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Over-all title
Musch & Lun. Architekten, Entrepreneure und Politiker der Gründerzeit in Südtirol

Project Leader
Univ.-Ass. Priv.-Doz. Dr. phil. Bettina Schlorhaufer, Department for 
Architecturaltheory, Institute of Architecturaltheory and Architectural History and 
Heritage Preservation, University of Innsbruck

Project Phases
Part 1) Inventory of the Musch & Lun archive (TWF 06.2012-08.2012)
Part 2) Reappraisal and interpretation of the Musch & Lun archive (autonomous 
province Bolzano, Amt für Bildungsförderung, Universität und Forschung, 03.2013-
09.2015)
Part 3) Mountain hotels in South Tyrol, app. 1890 until 1920 (autonomous province 
Bolzano/Betrieb Landesmuseen/Touriseum, 10.2016-03.2018)

Abstract Research Project
The intention of the research project “Musch & Lun. Architekten, Entrepreneurs 
and politicans of the “Gründerzeit” in South Tyrol” is to fill a gap in the architectural 
and cultural history of South Tyrol. “Musch & Lun - Bureau für Architektur & 
Ingenieurbau” in Merano, led by architect Josef Musch (1852-1928) and engineer 

1897?, Villa Riedenstein for Friedrich Eduard von Riedl-Riedenstein and his wife Mathilde in Merano, 
photo: Bernhard Johannes (Touriseum Meran)
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Carl Lun (1853-1925), was an artistically and technologically dominant building 
company in South Tyrol between app. 1880 and 1930. Besides his efforts as 
a business man, Carl Lun especially was involved in various associations and 
active in politics - in both areas, he tirelessly dedicated himself to tasks in urban 
planning and the realization of projects which furthered the economic and social 
development of Merano and South Tyrol. Therefore, Musch & Lun were more than 
developers - they were influential entrepreneurs with international networks, and 
constituted the starting point for valuable impulses for the realization of lasting 
economic and social initiatives.

Overview of the current state of research
According to the earlier project phases, the research work is structured in multiple 
parts. The first part includes the scientific analysis, reappraisal and interpretation of 
the privately owned Musch & Lun archive based on the condition of the generation 
of elementary knowledge about the activities of the “Bureau für Architektur und 
Ingenieurbau” in Merano. Based on this, a second part of further research work 
covered multiple areas of research, all of which, nevertheless, were centered 
around the main research question: how did Musch & Lun succeed in formatively 
influencing the regional development of South Tyrol during a threshold period 
around 1900. The third part is specifically dedicated to the entrepreneurships 
of Musch & Lun in the development of mountainous areas through the 
implementation of vast hotel complexes, beginning around 1890.

Musch & Lun. Bureau für Architektur und Ingenieurbau in Merano
In 1880/1881, the architect Josef Musch (1852-1928) and the civil engineer Carl 
Lun (1853-1925) founded “Musch & Lun - Bureau für Architektur & Ingenierbau” 
in Merano. Regarding this,  Merano’s tax lists of the time reveal that the two 
owners became taxable separately, and initially didn’t establish a firm as such. 
Little is known about the concrete working relationship and the organizational 
structure of the “Bureau”, for example regarding employees and their number. The 
good commission situation, however, led to Josef Musch and Carl Lun erecting a 
representative office and residential building in a street in Merano known today as 
30.-April-Straße in 1901. 
In 1910, Josef Musch separated from Carl Lun and opened an architectural firm 
of his own, which failed in 1913. But the history of the firm is complex in other 
ways, too. The research project showed for the first time that two sisters of Carl 
Lun’s were married to two brothers of the Musch family - besides Josef, also 
Bernhard Musch who also worked in the building industry. Furthermore, several 
other family members were at least temporarily involved in building projects and 
entrepreneurships, among them a foreman named Josef Lun.
The “Bureau für Architektur & Ingenieurbau” kept its addition of “Musch & Lun” 
for quite some time after the resignation of Josef Musch - probably because this 
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was supposed to suggest continuity, and to be considerate of Carl Lun’s fame. 
Nonetheless, it is possible that even before the outbreak of World War I, two 
nephews of the founders joined the firm - Alexander Kinkelin, a nephew of Carl 
Lun’s, and Oskar Musch, a nephew of Josef Musch’s. It wasn’t until after the end 
of World War I that the firm’s name was changed from Musch & Lun to Kinkelin. 
The firm still exists today, but in the era of the founders was not only active in the 
building sector.

