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Abstract

The paper deals with the issue of migration and city on the basis of African 
migrants, in particular it defines the case of a religious brotherhood coming 
from Senegal in the city of Bolzano/Italy. The study focuses on describing tho-
se arising dynamics of informal spaces and their significance for new modes 
of cohabitation and interaction beyond traditional normative settings within a 
concrete and tangible urban context on the basis of an ‘urban topology’ which 
allowes to define the ‘topological invariants’ that are enabling the formation of 
identity. Furthermore it explores how such a framework, namely an ‘African vil-
lage’, inscribes itself within the city of Bolzano as a kind of ‘sampling machine’ 
that transforms existing dwellings into an autonomous layer. The purpose is 
also to show how those trans-local zones of acting get malleable and form a 
‘collective’. 
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1 Introduction

The world today is confronted with the existence of precarious lives, tempora-
ry materialities that can be assembled and taken apart, urban and global mo-
bility without any permanent base. The twenty-first century will be the century 
of mass migrations. The whole world situation will be disrupted. However, we 
are also seeing the opposite. According to Deleuze and Guattari deterritoriali-
zation processes have always to be understood as combined with processes 
of re-territorialization. In mico-political forms communities are coming back 
into existence, they ‚remake’, ‚invent’ or ‚fabricat’ themselves in creative and 
new ways. We are looking at other types of relations between territoriality, mo-
bility, temporality and identity. Immigrants are just the forerunners of the great 
traceability to come. So the question is: how will we cope with this perpetual 
motion? 
The paper presents some preliminary results of an ongoing research on mig-
ration and city. Its aim is to focus on global processes and their local effects 
on a medium-sized city in northern Italy. The global flows, multiple identities 
and cross-border networks represented by transnational migrant communities 
test prior assumptions critically regarding the nation-state functioning as a 
container of social, economic and political processes (see for instance Glick 
Schiller 1992, Pries 1999, 2008). And, as Clifford (1998: 369) suggests, ‘iden-
tity is never only about location, about shoring up a safe “home,” crucial as 
that task may be in certain circumstances. Identity is also, inescapably, about 
displacement and relocation, the experience of sustaining and mediating com-
plex affiliations, multiple attachments.’ The interviewed groups stay in an in-
between position, trying both to make their own ‚home’ based on a hybrid of 
Senegalese tradition and Italian culture, introducing rural African realities in 
western contexts. Differences like ‚here’ and ‚there‘ are collapsing, as the tra-
ditional scale of the city can no longer describe the new emerging trans-urban 
phenomena. These changes in turn have important implications for analytical 
debates and constructs even in architecture. In our paper, we outline the ana-
lytical value of grounding trans-urban processes even if there seems to be no 
‚scale’, ‘distance’ or ‚place’ in the traditional sense. 
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2 Transmigration

The objects of analysis are ethnic groups and their respective strategies of 
appropriation of urban environments. In this paper we report results from an 
empirical study on immigrant households in Bolzano/Italy. So-called ‚transmi-
grants’ live within an ‘in-between-space’, they neither belong to their country 
of departure nor to the country of arrival (Grillo 2000), they move constantly 
and stay with various family members or friends of the same religious group, 
consuming Murid satellite channels only. Hence this replication creates a 
structure that many other groups do not have. The situation in Bolzano cannot 
be explained without referring to the history of the Murid networks. Most of the 
Senegalese migrants belong to the Murid brotherhood, therefore each of them 
has to deal with multiple identities (Wolof, Senegalese, Murid). This organiza-
tion emerged as a religious brotherhood from the surroundings of Touba, the 
‚holy city’ of the Murid people. The brotherhood, a secession of West African 
Sufism (Schmidt di Friedberg 1994) founded by Amadu Bamba in rural Sene-
gal in the late nineteenth century, is ever since experiencing a steady process 
of urbanization. Urban traders and wage labourers scattered throughout the 
big cities of the world, gradually supersede its original constituency of far-
mers. Their expansion and the resulting individual and collective strategies 
led to modification of their old doctrine (Bava 2003) although their believe 
connects them worldwide. The economic dimension of this transformation has 
attracted a lot of scholar interest, but little attention has been paid to its urba-
nizing implications and the impact of Murid expansion in urban areas throug-
hout Italy. We use this example to show how immigrants from Senegal build 
an autonomous layer – an ‚African village’ - within a given urban context. The 
idea is to show how different life situations negotiate identity, the ‚production 
of locality’ (Appadurai 1995) and the ‚construction of home’ as a complex task 
for migrants forming their ‚homes’ in unfamiliar (cultural) settings. In general, 
globalization, migration and mobility call for the development of a new un-
derstanding of ‚home’ as traditional forms of place-based identities are being 
challenged. When we speak of ‚home’, we mean both the physical place – the 
domestic household – and the symbolic idea of the ‚space of belonging’ at dif-
ferent geographical scales the local, national or transnational communities, in 
which people regard themselves as ‚being at home’. This paper is based upon 
the assumption that comparative empirical research on the strategies of mi-
grant groups and their descendants can help us to gain new insights into the 
production of informal space and their significance for new models of coha-
bitation and interaction beyond traditional settings (‚experimental urbanism’).   



