Buchenwald, Thuringia, Germany

The World Wars

Fig. 10 http://www.life.com/image/56514497
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The World Wars

the start of the war started with the invasion of Poland 
by Nazi Germany in 1939 and subsequent declarations 
of war on germany by most of the countries in the 
British Empire and Commonwealth, and by France. 
many who were not initially involved joined the war 
later, as a result of events such as the German invasion 
of the Soviet Union, the Japanese attacks on Pearl Har-
bor and British colonies, and subsequent declarations 
of war on Japan by the United States, the Netherlands, 
and british commonwealth.

After the end of the war in 1945, the Soviet Union and 
the United States subsequently emerged as the world’s 
superpowers, setting the stage for the Cold War which 
lasted for the next 46 years. the united nations was 
formed in the hope of preventing another world con-
flict. The acceptance of the principle of self-determi-
nation accelerated decolonization movements in asia 
and Africa, while Western Europe itself began moving 
toward integration.

Following the end of the war, a rapid period of de-
colonization also took place within the holdings of the 
various european colonial powers. these primarily oc-
curred due to shifts in ideology, the economic exhaus-
tion from the war and increased demand by indigenous 
people for self-determination. Economically, after Eu-
rope’s recoil from these movements, the eventual and 
most convenient reaction is to create inter-networks 
within themselves, exploiting the repercussions of the 
war to rebuild and commence economic growth. 

Europe has thus matured it’s way of ‘fighting’ a war, 
deploying strategic doctrines militarily, to build peace 
and friendship and not projecting authoritarian power. 
Soldiers are deployed not to control countries, but 
to remove conditions fueling a war so this veritably 
promotes peace. This too, transforms unsettled warring 
states into a concordian agreement, meanwhile allow-
ing its envoys to rebuilt a new european society under 
the bracket of the EU. With the abutment of peace the 
EU has brought together assistance, development and 
trade to prevent blemishing states from failure and war. 
By now, forging peace is the new war in gaining more 
territorial control, and peace, is the new network for 
trade.
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world war 1 in europe
central Powers 
allied Powers
Luxemburg today

The World Wars

One of the most dramatic effects of the war was the ex-
pansion of governmental powers and responsibilities in 
Britain, France, the United States, and the Dominions 
of the british empire. in order to harness all the power 
of their societies, new government ministries and pow-
ers were created. new taxes were levied and laws en-
acted and similarly, the war strained the abilities of the 
formerly large and bureaucratized governments such as 
in austria–Hungary and germany.

Macro- and micro-economic consequences devolved 
from the war. Families were altered by the departure of 
many men. with the death or absence of the primary 
wage earner, women were forced into the workforce 
in unprecedented numbers. At the same time, industry 
needed to replace the lost labourers sent to war. 
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The World Wars

world war 2 in europe
axis Powers 

allied Forces
Luxemburg today

After the end of the Second World War, moves towards 
european integration were seen by many as an escape 
from the extreme forms of nationalism which had 
devastated the continent. One such attempt to unite 
europeans was the european coal and steel commu-
nity which, while having the modest aim of central-
ized control of the previously national coal and steel 
industries of its member states. this is considered the 
first manipulative notion of trade, whilst blurring the 
imperceptible rebirth of colonization furtively.



43

From the European Coal & Steel Community
 to the formation of the European Union and

its Neigbourhood Policy
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European Coal & Steel Community
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Fig. 11 Belval, Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxemburg, October 2009

European Coal & Steel Community
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European Coal & Steel Community

european coal & steel community (from 23rd July 1952 till 23rd July 2002)
Founding states
Luxemburg today

the european coal and steel community (ecsc) 
was a six-nation international organisation serving to 
unify western europe during the cold war and create 
the foundation for the modern-day developments of 
the European Union. The ECSC was first proposed by 
French foreign minister robert schuman in 1950 as a 
way to prevent further war between France and ger-
many. The means to do so, Europe’s first supra-national 
community, was formally established by the Treaty of 
Paris (1951), signed not only by France and West Ger-
many, but also by Italy and the three Benelux states: 
Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Between 
these states the ECSC would create a common market 
for coal and steel.

The Treaty of Paris was frequently amended as the 
ec and eu evolved and expanded. the areas covered 
by the ecsc’s treaty were transferred to the treaty of 
Rome and the financial loose ends and the ECSC re-
search fund were dealt with via a protocol of the treaty 
of Nice. The treaty finally expired on 23 July 2002.
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Formation of the European Union

European Union, since 25th March 1957
Founding members

Luxemburg today

the european union (eu) is an economic and politi-
cal union of 27 member states, located primarily in 
Europe. Committed to regional integration, the EU was 
established by the treaty of maastricht on 1 november 
1993 upon the foundations of the european communi-
ties. One such attempt to unite europeans was the eu-
ropean Coal and Steel Community which, while having 
the modest aim of centralised control of the previously 
national coal and steel industries of its member states. 