Research questions and methods
The research project “Musch & Lun. Architects, Entrepreneurs and Politicans of 
the “Gründerzeit” in South Tyrol” was based on the question of which buildings and 
projects by “Musch & Lun - Bureau für Architektur & Ingenieurbau” were realized 
in Merano during the period from app. 1880 until 1938 (and in some cases later, 
too). In this context special focus was put on the analysis of how Musch & Lun 
managed to combine purely economic interests with “higher” goals. Because 
Musch & Lun did not only realize architectural and engineering projects, but also 
entrepreneurships which lastingly influenced the regional development of South 
Tyrol, or rather the local development of Merano, especially during the threshold 
period between 1880 and 1914. Of importance among these are principally 
the implementation of electricity in South Tyrol and the development of tourist 
destinations in often remote mountain regions such as Sulden. 

1897/1898, Merano, Villa Riedenstein for Friedrich Eduard von Riedl-Riedenstein und his wife Mathilde, 
afer completion
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A crucial aspect of the research projects was the long period of Musch& Lun’s 
activity in an era in which social, economic, technological and cultural conditions 
changed, at times rapidly. In order to live up to the innovative character of 
Musch&Lun’s entrepreneurships, different methodical approaches were employed 
in the research work. In addition to standard methods in art history and historical 
research, which were applied mainly in the context of the investigation of Musch 
& Lun’s buildings and projects, the Actor-Network Theory (ANT) was used to 
interpret Musch & Lun’s buildings and projects, but also the utilization of new 
technologies (ie. domestic technology) or the evolution of new developments in 
economics (ie. in tourism), based on a new (regarding architectural-theoretical 
research) methodical approach. 

The project therefore constitutes a contribution to the exploration of the dynamic 
processes in the regional development of South Tyrol during the threshold period 
around 1900. The interaction of an innovative research question and a methodical 
approach that exceeds the listing of individual buildings and projects in a catalog of 
works based on building history, design and style history, puts the research project 
in a new realm of research in architectural history and theory. 

Foundational research: Analysis of the Musch & Lun archive
The starting point of the research project was the heretofore not researched 
archive of Musch & Lun (privately owned, Merano). Initial estimates for the first 
research proposal put the number of single pages in the archive at app. 4,000. 
The number of buildings and projects - and therefore the number of pages - was 
projected based on samples and a catalog of works by Albert Mascotti from 1986, 
which lists app. 65 realized projects (Mascotti, Albert, Josef Musch & Carl Lun, in: 
Turris Babel, No.5, Bozen 1986, p.28-34).

In reality, the Musch & Lun archive is comprised of app. 8,600 single pages
attributable to app. 340 buildings and projects

A defining characteristic of the Musch & Lun archive is that it is not ordered 
chronologically, but alphabetically, which had extensive consequences:
Taking account of the alphabetical order of the Musch & Lun archive, a unique 
system for the inventory was developed. The entire collection was cataloged 
and digitized based on this system, and the most important pages were filed 
in a database (FileMaker database with specially configured masks). In further 
steps, the buildings and projects contained in the Musch & Lun archive were 
dated (where possible) and the exact (historical and contemporary) adresses 
were recorded (“Tabellarisches Verzeichnis der Bauten und Projekte von Musch & 
Lun”). Clients, architectural history and characteristics of the buildings and projects 
were documented in a full text, complete collection of works (app. 400 pages with 
app.600 itemizations excluding graphics).
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Villa Hübel, Merano, 1895–1897, perspective by Tony Grubhofer, in: Der Architekt, Wiener Monatshefte für 
Bauwesen und decorative Kunst, Wien 1899