architekturtheorie.txt

4

Architecture and Migration - The Invisible City Peter Volgger

Furthermore, transnational communities are no longer rooted in a space with 
stable patterns of interaction. Ethnic minorities like the Senegalese belong 
to diasporic communities that operate within very different social-spatial and 
cultural-geographical coordinates or frames. This results in a highly complex 
production of locality (Appadurai 1995). 

3 Murid space-making

Describing their spaces is inevitably linked to that very religion. As work is part 
of their religion, Senegalese people are very dedicated to it and hence get 
employed readily by Italian factory owners. Due to their religious belief, they 
work in order to cede their income to the so called Marabut, the leader of their 
specific group. The Murids, however, at least at the beginning are itinerant 
traders who are nearly full-time travellers, constantly moving in search of new 
goods and clients. These traders have neither the time nor the resources to 
transform their living quarters in any radical way. These groups also provide 
some education for the Taalibes and they are organized on the base of ‚mo-
ving households’. With the transition of urban life and the migration of many 
Murids abroad, the brotherhood has maintained its close ties by emphasi-
sing the relationship between the Marabut and his Taalibe. For a migrant the 
Daayira is crucial in maintaining contact with his Marabut and the holy city of 
Touba.  Background respondent data on the Murid immigrants in Bolzano re-
veals their migration to be a predominantly young, male community built up by 
150 to 200 persons. Whilst Senegalese workers have achieved a measure of 
stable economic integration through employment in the local industries, their 
social integration remains hampered. 

Murids first came to Italy in the early 1980s for a range of reasons; the initial 
impetus was the draught around the 1970s that hit the Sahel zone and turned 
acres of Murid area, formerly known as the peanut basin, into wasteland. Many 
Murids working in agriculture then turned towards trade, eventually expanding 
to international commerce, and developing international trade circuits, hence 
connecting Senegal to Europe, North America, and Asia. In the mid-1980s, 
Italy became a target for an ever-growing number of Murid immigrants looking 
for a livelihood. Since then they have turned into a trading diaspora, with trade 
networks stretching from Dakar to the rest oft he world. On Italy‘s beaches the 
Murid tradesman deals with nearly everything, but for practical reasons
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– small sized in order to turn over quickly – most of them specialize in fake 
ware like Asian-made watches, fantasy jewellery, sunglasses, umbrellas and 
other small items. While this occupation opened a way for Murids to survive, 
it was an arduous life. Working long hours in inclement weather, frequently lo-
sing all their merchandise to the police or thieves, their lives were exhausting 
physically as well as emotionally. The actual number of Senegalese immig-
rating during this period is not known exactly due to the high illegality. With 
many local and national policy frameworks, simply unable to address their 
transnational livelihood, the Senegalese are presented with a socio-political 
condition that is neither migrant ‘integration’ nor ‘exclusion’, ‘but something 
new and different’. This paper gives insight into the practices among such an 
ethic minority. It explores how migrants use and appropriate space in ways 
that are specifically their own, despite of their transient lives. Studies on how 
people use space generally focus on groups identified with a particular setting. 
The weakness of traditional studies is their lack of understanding the mecha-
nisms surrounding the detected patterns and hence how they are connected 
worldwide. Murid street peddlers have been characterized as being conser-
vative and inward-looking. We attempt to open this ‘black box’ by analysing 
ethnographic data from Senegalese households and furthermore investigate 
the ways in which they are creating distinct niches. 