In 1957, these founding six countries signed the Trea-
ties of rome which extended the earlier cooperation 
within the european coal and steel community and 
created the European Economic Community, (EEC) 
establishing a customs union.
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European Union, 1973

Formation of the European Union

In 1973, the Communities enlarged to include Den-
mark, Ireland and the United Kingdom. Norway had 
negotiated to join at the same time but norwegian 
voters rejected membership in a referendum and so 
norway remained outside.
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Formation of the European Union

European Union, 1981

Greece joined in 1981, and Spain and Portugal in 1986. 
in 1985 the schengen agreement led the way toward 
the creation of open borders without passport controls 
between most member states and some non-member 
states. In 1986 the European flag began to be used 
by the community and the single european act was 
signed.
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European Union, 1986

Formation of the European Union

No member state has ever left the Union, although 
Greenland (an autonomous province of Denmark) 
withdrew in 1985. the Lisbon treaty now provides a 
clause dealing with how a member leaves the eu. the 
representation of this act affirms that the EU had no 
intentions of accepting nation-liberalisms despite its 
nationalistic treatment of its colonies after the world 
war 2, if, being drawn to cessation upon juxtaposition-
ings with pre-historic 19th century territorial control of 
its feeder states.  
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Formation of the European Union

European Union, 1990

In 1990, after the fall of the Iron Curtain, the former 
east germany became part of the community as part 
of a newly united germany. with enlargement toward 
Eastern and Central Europe on the agenda, the Co-
penhagen criteria for candidate members to join the 
european union were agreed.

*The Copenhagen criteria are the rules that define 
whether a country is eligible to join the European 
Union. These require a stable democracy that respects 
human rights and the rule of law; a functioning market 
economy capable of competition within the EU; and 
the acceptance of the obligations of membership, 
including EU law. European Council is responsible for 
applicants’ fulfilment of the criteria.
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European Union, 1995

Formation of the European Union

the european union was formally established when 
the maastricht treaty came into force on 1 november 
1993, and in 1995 Austria, Sweden and Finland joined 
the newly established eu.
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European Union, 2004

Formation of the European Union

In 2002, euro notes and coins replaced national curren-
cies in 12 of the member states. Since then, the euro-
zone has increased to encompass sixteen countries.

In 2004, the EU saw its biggest enlargement to date 
when Malta, Cyprus, Slovenia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithua-
nia, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hun-
gary joined the union.
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European Union, 2007

Formation of the European Union

On 1 January 2007, Romania and Bulgaria became the 
eu’s newest members and slovenia adopted the euro. 
both romania and bulgaria are not eu-schengen 
members but are set to be implemented.
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Formation of the European Union

European Union, 2009
current european union members

application submitted
Potential candidates

the future enlargement of the european union is open 
to any European country which is democratic, operates 
a free market and is willing and able to implement all 
previous eu law. 

“Belarus is too authoritarian, Moldova too poor, 
Ukraine too large, and Russia too scary for the EU to 
contemplate offering membership any time soon.”9 - 
Heather Grabbe of the Centre for European Reform

9. http://www.economist.com/agenda/displaystory.cfm?story_id=2628212



56

European Union & its Neighbourhood Policy, 2009

European Union & its Neighbourhood Policy

the european neighbourhood is the region beyond the 
frontier of the european union. it comprises primarily 
developing countries, who seek one day to become 
either member states of the European Union itself, or 
more closely integrated with the economy of the euro-
pean union.

The European Union offers financial assistance under 
the eu external relations to countries within the eu-
ropean Neighbourhood, so long as they meet the strict 
conditions of government reform, economic reform 
and other issues surrounding positive transformation.

the eu typically concludes association agreements 
in exchange for commitments to political, economic, 
trade, or human rights reform in a country. In ex-
change, the country may be offered tariff-free access to 
some or all EU markets (industrial goods, agricultural 
products, etc), and financial or technical assistance.

Argumentatively, this signifies that this ‘regime’ is 
governed capitalistically but is obscured by bureauc-
racy of the eu’s law.
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Western European Union

western european union (since 17th march 1948)
members

associate members
Partner & observer members

Luxemburg today

The Western European Union, headquartered in Brus-
sels (weu) is a largely dormant intergovernmental 
defence and security organisation, established to imple-
ment the treaty of brussels. the treaty was signed by 
the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
and the netherlands on 17 march 1948. it was a mutual 
intergovernmental self defence treaty which also pro-
moted economic, cultural and social collaboration. 
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Formation of the European Union

Fig. 12 European Union & Luxemburg‘s flags in Luxemburg city, 2007 

Fig. 12 http://www.flickr.com/photos/roblisameehan/467212179/
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Formation of the European Union

the Treaty of Brussels was signed on 17 march 1948 
between Belgium, France, Luxembourg, the Nether-
lands and the United Kingdom, as an expansion to the 
preceding year’s defence pledge, the Dunkirk Treaty 
signed between britain and France. as the treaty of 
Brussels contained a mutual defence clause, it provided 
a basis which the 1954 Paris conference established 
the western european union (weu) upon.

*The Dunkirk Treaty was signed on 4 March 1947, 
between France and the United Kingdom in Dunkirk 
(France) as a Treaty of Alliance and Mutual Assistance 
against a possible German attack in the aftermath of 
World War II.

the Treaty of Paris on 18 April 1951 between France, 
West Germany, Italy and the three Benelux coun-
tries (Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands) 
established the european coal and steel community 
(ECSC), which subsequently became part of the Euro-
pean union.

the London and Paris Conferences were two related 
conferences in London and Paris in late september and 
October 1954 to determine the status of west germany. 
the powers met again in Paris on October 21 to sign 
official agreements concerning the decisions reached in 
London, formally added West Germany and Italy to the 
brussels treaty created the western european union 
(weu).

the Treaties of Rome are two of the treaties of the eu-
ropean union signed on 25 march 1957. both treaties 
were signed by: Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands and West Germany. The first estab-
lished the european economic community (eec) and 
the second established the european atomic energy 
community (eaec or euratom).

the Brussels Treaty was a european treaty which 
combined the executive bodies of the european coal 
and Steel Community (ECSC), European Atomic Ener-
gy community (euratom) and the european economic 
community (eec) into a single institutional structure. 
the treaty was signed in brussels on 8 april 1965.

the Single European Act (SEA) was the first major 
revision of the 1957 treaty of rome. the act set the 
european community an objective of establishing a 
Common Market by 31 December 1992, and codi-
fied European Political Cooperation, the forerunner of 
the european union’s common Foreign and security 
Policy. it was signed at Luxembourg on 17 February 
1986, and at The Hague on 28 February 1986.