Villa Hübel, Merano, 1895–1897, Archive Family Steinbeis, Brannenburg/Germany
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The Musch & Lun archive contains plans, drawings, sketches and calculations, 
but very few written documents. Therefore, it is a so-called “adjusted architectural 
archive”, in the conservation of which  visual executions of building projects 
were deemed more important than other documents. Important pieces of project 
information, ie. written correspondence, are missing because of this approach. 
Consequently, all information about the respective developmental histories of 
buildings and projects or facts about clients and other relevant actors had to 
be researched separately. Very little secondary literature was available for this 
purpose. The main research was done in the city archive of Merano, in the 
Touriseum Merano, with local chroniclers, businesses (ie. Etschwerke AG) or 
private collectors. At the same time, a collection of depictions of the completed 
buildings (current photos, historical postcards, promotional graphics, photos etc.) 

Tony Grubhofer, Hotel Karersee, postcard for “Verein für Alpenhotels in Tirol”, around 
1900, Tiroler Landesmuseum Ferdinandeum, W_9351_Karersee
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was put together. Regarding this it should be noted that buildings by Musch & 
Lun were captured in some cases by famous artists, such as the visual artist Tony 
Grubhofer or the renowned photographer Bernhard Johannes. 
Since Musch & Lun didn’t design all projects themselves, but also worked with 
external architects, the biographies and catalogs of works of previously little-known 
architects in the milieu of the “Bureau für Architektur und Ingenieurbau” could be 
documented; such as the life and work of Otto Schmid (1857 - 1921 ) and Gustav 
(von) Birckenstaedt (or: Birkenstädt, 1872-1912).

Finally, it has to be mentioned that the importance of the Musch & Lun archive 
cannot be overestimated. It contains some pages of museum quality. Furthermore, 
it is worth mentioning that the Musch & Lun archive still contains a lot of 
information about building projects that could not yet be analyzed extensively 
within the current research (see below). 

Further research: Reappraisal and interpretation of the Musch & Lun archive

 I. Musch-&-Lun-Research: Musch & Lun developed its projects and 
entrepreneurships based on extensive research, ie. the electric company Töll, the 
slaughterhouse Merano and the hospital Merano (see also: V. Architecture and 
urban development of Merano)
It was proven that Musch & Lun did not only realize building projects, but that 
their success and innovative character was the result of extensive research and 
familiarization trips. The research was mainly done by Carl Lun, who also acted as 
a politican, board director of companies, associations etc. 
Initially it was assumed that Musch & Lun were able to positively influence the 

Otto Schmid, Hotel Sulden, in: Christomannos, Theodor, Sulden-Trafoi, 1895.
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dynamics of the regional development of South Tyrol during the threshold period 
between app. 1880 and 1914 especially because the rapid know-how transfer to 
South Tyrol happened via magazines, books and personal networks. However, 
research showed that Musch & Lun systematically acquired knowledge about 
the State of the Art of building projects in the entire german-speaking world 
preceding bigger municipal projects in Merano and South Tyrol. Some results of 
the “Musch-&-Lun-Research” were even printed in small editions. Mostly these 
studies contained detailed analyses of visited projects and their architects, as 
well as calculations of size and costs in tabular form and in most cases, also an 
architectural project which was basically finished save for the detailed execution. 

Furthermore, it has to be emphasized that Musch & Lun did not only visit and 
analyze projects in major cities such as Munich, Berlin, Prague and Vienna, 
but also in conurbations comparable to Merano. This was especially important 
regarding the municipal development of the spa town, since the research and 
familiarization trips did not only result in projects, but also produced important 
information regarding their placement in the urban context. For example, projects 
such as the slaughterhouse and other municipal organizations were consistently 
placed on the outskirts of the town. From an urban planning perspective, this 
approach furthered the development of the spa town “fit for tourism”, in which 
necessary but “unsightly” institutions, such as slaughterhouse, cemetery or big 
remises were removed from the urban center and therefore from the tourist’s view. 
The same was true for Merano’s municipal hospital: Sick, less well-off fellow 
citizens were not to be immediately visible in the appearance of the elegant spa 
town. 
Beyond this it becomes apparent from the Musch & Lun archive that the Merano-
based “Bureau für Architektur und Ingenieurbau” developed a network of urban 
planners, architects, engineers, informants, consultants and suppliers especially 