4 The topological approach
In a first step, we attempt to document the dynamics and mechanisms of mi-
gration by creating a topological model (Huber 2004, Günzel 2007). We prefer 
to describe the space of transmigration as the dynamic connection of vari-
ous fragmented lifeworlds spreading over borders and countries. The crucial 
questions are: How are the Murids able to construct and uphold identity in 
diasporic households? And what are the building blocks of such structures?  
In order to answer, we refer to the ‘archipelago-model’ of Barajas. He investigat-
ed how migrants oft he Cape Verde Islands reproduce their ‘natural archipela-
go’ in Rotterdam in the form of a ‘fictional urbanism’. With the means of trans-
port migrants connect one island with the other, just like they did at home using 
their boats. Barajas work is based on a thesis that investigates global mobility 
and territories in dispersion. Hence, can we shift his observations to Bolzano? 
The ‘transnational archipelago’ refers to hybrid configurations of elements 
both, the land of origin and the country of destination. 
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By constantly adapting to new circumstances and by creatively reassembling 
existing resources, migrants create new urban situations, connect local to global 
processes and thus open new perspectives on the local effects of worldwide dy-
namics. The innovative potential of our approach is hence rooted in an analysis 
of these emergent urban spaces from a topological point of view. How can we de-
scribe without reverting back to metric categories such as ‘size’ and ‘distance’? 
Our conceptualisation of topology is partly based on the writings of Huber 
(Huber 2005), who is now at the forefront of a movement that is rethinking the 
foundations of architecture in the context of ‘trans-urbanism’. In other words 
we aim to create an ‘urban-design’ that visualizes the complex cohabitation in 
a poly-contextual space. A simple definition has often been used: Topology is 
the study of those properties that an object retains under deformation, specifi-
cally bending, stretching and squeezing, but not breaking or tearing. Topology 
is the study of properties that remain invariant under deformation. All in all, the 
present theoretical interest in the idea of ‘topology’ within the architectural dis-
course is merely translated into the (topological) reconstruction of dispersed 
settlement patterns. This would lead towards an architecture that does not 
restrict itself to the manipulation of shapes but to the manipulation of events 
and relationships. It would not only modify forms of buildings but also the very 
modes of inhabitation of space as well as the very nature of the inhabitant. In 
contradistinction to the mathematical sense, deductive notions of ‘topology’, 
the meaning of topology is reconstructed inductively by the production of space 
by migrants themselves. For ethnic groups the notion of permanent and un-
controllable change, multiple influences, complex sets of parameters, etc., are 
fundamental parameters of their practice. The aim in these processual activi-
ties lies within the initiation of transformations and the observation of change, 
rather than the manipulation of spaces and their inhabitants due to decisions 
of form. Questions that furthermore emerge, are the following: what is the 
‘place’ of a trans-local actors, and what forms of urbanity can emerge from it?
As a result of those migrational practices, self-authorised structures emerge 
on Italian territory. The latter includes the different inhabitants of Bolzano, 
the local geographical settings of each group and the construction of spatial 
categories by itinerant Murid traders. As the context shifted to a trans-urban 
one, Senegalese people brought along all practices from the African itinerant 
trade linked with the concept of “circulating territories” from migration and 
transferred it to Italy (“circulating territories”, Tarrius 1994).In other words the 
combination of certain places turns into a domestic, economic or religious 
system of quotation. 
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This leads to a redistribution of traditional activities and roles beyond the 
connectional frameworks we are familiar with. Put differently, our analysis of 
the migrational space attempts to create an ‘urban topology’. Through cal-
culated methods of sections (topological section), the homotopic constants 
can be differentiated from those patterns that have been transformed by the 
impact of migration. Those constants constitute elements of networks, which 
are elastic (‘resilient’) enough to resist the transformations caused by migra-
tion. Therefore contemporary city-planning strategies collide with those bot-
tom-up realities of the self- organized networks. We contemplate to analyse 
these spaces on the basis of the topological terminology of ‘convergence’, 
‘interference’, ‘transversal’ and ‘stratification’. Overall, the reconstruction of 
the transnational nexus between migration and urban structures contributes 
to the control and stabilisation of polycentric structures in trans-urban con-
texts and thereby enriches our understanding of contemporary cities. The 
‘archipelago’, in other words, refers to a heterogeneous and hybrid config-
uration of elements of both the land of origin and destination. It describes 
the so-called ‘trans-migrational space’ as ‘assemblage’ of urban and simul-
taneously trans-urban actors and elements, which is fixed temporarily just 
to disappear shortly afterwards. Hence, ‘archipelagos’ cannot be fixed or 
assumed a-priori. Instead they have to be conceptualized inductively, step 
by step. This mode of thinking without presuppositions is a significant indi-
cator of our time. Utterances of migrational realms become utterances of 
the city itself, premising its lack of boundaries. What are those ‘elements’ 
connected to a multi-local reference in the case of Senegalese migrants? 
We can identify two different elements, there are two modules in Muride net-
works that are connected constantly: firstly, the ‘residential groups’ or ‘house-
holds’ (in Italian: nuclei abitativi), consisting of groups of 3 or 4 persons refer-
ring to traditional Senegalese settlement patterns. These groups move along 
migrational trajectories and are flexible enough to follow individual strategies. 
Over time, mobility has become less important for the Senegalese in Italy and 
shifted towards the forming of a stable community and creating a safe place to 
live in. Secondly, the priorly mentioned ‘prayer groups’ of the Daayira (meeting 
place, arabic circle) that mind their program to the actors. In the case of the 
Murids, from the very first days of their arrival in Italy, they established weekly 
prayer meetings (Daayiras). Each Daayira elects officeholders, who keep in 
close touch with the Cheikhs/Marabuts in Senegal. At each meeting they col-
lect money to send it back to that very Cheikh. Some of those have many Daay-
iras scattered throughout the world, which they generally visit once a year. 