The Benelux Union is a treaty in western europe that 
comprises three neighbouring countries, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and Luxembourg.

the Maastricht Treaty (the treaty on european un-
ion, TEU) was signed on 7 February 1992 in Maas-
tricht, the Netherlands between the members of the 
european community. it created the european union 
and led to the creation of the euro.

the Amsterdam Treaty, was signed on 2 October 
1997, it made substantial changes to the Treaty on 
European Union, which had been signed at Maastricht 
in 1992. it also established the european communities 
and certain related acts. 

the Treaty of Nice was signed by european leaders on 
26 February 2001, amended the Maastricht Treaty and 
the treaty of rome. the treaty of nice reformed the 
institutional structure of the european union to with-
stand eastward expansion.

the Treaty of Lisbon is a treaty that was signed by the 
european union (eu) member states on 13 December 
2007. It amends the Treaty on European Union (TEU, 
maastricht; 1992) and the treaty establishing the euro-
pean Community (TEC, Rome; 1957). 

source: http://europa.eu/abc/treaties/index_en.htm
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The Schengen Area
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european union (schengen) visa lists

The Schengen Area

Fig. 13 Baarle-Nassau - Links Belgie, rechts Nederland, 2009

eu member states 
Visa-free access to schegen states for 90 days in any half year period
Visa required to enter Schengen states

Fig. 13 http://www.flickr.com/photos/prasenberg/3622040667/
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The Schengen Area

the schengen area comprises the territories of twenty-
five European countries which have implemented the 
eponymous agreement signed in the town of Schengen, 
Luxembourg in 1985. the schengen area operates 
very much like a single state for international travel 
purposes with border controls for travellers travel-
ling in and out of the area, but with no internal border 
controls.

the schengen rules were absorbed into european 
Union law by the Amsterdam Treaty in 1999, although 
the area includes two non-member states: iceland 
and norway. all eu members except ireland and the 
United Kingdom are required to implement Schengen 
and - with the exceptions of Bulgaria, Cyprus, and 
romania - have done so. 

implementing the schengen rules involves eliminating 
border controls with other schengen members while 
simultaneously strengthening border controls with non-
member states. the rules include provisions on com-
mon policy on the temporary entry of persons (inclu-
ding the Schengen visa), the harmonisation of external 
border controls, and cross-border police and judicial 
co-operation. a passport or an eu approved national 
identity card should be brought anyway when travel-
ling. Like military fortresses, frontiers are now marked 
invisibly creating a wall of law, in lieu of masonry, 
randomly patrolled by the police, instead of archers of 
bows and arrows.

Before fully implementing the Schengen laws, each 
new state will need to have its preparedness assessed 
in four areas: air borders, visas, police cooperation, 
and personal data protection. this evaluation process 
involves a questionnaire and visits of EU experts to se-
lected institutions and workplaces of the country under 
assessment.
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Council of Europe
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Council of Europe

Council of Europe, 1949
Founding states
Luxemburg today

the council of europe was founded on 5 may 1949 
by the treaty of London. the treaty of London or the 
statute of the council of europe was signed in London 
on that day by ten states: Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
sweden and the united Kingdom. it has a particular 
emphasis on legal standards, human rights, democratic 
development, the rule of law and cultural co-operation. 
Membership is open to all European states which seek 
European integration, accept the principle of the rule of 
law and are able and willing to guarantee democracy, 
fundamental human rights and freedoms.
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Council of Europe

Council of Europe, 2009

Besides its headquarters in Strasbourg, the Council of 
Europe has offices in Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Moldova, Montene-
gro, Serbia, Ukraine and information offices in Alba-
nia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldo-
va, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, the Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine and a 
projects office in Turkey. All of these offices are estab-
lishments of the council of europe and they share its 
juridical personality with privileges and immunities.
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Council of Europe

the council‘s international partner nations invited to sign conventions

the council member and observer states

council member states
Partner nations invited

council member states
Observer states
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Council of Europe

Council of Europe Statute specifies that membership 
is open to any “european” state. this has been inter-
preted liberally from the beginning (when Turkey was 
admitted) to include any eurasian state with a toe-hold 
in Europe. As a result, nearly all European states have 
acceded to the Council of Europe, with the exception 
of belarus (human rights concerns) and Kosovo whose 
status as an independent state is disputed by some 
council of europe member states.

Canada, Japan, Mexico, the U.S. and the Holy See 
have observer status with the council of europe and 
can participate in the committee of ministers and all 
intergovernmental committees. they may contribute 
financially to the activities of the Council of Europe on 
a voluntary basis. The parliaments of Canada, Israel 
and mexico have observer status with the Parliamen-
tary assembly and their delegations can participate in 
assembly sessions and committee meetings. repre-
sentatives of the Palestinian Legislative council may 
participate in assembly debates concerning the middle 
East as well as Turkish representatives from Northern 
cyprus concerning this island.