Musch & Lun, 1. Baustufe des Krafthauses Töll der Etschwerke, 1898.
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in bigger cities such as Munich and Vienna. The actors in this network were 
sometimes famous and competent at the same time - for example in Munich, the 
architect and urban planner Theodor Fischer and the well-known engineer Oskar 
von Miller, who realized novelties in the field of electrical engineering which were 
implemented in South Tyrol immediately after their introduction (power station Töll 
and realization of probably the world’s first interconnected transmission system 
based on alternating current, between Merano and Bolzano in 1896). The urban 
planner Theodor Fischer was directly and indirectly part of the development of 
several building projects in Merano. He left his mark on the new district between 
Rennweg and today’s railway station in Merano and, preceding the actual invited 
competition, pointed to a young architect, Martin Dülfer, whom he deemed fit for 
the realization of the new theatre in Merano; Dülfer won the commission.

 II. Architecture and Innovation: Musch & Lun integrated the newest 
technologies into its projects
Among other reasons, the research project also stands apart from other historical 
and theoretical architectural investigations because the realized and non-
realized projects by Musch & Lun were not only regarded and documented as 
singular architectural or “artistic” achievements in the building sector. Rather, 
the question of innovations played a central role, which influenced buildings and 
projects by Musch & Lun technologically during the threshold period of regional 
development between 1880 and 1914. This included, amongst other things, 
important innovations in the field of building equipment and services such as the 
electrification of buildings and streets, innovative central heating systems (low 
pressure steam heating) and the improvement of sanitary and hygienic standards 
regarding the planning of hospitals and the implementation of cooling systems in 
the commercial sector, respectively. In connection with the cooling systems, the 
quest for the ideal coolant was a major factor at the time.

The analysis and documentation of the know-how and technological transfer tied to 
the innovations in Musch & Lun’s architecture showed that the networks that were 

Musch & Lun, 2. constuction phase of the Töll 
power plant near Mernao with its “donjon” 
which was constructed after medivial examples, 
1904/1905
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built during familiarization trips (see above, “Research) and tourism in Merano 
considerably accelerated the implementation of innovations. Because, together 
with the tourists, new technologies were mobilized and quickly reached South 
Tyrol. 
Surprisingly this process did not evoke the wish to give the innovations a visually 
adequate appearance. On the contrary, new technologies were often implemented 
in architectural projects that weren’t designed “innovatively”, but rather 
conventionally (traditionally). This led to the keywords “Innovation in Tradition” 
emerging in the context of the research project, because the phrase describes a 
phenomenon that can be identified in many areas of everyday culture.

In order to integrate this often overlooked phenomenon of “Innovation in Tradition” 
into a bigger discussion in historical and theoretical architectural research, an 
inter-disciplinary international symposium with the same title was organized in 
cooperation with the Institute for popular cultures (Univ.-Prof. Bernhard Tschofen) 
of the University of Zurich, as well as a research-led teaching project (Seminar, M). 

 III. Architecture and regionalism: Musch & Lun developed a specific form of 
regionalism, which constitutes an “invented regionalism” rather than an orientation 
towards traditional building approaches
The picture “Innovation in Tradition” also plays an important role regarding another 
research result. It was known before research was conducted that Musch & Lun 
realized projects that dealt with regionalisms. It was always assumed, though, that 
Musch & Lun referenced local building traditions, for example the residences in 
Überetsch (Kaltern, Eppan), or rather, the so-called “Überetsch style” (app. 1550 - 
1680), which is a form of regionalism in itself. 
However, the investigation of the Musch & Lun archive showed that in this regard, 
too, Musch & Lun drew inspiration from international role models more than 
from decidedly regional ones. For example, Musch & Lun used anglo-american 
influences for representative villas often so consistently, that it seemed like the 
foreign had always been at home in South Tyrol. Furthermore it was proven 
for some projects that Musch & Lun gave existing historical structures new 
appearances in order to increase their “historicity”. 