architekturtheorie.txt

8

Architecture and Migration - The Invisible City Peter Volgger

5 Cycles of Mobility and Mutability

Referring to Law and Mol’s concept of ‘multiple topologies’ we are able to 
describe hybrid and dynamic spaces and according to Bruno Latour (Latour 
1987) we can give those building blocks the properties of immutable mobiles 
and mutable mobiles. Bruno Latour’s immutable mobile, or, more precisely, 
the immutable and combinable mobile has exerted a powerful influence on the 
writings of historians of science and technology in recent years. This concept 
is closely linked to Latour’s materialist account of scientific innovation and 
material semiotics (Law and Hassard 1999), an account that emphasizes the 
creation of a space, in which immutable mobiles can be created and combined. 
Using our concept of the ‘archipelago’ we draw on Latour’s ‘Reassembling the 
social’ (Latour 2005) to indicate a stabilized state of affairs, a ‘bundle of ties’. 
In a scaleless space a transnational connection, an urban context and even a 
single household can be such an ‘archipelago’, as it is nothing else than such 
a ‘bundle of ties’, a hybrid interaction between things and human beings. 
We analyse how Murids who have grown up in secular states use the given 
situation do demonstrate their religious identity through the organization of 
special events and by connecting their different places of residence to collec-
tive references or ‘Murid trans-localities’ (‘trans-localities’, see also: Sinatti, 
2006). Following continuous strategies across their ‘trans-local spaces’ (‘sil-
sila al-baraka’). Murid migration consists of various phases of de- and reterri-
torialization, as singular places get connected to a ‘transnational field’ (Riccio 
2006). Murids act on more than one place simultaneously. They intertwine 
procedures of the land of origin and the current host country to a multi-lo-
cal space and connect both worlds basing on community and rituals (Turner 
1995). This complex connection of places  - the connection of those gets more 
important than the current place of acting itself - works like a navigation-tool 
(‘flying scaffolds’) in a foreign environment, making performativity a new logic.  
 