The Council of Europe works mainly through conven-
tions. By drafting conventions or international treaties, 
common legal standards are set for its member states. 
However, several conventions have also been opened 
for signature to non-member states. it is important to 
realise that the Council of Europe is not to be mistaken 
with the council of the european union (the council 
of minister) or the european council. these belong 
to the European Union, which is separate from the 
Council of Europe, although they have shared the same 
European flag and anthem since the 1980s because 
they also work for European integration. 

the council of europe and the european union are 
based on the same values and pursue common aims 
with regard to the protection of democracy, respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms and the rule 
of law. these common aims have led the council of 
europe and the european union to develop a very tight 
network of relations and cooperation links, so therefore 
based on these agreements, Europe itself has generated 
its own ammunition worth of laws used to accomplish 
the task of unification, inconspicuously.
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Council of Europe
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Fig. 14 Cour de Justice des Communautés Européennes, Luxemburg city, Luxemburg

Council of Europe
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European Free-Trade Association
& the Eurozone
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European Free-Trade Association & the Eurozone

european Free-trade association & the european union
eFta member states
Former EFTA member states, now EU member states
eu member states
Luxemburg today

the european Free trade association (eFta) is a free 
trade organisation between four european countries 
that operates parallel, and is linked to, the EU. EFTA 
was established on 3 may 1960 as a trade bloc-alterna-
tive for European states who were either unable to, or 
chose not to, join the then-European Economic Com-
munity (eec) which has now become the eu.

The founding members of EFTA were Austria, Den-
mark, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
united Kingdom.

eFta has several free trade agreements with non-eu 
countries as well as declarations on cooperation and 
joint workgroups to improve trade. Currently, the 
eFta states have established preferential trade rela-
tions with 20 States and Territories, in addition to the 
27 member states of the european union.
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eurozone
eurozone 

non-participating eu states
areas outside the eu using the euro without an agreement 

Luxemburg today

the eurozone is an economic and monetary union 
(emu) of 16 eu member states which have adopted 
the euro currency as their sole legal tender. eight (not 
including Sweden, which has a de facto opt out) other 
states are obliged to join the zone once they fulfil the 
strict entry criteria. monetary policy of the zone is the 
responsibility of the European Central Bank, though 
there is no common representation, governance or fis-
cal policy for the currency union.

Before a state can join the eurozone, it must spend two 
years in the european exchange rate mechanism. 

the euro is used beyond the eu states which have 
joined the economic and monetary union. Three states, 
Monaco, San Marino and Vatican City, have signed 
formal agreements with the EU to use the euro, and 
to mint their own coins. However, although they have 
formally adopted the euro and mint coins, they are not 
considered part of the eurozone by the ecb and do not 
have a seat in the ecb or euro group.

European Free-Trade Association & the Eurozone
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European Free-Trade Association & the Eurozone

Fig. 15 Euro banknotes & coins

Fig. 15 http://flagpedia.net/data/currency/eur/euro-coins-and-banknotes.jpg
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Fig. 16 European Court of Auditors, Luxemburg city, Luxemburg, 2006

European Free-Trade Association & the Eurozone

The primary role of the court is to externally check if 
the budget of the european union has been implemen-
ted correctly, in that EU funds have been spent legally 
and with sound management. In doing so, the court 
checks the paperwork of all persons handling any in-
come or expenditure of the union and carries out spot 
checks.

Fig. 16 http://www.flickr.com/photos/kaikajus/3386286375/



79

European Economic Community & NATO
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European Free-Trade Association & NATO

European Economic Community, 1957
Founding states
Luxemburg today

Following several proposals of other economic and 
political integration of Europe, the resulting communi-
ties were the european economic community (eec) 
and the european atomic energy community (eaec 
or euratom).

the european economic community (eec) was an 
international organisation that existed between 1957 
and 1993 which was created to bring about economic 
integration (including a single market) between Bel-
gium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the 
netherlands.



81

European Economic Community, 1973

In 1967 the Treaty of Brussels came into operation, 
which combined the institutions of the ecsc and 
Euratom into that of the EEC, they already shared a 
Parliamentary assembly and courts. collectively they 
were known as the European Communities. The Com-
munities still had independent personalities although 
were increasingly integrated. 

After the suspension of their applications, Denmark, 
Ireland, and the United Kingdom‘s accession treaties 
were signed and thsu enlarged the eec.

European Free-Trade Association & NATO
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European Economic Community, 1986

Greece applied to join the community in 1975, fol-
lowing the restoration of democracy, and joined in 
1981. Following on from Greece, and after their own 
democratic restoration, Spain and Portugal applied to 
the communities in 1977 and joined together in 1986.  
In 1987 Turkey formally applied to join the Communi-
ty and as of 2009, they are still in negotiations with the 
eu.

With the prospect of further enlargement, the Single 
european act(treaty of rome) was signed in 1986 in 
Luxembourg and the Hague.

in a single document it dealt with reform of institu-
tions, extension of powers, foreign policy cooperation 
and the single market. The act was influenced by work 
on what would be the Maastricht Treaty, establishing 
the european union. the eu absorbed the eec as one 
of its three pillars, having the EEC‘s areas of activities 
became the european community pillar. the treaty of 
Lisbon has subsequently abolished the pillar system; 
merging the community with the other two pillars in a 
supranational system under the eu name.

European Free-Trade Association & NATO
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NATO members in Europe, 2009
eu members only

natO members only
member of both

Luxemburg today

the north atlantic treaty Organization (natO) is 
an intergovernmental military alliance based on the 
north atlantic treaty which was signed in 1949. the 
NATO headquarters are in Brussels, Belgium, and the 
organization constitutes a system of collective defense 
whereby its member states agree to mutual defense in 
response to an attack by any external party. 

The Berlin Plus agreement comprises of a package of 
agreements made between natO and the eu in 2002. 
these agreements allowed the eu to draw on some 
of NATO‘s military assets in its own peacekeeping 
operations.