As a consequence of this unexpected research result, more and bigger research 
questions than could be answered emerged. Because as a whole, the term of 
Part 2) of the Musch & Lun Project proved to be too short to generate detailled 
comparisons with other relevant objects, or rather, to pose new questions for 
research based on “Invention of Tradition” and the motif of “invented regionalism”. 
But because it can be expected that unknown territory in historical and theoretical 
architectural research can be entered again based on systematic analyses of 
“regionalization of architecture”, the realization of further research is desirable.
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 IV. Architecture and Entrpreneurship: The “invention of the mountain hotel” 
was one of the most important entrepreneurial projects of Musch & Lun. For 
the construction of the mountain hotels a kind of “construction set system” was 
developed. Projects (selection) : Hotel Sulden, Hotel Trafoi, Hotel Karersee, Hotel 
Plätzwiese, Hotel Brennerbad, Hotel Fulpmes, Hotel Canazei and Hotel St. Anton 
am Arlberg (not realized)
Among the most important entrepreneurships of Musch & Lun are also projects 
that were dedicated to the touristic development of remote mountain regions and, 
at the same time, were supposed to ensure the survival of the local population. In 
this context it was proven concretely for the first time that the touristic development 
of the country was not only influenced by the integration of South Tyrol into the 
international railway network, but also by road building. Because the accessibility 
of scenic mountain regions promoted alpinism and especially the building of hotels 
by Musch & Lun.
From the beginning, however, it made sense to Musch & Lun that major hotels 
could only be economically sustainable if they attracted other guests besides 
alpinists, too. Therefore, the mountain hotels were designed architecturally and 
regarding their features in a way that “arme Bemitleidenswerthe, die in Folge 
körperlicher Ungeübtheit nicht ‘kraxeln’ können” (laymen incapable of hiking and/
or climbing, Theodor Christomannos), too, would consider spending their summer 
holidays there. In this context, it is further necessary to mention that the decision to 
build the mountain hotels not only for alpinists was made at a time when the new, 
so-called “Terrainkuren” became fashionable. 
Amongst other things, this led to further health resorts, which were also designed 
and realized by Musch & Lun, being built in close proximity to hotel complexes 

Musch & Lun, Villa for Baron
 Mages (not realized), original building 
type (“Ur-Villa”). After the scheme of this 
project ofter villas were constructed
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such as the Hotel Karersee. Furthermore, villas based on designs by Musch & 
Lun were also built in the area. All in all, a lot of similarities to the project at the 
Semmering become evident, since there, for example close to the Südbahnhotel, 
villas were constructed as well. 

Musch & Lun developed a construction type of its own for the mountain hotels, 
a modular system, the overall appearance of which came to be in a rather 
remarkable fashion. The first hotels were designed in cooperation with an architect 
from Vienna called Otto Schmid. However, the cooperation ended abruptly, 
whereas the connections between Musch & Lun and the jurist and alpinist Theodor 
Christomannos solidified. An important aspect of the design of the hotels was the 
generation of a visual connection to the region, which means the creation of a 
regionalistic appearance without a link to local building traditions. 

A central aspect of Part 3) of the Musch & Lun research project should be the 
development of remote mountain regions in special consideration of the actor 
- networks that steered their construction, their architectural design based on a 
regionalistic modular construction system, their features and operation. The main 
focus here is, among other aspects, on the heretofore barely researched “Verein 
für Alpenhotels in Tirol” (Association for Alpine Hotels in Tyrol).