6 The topological construction of the ‘transnational archipelago’

One special event to build the ‘religious archipelago’ is the visit of the Mar-
abut. It is the presence and the performance of the Marabut, in collabora-
tion with his scholars, who turn an ordinary room into a sacred space, where 
religious activities can take place in a proper Murid way. These rooms tem-
porarily become sacred places for the Murid disciples, who transgress part-
ly muted racial and religious borders to ask for the Marabut’s prayers. He 
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is believed to mediate the blessing between the disciple and God through 
these prayers. ‘Authenticity’ is thus created by the Marabut together with his 
scholars, who share common vision as well as the tradition of Muridism. The 
ritual performance – speeches, prayers, presentation - and the whole meeting 
provides rich empirical data for analysing the complex interaction between 
Senegalese within and outside their community, their trans-local networks, 
their connections to the local situation in Italy and the specific way of Murid 
space-making. We reconstruct the ‘economic archipelago’ as well as the ‘do-
mestic archipelago’ by observing the economic cycles and family structures 
of Senegalese people, as trade is one of the most sublime sources of income 
in Senegal and is therefore worth being investigated. The extended family 
plays an important role in African migration as they enable their members to 
migrate. In return the migrants remit parts of their income. Regarding Sen-
egalese migration, interesting manifestations appear: the “modules” of their 
global network gather around the village of origin, as it is uninhabited during 
most parts of the year. However, if the migrants return in winter it gets reacti-
vated. The other “cells” that are spread globally form a “trans-national village” 
for the rest of the year. Noteworthy is that: unlike a network an ‘archipelago’ 
always has a centre (Dakar, Touba, village of the family). To understand the 
Murid way of trading we have to consider once more that it is an instrument 
of solitary aid. Many of those travelling vendors currently living in Italy, were 
tradesman in Senegal and hence are still connected to their home country 
regarding their trading network. Along the Adriatic coast, one of the biggest 
informal markets arose, as this part of Italy attracts million of tourists and 
many tradesmen as a consequence. In the phase of early migration the Sen-
egalese vendors they imported their goods on the basis of family networks.

7 The topological construction of the ‘urban archipelago’

We attempt to document the dynamics and mechanism of migration by taking the 
hyper-form of the ‘archipelago’ and elaborating it as a topological model. This part 
focuses on the Senegalese in Bolzano, Italy. It investigates the phenomenon of 
migration in an urban context and defines the position of a single household within 
this context. By analysing this phenomenon the paper aims to assist city-planners 
in coping with the new bottom-up realities of the city. How can trans-urban phenom-
ena be incorporated into the process of city planning? Our central claim is that the 
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Senegalese in Bolzano construct and inhabit an ‘African village’ within the existing 
city (Scidà and Pollini 1993). As a result, Bolzano becomes part of a trans-urban 
nexus and is thereby connected to Senegal. In a state of transnational destabiliza-
tion they build up “neighbourhoods“ (the contrasting term, which refers to actually 
existing social forms in which “locality“, as a value, is variably realized (Pozzoni, 
1997)). Our analysis aims to show that migrants, to paraphrase Sassen, become 
‘local villagers within the global cities of the world’ (Sassen, 2004). Furthermore, 
it shows its autonomous layers. Hence, this system of parallel coexistence cannot 
be described with the rigid terminology of integration. In this vein, the whole project 
takes on a political dimension. The West African spirit of the neighbourhood also 
fosters the sort of informal initiatives common in large African markets. In a dis-
cussion of immigrant businesses, we can describe a level of establishment of an 
immigrant community as soon as it becomes large enough to support “co-ethnic” 
businesses that cater the needs of the immigrant population. In Bolzano, clusters 
of these businesses developed side by side with the settling of the neighbourhood 
by West Africans. 
Alongside these fairly traditional and standard research tools, some PRA (Partici-
patory Rural Appraisal) techniques have been used, notably the “mobility maps“. 
Some Senegalese were asked to draw a mobility map of the town they lived in. This 
mobility map allows the recording, comparison and analysis of the mobility of differ-
ent groups of people within their community. It reveals relationships and patterns 
that might otherwise be hidden and highlights all individual’s external contacts. 
Fig. 1 shows mental maps drawn by two Murids: The maps differ a lot because 
of the great pictorial emphasis given to the elements of the Senegalese network 
– “casa“ (household), “lavoro“ (work) or “stazione“ (railway station) -. Indeed, one 
map consists solely of those network-elements. This map points out the difficult ac-
cess because of their spatial confinement to the house. In other words, their spatial 
environment is their home. This confinement is rooted in their culture and religion, 
but this explanation does not really resist. Clearly their spatial restriction in Bolzano 
has a more complex explanation due to cultural frontiers as well as the autono-
mous structure of a self-sufficient culture of migration. The other map is spatially 
more extensive. This one is drawn by Mamadou who has been living in Bolzano for 
years and is currently working for a local institution. 
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8 The topological construction of ‘house and home’ 