European Free-Trade Association & NATO
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natO Partnerships

Organization for economic co-operation & Development

natO member states
Partnership for Peace countries
mediterranean Dialogue countries

OecD members
accession candidate countries
enhanced engagement countries

European Free-Trade Association & NATO
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the Organisation for economic co-operation and 
Development (OecD) is a Paris-based international 
economic organisation of 30 countries. most OecD 
members are high-income economies with a high 
Human Development index (HDi) and are regarded as 
developed countries.

In the 1950s the OEEC provided the framework for ne-
gotiations aimed at determining conditions for setting 
up a European Free Trade Area, to bring the European 
economic community of the six and the other Oeec 
members together on a multilateral basis. Following 
the 1957 rome treaties to launch the european econo-
mic Community, the Convention on the Organisation 
for economic co-operation and Development was 
drawn up to reform the Oeec. the convention was 
signed in 1960 and the OECD officially superseded the 
Oeec a year later. it consisted of the european foun-
der countries of the Oeec plus the united states and 
Canada, with Japan joining three years later. During 
the next 12 years Finland, Australia, and New Zealand 
also joined the organisation. 

The OECD defines itself as a forum of countries 
committed to democracy and the market economy, 
providing a setting to compare policy experiences, seek 
answers to common problems, ‘identify good practices, 
and co-ordinate domestic and international policies‘10. 
Its mandate covers economic, environmental, and 
social issues. it acts to improve policy and implement 
non-binding instruments that can occasionally lead to 
binding treaties. In this work, the OECD cooperates 
with with businesses, trade unions and other represen-
tatives of civil society. 

the OecD conducts a policy dialogue and capacity 
building activities with non-members to share their 
views on best policy practices and to bear on OecD‘s 
policy debate. the OecD‘s centre for co-operation 
with non-members develops and oversees the strategic 
orientations of the relations with non-members.

The Treaty of Brussels, signed in 1948 by Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France and the United 
Kingdom is considered the precursor to the natO 
agreement. However, participation of the United States 
was thought necessary in order to counter the military 
power of the USSR, and therefore talks for a new mi-
litary alliance began almost immediately. These talks 
resulted in the North Atlantic Treaty, which was signed 
in 1949. It included the five Treaty of Brussels states, 
as well as the United States, Canada, Portugal, Italy, 
Norway, Denmark and Iceland.

During most of the Cold War, NATO maintained a 
holding pattern with no actual military engagement 
as an organization. NATO countries officially defined 
two complementary aims of the Alliance, to maintain 
security and pursue easing the strain of relations. this 
was supposed to mean matching defences at the level 
rendered necessary by the warsaw Pact‘s offensive 
capabilities without spurring a further arms race. the 
end of the cold war and the dissolution of the war-
saw Pact in 1991 caused a strategic re-evaluation of 
NATO‘s purpose, nature and tasks. In practice this 
ended up entailing a gradual expansion of natO to 
eastern Europe, as well as the extension of its activities 
to areas that had not formerly been natO concerns. 
The first post-Cold War expansion of NATO came with 
the reunification of Germany in 1990, when the former 
east germany became part of the Federal republic of 
germany and the alliance.

new membership in the alliance has been largely from 
Eastern Europe and the Balkans, including former 
members of the Warsaw Pact, and programmes have 
been established to help further co-operate between 
current 28 members of natO and partner countries. 
Thus, NATO‘s expansion policy could be viewed as a 
continuation of a cold war attempt of surrounding and 
isolating russia.   

*The Warsaw Pact (1955–91) is the mutual defense 
Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assis-
tance subscribed by eight communist states in Eastern 
Europe, that was established at the USSR’s initiative.

European Free-Trade Association & NATO

10. http://www.oecd.org/pages/0,3417,en_36734052_36734103_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
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The Benelux Union

Belgium, Netherlands & Luxemburg, 1500
spanish territory
belgian territory
Dutch territory
Luxemburg today

the ‘Low countries’ were passed from the burgun-
dians to that of Hapsburg through marriage. In 1555, 
emperor maximilian i abdicated the netherlands in 
favour of his son, Philipp II of Spain. The provinces 
retained their individual institutions and provincial es-
tates, thereby limiting the powers of Spanish governors 
at brussels.

though marriages can be sporadically viewed as 
political movements in order to unify different houses 
or empires, that itself has connotations economically, 
assembling better trade terms and enlarging collabora-
tions with each others’ network of trading policies and 
agreements with participating states.
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The Benelux Union

Belgium, Netherlands & Luxemburg, 1600

Repeatingly, this endless desire to expand an empire‘s 
political borders signifies its economical greed, and 
upon this activity of compulsion it furthers justify the 
desperate attempts to capitalize the mightier position, 
with uncivilized methodologies. 

the provinces were a battleground in every major 
European war from the 17th cent. to 18th cent., but 
after each war their industry and commercial enterprise 
enabled a quick recovery. Spain lost parts to the United 
Provinces(Dutch) and to France by according different 
Peace agreements. 
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The Benelux Union

Belgium, Netherlands & Luxemburg, 1700

the remaining spanish possessions in the Low coun-
tries were transferred (1714) to the austrian branch of 
the Hapsburgs by the Peace of utrecht.



91

The Benelux Union

Belgium, Netherlands & Luxemburg, 1800

In 1789, the States-General of the Austrian Netherlands 
proclaimed the republic of the united states of bel-
gium. the austrian recovery of belgium was short-
lived, for by 1794 the French Revolutionary Wars had 
brought the entire area under French control.