 V. Architecture and Urban Planning in Merano: Musch & Lun was 
significantly involved in the development of Merano into the spa town it is today - 
not least because Carl Lun was also active in local politics (see also: I. Musch & 
Lun Research)
Since usually the focus in historical and theoretical architectural research is put on 
the evolution of the metropoles of the 19th century (Paris, London, Chicago, New 
York, etc), the research project about Musch & Lun resulted in the question of how 
urban development processes of a small town could be mapped in comparison. 
Besides the plans from the Musch & Lun archive, sources from the municipal 
archive in Merano and equivalent local institutions were evaluated in this context. 

Altogether, the proof could be delivered that processes of urban planning in 
smaller agglomerations such as Merano did not go “provincially”, but were, 
following the example set by bigger conurbations, implemented rather swiftly 
based on precise planning strategies. Musch & Lun lay the foundations for this with 
a town expansion plan in 1881 (municipal archive Merano), which is among the 
earliest works that Josef Musch and Carl Lun produced together (and maybe led 
to the founding of the “Bureau für Architektur & Ingenieurbau”). Remarkable about 
this plan is that it is also part of the “Musch & Lun research projects”, because 
Josef Musch and Carl Lun used it to mark in red all building projects they planned 
to realize in the future. With this plan it could be shown that Musch & Lun did not 
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only plan the town expansion strategically early on, but also the realization of 
municipal and private building projects. The realization of the marked projects took 
place consistently during the decades up to 1914, meaning over a period of more 
than 30 years.

It could be proven that just like in the Vienna of the Ringstraßen era, the city 
development process of the late 19th century began in Merano and numerous 
other cities with an improvement of the quality of drinking-water and the opening 
of new water sources. By using the example of the electrification of Merano and 
Bolzano with alternating current beginning in 1896, it could further be documented 
that geographically peripheral areas of settlement were often quicker to integrate 
innovations into the socio-economic fabric than bigger cities.

In the context of urban development processes in Merano, it is further necessary 
to mention the medical institutions that were implemented until 1914. Because 
with the discovery of the tuberculosis virus, health tourism was plunged into a 
kind of “crisis of mentality” with momentous consequences regarding architectural 
and urban planning perspectives. Affluent guests retired to special sanitariums, 
private villas etc in order to avoid stays in public institutions. This influenced the 
construction business as a whole, as well as the economic dominance of Musch & 
Lun, extremely positively. 

Hotel Karersee and Villa Waldhaus (left, in front) of Dr. Huber, Karersee, postcard. 
Musch & Lun probably intended to create out of the Karersee-region an area for recreation as it 
was already established at the Semmering-region near Vienna
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Publications
Bettina Schlorhaufer et al. (Eds.), Architecture becomes Region, Birkhäuser 
(Basle-Vienna), 2017. Publication to the exhibition „Architektur wird Region / 
Dall‘Architettura alla regione / architecture becomes Region“ at Prösels Castle, 
May–Octobre 2017.

Historicism and the rise of regionalism as “style” – South Tyrol’s successful special 
path, in: Grote, Georg, Obermair, Hannes (eds.): The Land on the Threshold. 
South Tyrolean Transformations 1915–2015, Oxford 2017 (Peter Lang Verlag, peer 
reviewed) (in print).

Schlorhaufer, Bettina, Für „arme Bemitleidenswerthe, die in Folge körperlicher 
Ungeübtheit nicht ‚kraxeln‘ können“. Frühe Alpenhotels von Musch & Lun und 
die Entwicklung touristischer Marketingstrategien, in: http://txt.architekturtheorie.
eu/?p=1661 (2014).

Schlorhaufer, Bettina, Wie der Strom zur Steckdose kam – 1898: In Südtirol 
nimmt das erste Stromverbundnetz weltweit seinen Betrieb auf, in: http://txt.
architekturtheorie.eu/?p=1886&lang=de (2014).

Lectures
Musch & Lun und die Baupläne der Synagoge von Meran. Die Architektur von 
Synagogen im 19. Jahrhundert im deutschsprachigen Raum und ihr möglicher 
Anteil am Scheitern der Inklusion der Juden in der Gesellschaft, Vortrag auf 
Einladung bei der Tagung 700 Jahre jüdische Präsenz in Tirol, Institut für Alte 
Geschichte und Altorientalistik, Universität Innsbruck und AIANI, Innsbruck 19.–
21.06.2016.