In this paper the main aims are twofold: The analysis of the second part fo-
cuses on “vertical cities“ around Italy. Senegalese and other West African fa-
milies, single men and women, moved into partly overcrowded apartments in 
rundown buildings. Surrounded by family and friends, those buildings turned 
into ‘vertical villages’ (Ndiaye and Ndiaye, 2006). As their numbers grew, the 
West Africans took credit for making the neighbourhood safe, a claim that was 
reinforced by police and local politicians. These “cities“ present themselves as 
autonomous structures. The ‘Hotel House’ was built in order to provide space 
for tourists and was then gradually adapted by migrants too. Currently nearly 
3000 persons of 40 different nations are living within the 17-storied building 
that can be described as a minimondo (Candellieri 2004), a building that con-
tains the whole world. Having lost their initial function they are adapted by mi-
grants and their strategies of spatial production. They exist as auto-referential 
systems. These phenomena reveal the paradoxical constitution of the realm 
of migration, as it is dynamic as well as heterogenic and transformative. Con-
structed as a topological field these “cities” form monads which illuminate the 
process of global de- and reterritorialisation on a very confined space. Each of 
these structures visualizes the relation between city and migration in a trans-
urban context. The different functions within the building match the different as-
pects of migrant identities. In examining the ‘Hotel House’ we have focused on 
the significant ways in which migrants act to appropriate and transform space. 
However, these residents operate within contexts of considerable constraint. 
Its inhabitants cannot truly ‘appropriate’ space in the household setting. They 
can ‘transform’ it to a very limited extend, as the buildings do not belong to 
them in any sense of ownership. Architecturally speaking, the ‘Hotel House’ 
is a building conceived by non-Muslims for ends that have nothing to do with 
community, religion or otherwise. On the contrary, the ‘Hotel House’ both iso-
lates individuals as well as concentrates them in stifling density. To the extent 
that foreign workers succeed in adapting this foreign space, making superfi-
cial modifications (for example in the arrangement of furniture) that we try to 
show on the base of their ‘material culture’ (Miller 1987). Each individual case 
reveals the significance of domestic material culture in constructing ethnic 
identity, lively descriptions of domestic interiors and the symbolic meanings of 
household effects. However, it must be noted that under the category of ‘rented 
flat’ one is likely to find maybe seven or eight immigrants sharing an apartment 
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apartment designed for two or three people. It seems that the only difference 
between those who live in rented apartments and those who are guests at 
friend’s houses is that the former pay part of the rent while the latter do not. 
Murids have very strong solidarity among them and hence tend to share the 
little they have. The house of one Senegalese is therefore likely to become 
the house of all the Senegalese in difficulty. The flats are mostly part of very 
old houses in fairly bad conditions. When it comes to housing, the spirit of ad-
aptation required by immigrants is enormous. This part focuses on the private 
sphere and the domestic life of ethnic groups. On the basis of these theories 
we postulate that material culture helps to bring physically and symbolically 
remote ‘homeyness’ to physically near, although still unfamiliar locations (Mor-
ley 2000). There are differences in how (living somehow in a ‘cultural bubble’) 
generations of immigrants perceive ‘home’ or ‘locality’ (Appadurai 1986). The 
fact that the Senegalese extended family (the religious brotherhood substi-
tutes this family) lives a kind of ‚nomadic’ life, using different apartments at 
different times additionally complicates the notion of a ‘collective household’, 
based on a given moral economy. This in itself is important knowledge and 
relevant as such. The proposed research will also be relevant for the develop-
ment of new policies on housing and architecture itself regarding the increa-
sing attention to ‘ethnic’ preferences in planning new houses and neighbour-
hoods. We focus on the material possessions that play a symbolic role in the 
process of forming identity and the (symbolic) boundaries between migrant 
groups. Our study of so-called social creativity strategies as well as fusion 
processes will yield a detailed picture of changes between ethnic communities 
and individual households. Our focus on material culture combined with data 
on the impact of social relationships, group pressures, neighbourhood, migra-
tion history, socio-economic background, income etc. shows results that can 
be confronted in the synthesis oft he proposed programme with an urban pro-
gram on a higher level. A ‘pattern language’, a term coined by architect Chris-
topher Alexander, is a structured method of describing design practices within 
a field of expertise. A new idea is to combine this approach with the analysis 
of ethnic groups within a building. The web of relationships in the index of the 
language allows many different paths through the building and enables us to 
analyse forms of territorialization. The proposal of our „pattern language“ is a 
holistic collection of „patterns“ that can be used together to address an infor-
mation or communication problem. 
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