After the defeat (1815) of Napoleon, Belgium was 
given to the newly formed kingdom of the Netherlands 
(congress of Vienna).
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The Benelux Union

Belgium, Netherlands & Luxemburg, 1900

the benelux union: an economic union between bel-
gium, Netherlands and Luxembourg, formed in 1921, 
was superseded in 1958 by the benelux economic 
union (now the eu)).

The Congress of Vienna (1814-15) officially made 
Luxembourg also a grand duchy, in personal union 
through the sovereign with the netherlands. at the 
same time, Luxembourg became a member of the 
German Confederation. In 1830 a rebellion broke out 
in Brussels because of the massive discrimination, and 
belgian independence was declared (London confe-
rence).
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The Benelux Union

The Benelux Union, 2000

During the World Wars Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxembourg was attacked twice by Germany and so 
benelux industrial plant had remained relatively intact 
despite the war.

Benelux was among the first in Europe to industrialize 
and soon they led the continent in the development of 
railways, coal & steel mining, and engineering. Belgi-
um, Netherlands and Luxembourg entered the United 
nations (1946) and the natO in 1949.
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Capital of Europe

Locations of various european institutions & agencies

the european union (eu) is governed by seven politi-
cal and non-political institutions; 

Political Institutions -
the european Parliament
council of the european union
european council
european commission

Non-Political Institutions -
European Central Bank
court of Justice of the european union
court of auditors

There are, too, a number of specialised and decentra-
lised agencies operated by the Commission, or some-
times the council. they are set up by legislation or 
a treaty to deal with specific problems or areas. Each 
agency has its own legal personality. some answer the 
need to develop scientific or technicalitis in certain 
fields, others bring together different interest groups to 
facilitate dialogue at european and international level.

Decentralization of these agencies bring about di-
versity and the constant participation of the different 
EU members, but on the other hand it also fuels the 
absence of a centrality of the union.

european institutions
Other european agencies
Luxemburg today
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Capital of Europe

Direct flights & vehicular travel time taken & cost to travel out of Luxemburg*

If Luxemburg is to be considered the capital of Europe, 
it has to improve the destinations of its flight carriers. 
It‘s current network of direct flights is only substan-
tial for minor businesses and travelling, on top of it‘s 
highly priced fares within mainland europe. if time is 
the priority, the fastest (but most expensive) route to 
use is via the air, and therefore making Luxemburg city 
extremely inaccessible. While taking a closer study at 
the above map, travelling to London is 8.5 times chea-
per than to go to amsterdam; where did the economical 
collaboration of the benelux union lie for this case?

‘Luxair is owned by the Luxembourg government 
(23.1%), Banque et Caisse d‘Épargne de l‘État 
(13.4%), Luxair Group and others (13.2%), Dexia/
BIL (13.1%), Lufthansa (13%), Banque Generale du 
Luxembourg - bgL (12.1%) and Panalpina world 
transport (12.1%).‘11

*Source as of Dec 2009: http://www.luxair.lu/cms/luxair.php?p=EN,1643,17,,1,
11. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luxair
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Plateau de Kirchberg:
Capital of Europe & International Finance Center
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Capital of Europe & International Finance Center

Key map
grand Duchy of Luxemburg
canton - Luxemburg
commune - Luxemburg city
Plateau de Kirchberg

Federal republic of germanyKingdom of belgium

the French republic
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Capital of Europe & International Finance Center

Plateau de Kirchberg: contours

greater Plateau de Kirchberg: contours
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Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg
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Fig. 17 Plateau de Kirchberg, 1960

Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 17 http:// www.kirchbergonline.lu
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Plateau de Kirchberg, 1960

Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Plateau de Kirchberg, 1970

European Union, 1957

European Union, 1973
european institutions
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Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 18 Plateau de Kirchberg, 1970

Carried out by Jourdan + Müller PAS in association 
with architects Schemel and Wirtz, the first European 
institution building was built in Luxemburg, the Bàti-
ment alcide De gasperi(the Hèichaus) at the height of 
22 storeys, it was the first tower building to be built in
Luxemburg. the building was occupied till the end of 
1990 by the secrètariat gènéral of the european Parlia-
ment.

Today, with the exception of the European Publications 
Office located closed to the railway station, all of the 
european institutions in Luxembourg are based on the 
Kirchberg Plateau, in the European District.

In the early 1950’s, with the creation of the European 
coal and steel community (ecsc) and as a result of 
the policy of a ‘headquarters city’, the capital of the 
grand Duchy of Luxemburg became the provisional 
site in the early 1950s of several european institu-
tions. the country and the city were thus gambling on 
a future as a fully-fledged capital of the EU. During 
this period, however, housing the European institutions 
in the city centre and under the best conditions was a 
difficult task - thus setting the seal on the future of the 
Kirchberg Plateau. Hardly a kilometer from the city 
centre, this area was at the time given over entirely to 
agriculture. uncluttured by buildings and with land re-
serves of some 365 hectares, it offered enough space to 
offer the best possible conditions for accommodating 
the emerging european union. so it was that the Fund 
for the urbanization and Development (the Fund) of 
the Kirchberg Plateau was brought into being by the 
Act of 7th August, 1961, with the aim of purchasing 
land on the Kirchberg and developing a new part of the 
city. The Fund’s first task was the 1963 construction of 
the grande Duchess charlotte bridge spanning over 
the alzette valley gap and so connecting the Kirchberg 
Plateau to the city of Luxemburg.

Fig. 18 http:// www.kirchbergonline.lu
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Plateau de Kirchberg, 1980

Plateau de Kirchberg, 1990

Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

European Union, 1981

European Union, 1990
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Fig. 19 Plateau de Kirchberg, 1989

the demand by the rapidly expanding national and in-
ternational banking sector in the Grand Duchy for land 
suited to construction became particulary fierce dur-
ing the 1980’s, and continued into the 1990s. A large 
number of Luxemburgish and foreign banks thus set up 
their headquarters on the eastern side of the Plateau, to 
the North of the Avenue J.F. Kennedy, in the plateau’s 
new banking area of the Kiem District, and then in the 
neighbouring Grünewald district, to the south. Among 
these are several architectural highlights: the HypoV-
ereinsBank building (by the architect Richard Meier) 
and that of Deutsche Bank (designed by Gottfried 
böhm).

attributing to the construction around the same time of 
the motorway bypass to the south of Luxemburg city, 
avenue J.F. Kennedy remains the main artery on the 
Kirchberg bisects the plateau from east to west over a 
distance of 3.5km.

the decision of the edinburgh summit of the european 
Council, held on the 11th and 12th of December 1992, 
to locate the offices of the European institutions perma-
nently in the various capitals of the union lent weight 
to the re-evaluation of the long-term developement 
plan for the Kirchberg Plateau.

the eu memberships accelerated with numerous 
concession contracts bequeathed spatial consequenses 
on Kirchberg‘s growth. Through those years, diverse 
building activities took place on the Plateau Kirchberg, 
including:

1. The European Commission (Jean Monnet Building, 
JmO) in 1978
2. The Bàtiment extension of the European Court of 
Justice in year 1979
3. the european Parliament (Konrad adenauer build-
ing) in 1987.
4. the court of auditors completed was completed in 
1988.
5. the european court of Justice and the european 
Investment Bank, both aa extension
(1977, 1978) in order to host workplaces for the new 
added european union members.

Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 19 http:// www.kirchbergonline.lu
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Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Plateau de Kirchberg, 2000

Plateau de Kirchberg, 2009

European Union, 2004

European Union, 2009
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Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 20 Plateau de Kirchberg, 2006

Following the decision of the european council’s 
edinburgh summit in 1992 to situate several european 
Institutions permanently in Luxemburg. The Fund, 
in 1996, entrusted a study of the European District to 
Catalan architect Ricardo Bofill, who created the trian-
gular form of the Place de l’europe. this is the setting 
of the nouveau centre de confèrences et de congrés
international Kirchberg.

the western gateway to the Plateau is formed by the 
two 19-storey towers of Porte de l‘Europe, the work of 
architects Bofill, Gubbini and Linster, which stands on 
either side of the avenue J.F. Kennedy.

in context to the expansion of the 27 members of the 
EU and the consequent expansion of the European 
District, the Fund continued the re-evaluation launched 
in 2008. The aim is to improve the flow of traffic for 
both cars and public transport as well as to improve 
pedestrian access, and also to create a mixed fabric of 
buildings and to strenghten the link with the Place de 
l‘europe.

Place de l’Europe boasts at it’s heart, the Luxemburg 
Philharmonie concert hall; the work of the French 
architect christian de Portzamparc. this central 
masterpiece in the words of Bofill, built following an 
international architectural competition in 1996, was 
inaugurated on the 28th of June 2005.

at the western bottom end on the site of the old Fort 
Thüngen, the Museum of Modern Art Grand Duch
Jean the ‘Mudam’, designed by the American architect 
I. M. Pei was inaugurated in 2006. In this way, two 
great and innovative Luxemburgish cultural institutions 
have found their place within the fabric of the euro-
pean institutions.

Fig. 20 http://www.perraultarchitecte.com/index.php
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Evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 21 Plateau de Kirchberg, 2007
Fig. 21 http:// www.kirchbergonline.lu
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Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 22 Plateau de Kirchberg, children playing near bus stop, 2009

Fig. 23 Plateau de Kirchberg, children playing behind gates, 2009
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Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 24 Plateau de Kirchberg, un-utilized public biycles, 2009

Fig. 25 Plateau de Kirchberg, un-utilized public bus system, 2009
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Residential blocks

Non-residential blocks

Plateau de Kirchberg
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Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 26 Plateau de Kirchberg, distance between institutions, 2009

this representation of status could be continently 
related with the eu’s dealings of treaties and trade 
agreements. Again, its massive scale overshadows the 
close-proximitized low rise residential built environ-
ment. this in turn represents commercial internation-
ally takes precedence over the neighbouring general 
populations’ kosher for livability. On the other hand, 
with the evolution of the plateau delineated, it is clear 
that the residents of these described ‘flanking’ and pro-
tecting the commercial zones, have accepted (or given 
up hope on) the prospering economies. 

Repeatingly, as Mark Leonard described that the EU 
has learnt its mistake after concentrating too much on 
the building of a better economy, in place of attend-
ing to grave civil disputes in countries neighbouring to 
the EU. Looking at the evolution of the plateau again, 
there are signals radiating towards the eastern part of 
the plateau that residential units are bigger assuming 
form, accompanying the opposite, commercial seg-
ments are becoming smaller. it is evident that the scale 
of the european institutions and commercial buildings 
are issues that have been apprehended, and the results 
have been met allegorically with the expansion of the 
eu.  

Here, we investigate the spatial consequences of the 
adherent growth of Plateau de Kirchberg, together with 
contemptible european institutions in relation to the 
scale compared to building typologies.

residential units congregating along the fringes of 
the plateau could represent it’s fortressing attributes 
screening non-residential blocks; European institutions 
and commercial entities. With that notion of a fort, then 
symbolizes the characteristic of a protectionist devel-
opment, capitalizing on the proletariats and exploiting 
this bargain to protect its industries. Argumentatively, 
both ends of the maps are left ‘uncapped’, inviting 
vehicular movements to visually enjoy a parade of 
the prospering economy while regurgitating upon the 
cognizance of its built environment’s spatial dogma. in 
relative to built scales, commercial buildings blatantly 
have an immense planar coverage, with both diagrams 
on the left clearly depicting the difference in area 
graphically. 
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Plateau de Kirchberg

Fig. 27 Plateau de Kirchberg, filled parking lots, 2009

the plateau’s acceptance for vehicular movement 
has incited the increase use of private transportation 
systems. Drivers immerse into reserved and unsociable 
realms of interaction with the public. albeit owning 
luxurious cars escorts the financial stability of an indi-
vidual and his/her highly paid job, this phenomena of 
the segregation of private and public interaction is not 
integrating the social aspects of the plateau. 

there are abundance of opportunities for employers 
to fully exploit the public transport system; empty 
buses and unused public bicycles (see Fig. 24, Fig.25 
respectively). Contending these aspects, footpaths and 
it’s large parks are not engaging the local public but 
instead performs as a mere alternative route to walk 
from point to point.  

with the highway closely connected to neighbouring 
Benelux countries and major European financial cen-
tres, this further deepens the dissociation between the 
public and private realm. 
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With linearity, the above mappings and chapters repli-
cate the evolution of the world, investigating the early 
form of network-capitalism during the 16th century 
till modern day treaties and trade agreements, and how 
the world wars altered the political borders within the 
european continent and at different parts of the world 
after nationalism. This in turn organizes, revolutionizes 
and re-represents pre-historic notions of tributes and 
taxation laws to today’s trade agreements, economical-
political-military treaties. 

Prior to the decolonizations of various feeder states 
among major european empires of the 20th century 
(World War 2), Europe has given its tributaries their in-
dependence and thus no longer retains all of its tribute/
income as compared to an imperial governmental sys-
tem. As such, the then-empires have been condensed 
(in territorial terms) and these neo-mercantilist states 
have forged alternative means of revenue, creating 
treaties amongst themselves. Previously illustrated, 
these various treaties -do- overlap the latter. this in 
turn creates the segregation of participating member 
states and non-members. More, the demand for exceed-
ing agreements increases with the improvizations of 
scientific technology, on top of the magnetic influence 
of prospering trade-agreed economies. between these 
members, in order to further expand its demarcations, 
the viewpoints readjusts to non-member states. this 
again, repeats the entire cycle of enrolment and amel-
ioration of superceded standards. while deepening the 
void between participants and non-participants, the 
intensification of the ever-present distance of the bour-
geois and proletariats will result a ‘class struggle’13.

Albeit from the complications discussed beyond, the 
formation of the european union have enchanced 
former European empires’ already-enduring-network-
ing-connectivity economically, putting these states 
into more commanding bearings. accompanying these 
economical agreements are peaceful military defense 
communities, created to afford assistance to each other 
resisting any policy of aggression. Alone, the intention 
of invitation demonstrates the appetite for expansion 
of any ruling power. as this concealed transition is 
brought forth without hostility, it will only introduce 
convenience at the apparent therefore re-alter the 
boundaries of unions. Alternatively, this expansion, as 
epitomized by Mark Leonard in the introduction, this 
silent ‘empire’ can only benefit the unification, and 
from it. By this, peace is the new war.

13. http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm#007
14. http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/itY_OFFPub/Ks-31-09-001/en/Ks-31-09-001-en.PDF

Shadowing the speed of the growing amplification 
of the eu alongside its architectural response at the 
Plateau de Kirchberg, Luxemburg too, has produced 
a model of its own form of networking in its service 
industries. Additionally, Luxemburg’s main source of 
income attributes from its service providing sectors, 
amounting to 84.7% of its gDP as of 200814. Further-
more, this represents its over-reliance of its banking in-
dustry translating it to be her sole generator of income. 
Again, this could be a fresh reminder of its devious 
dispositions of capitalism, though unintentional, is 
impervious of the side effects of other businesses while 
incorporating the nature of a national identity as hoard-
ing capital.

If premeditated, the evolution of Plateau de Kirchberg 
has connotations at several levels tantamounting to the 
various agreements the EU has implemented, spatial 
repercussions and socio-economical reactions. Take 
for example Fig.14 (pg 71), Dominique Perrault’s 
extension of the court of Justice of the european 
Communities, its farcical devoided concrete plaza is a 
representation of the spatial bigotry of the eu. another 
example of the absence of space on the plateau, un-
untilized public transportation system also represents 
that individuals employed in those offices often do 
not exploit the readily available buses and bicycles(pg 
112-pg 113), but instead own personal vehicular trans-
port (pg 117) and thus encompassing themselves in a 
realm of privacy. Argumentatively, both the above two 
examples are status-feigning, and it is inevitable. The 
other example lies with the question of the intimacy of 
spaces; overly prodigious voids of public parks.   

This book concludes that the amalgamation of Europe 
is, as termed by Mark Leonard as a ‘silent empire’, 
and supporting this fusion are neo-colonial notions of 
tributes; treaties that are signed in parallel to further 
enlarge a capitalist regime. But, this chain reaction ef-
fectuates a clandestinely educed landscape.

Expressively, Europe is retrogading into its past. So 
consequently, ceci n’est pas Europe, ceci n’est pas 
Luxemburg, ceci n’est pas Plateau de Kirchberg.

Recapitulating Neo-Mercantile Capitalism
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