„Musch & Lun – Bureau für Architektur und Ingenieurbau in Meran“, auf Einladung 
des Heimatschutzvereins Meran, Kunst Meran/Merano Arte, 25.11.2015.

“The architect designed the great Tyrolean house in one day, …” Musch & Lun 
and their intention to combine regionalized architecture and innovative building 
appliances – a new approach on the concept of innovation in architecture, 

Musch & Lun, Krankenhaus Meran,  
1902, Stadtarchiv Meran,
SAM_SEK_96
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Symposium „Innovation in Tradition“, veranstaltet vom Arbeitsbereich 
Architekturtheorie, Institut für Architekturtheorie, Baugeschichte und 
Denkmalpflege, Universität Innsbruck, 12./13.11.2015.

„Erfundener Regionalismus. Die Regionalisierung von Architektur – Südtirols 
erfolgreicher Sonderweg“, Tagung „Südtirolismen 3“, veranstaltet von der 
Universität Dublin und der EURAC Bozen, Schloss Prösels/Völs am Schlern, 
08./09.05.2015.

„Wie der Bergfried … zum Elektrizitätswerk kam“. Die Tätigkeit des Büros für 
Architektur und Ingenieurbau Musch & Lun vor dem Hintergrund der Entstehung 
des Heimatschutzes in Südtirol, auf Einladung des Heimatschutzvereins Meran, 
Kunst Meran/Merano Arte, 29.11.2013.

Scientific activities
„Innovation in Tradition – Innovationen und ihre Dynamik im architektonischen, 
technologischen und soziokulturellen Prozess“, Symposium mit 
Posterpräsentation, Arbeitsbereich Architekturtheorie, Institut für Architekturtheorie 
und Baugeschichte, Universität Innsbruck, 12./13.11.2015
Für die Veranstaltung des Symposiums „Innovation in Tradition“ konnte das Institut 
für Sozialanthropologie und Empirische Kulturwissenschaft (ISEK, Leitung: Univ.-
Prof. Dr. Bernhard Tschofen) der Universität Zürich als Partner gewonnen werden.

Weiterführende Informationen: http://txt.architecturaltheory.eu/?cat=42
Podcasts der Vorträge: www.architecturaltheory.tv/?cat=56&lang=de

Transfer-oriented publications 
Schlorhaufer, Bettina, Musch & Lun, in: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musch_&_Lun 
(2012)

Schlorhaufer, Bettina, Südtirol 1898: Das erste Stromverbundnetz weltweit geht in 
Betrieb (Teil 1), in: Gut (rabemedia, Seefeld in Tirol), 12/Feb 2014, S. 36–39.

Schlorhaufer, Bettina, Südtirol 1898: Das erste Stromverbundnetz weltweit geht in 
Betrieb (Teil 2), in: Gut (rabemedia, Seefeld in Tirol), 13/März 2014, S. 43–45.

Media coverage
Südtirols Modernisierer. Musch & Lun prägten wie kein anderes Bauunternehmen 
die Kulturgeschichte Südtirols in der Gründerzeit. Ihr umfangreiches Schaffen wird 
nun aufgearbeitet, in: Leopold-Franzens-Universität Innsbruck, zukunft forschung, 
Nr. 1, 2013, S. 32–33.
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Research Project “Musch & Lun” (State of research results: October 2016)

Die Erfindung der Tradition. Eine vom Meraner Bauunternehmen Musch & Lun 
1888/1900 errichtete Prachtvilla verändert den Blick auf so manches Bauwerk, das 
man bisher als rückwärtsgewandt betrachtet hat, in: wissenswert – Magazin der 
Leopold-Franzens-Universität Innsbruck, Oktober 2015, S. 16–17.

Radiobeitrag: https://soundcloud.com/uniinnsbruck/uni-konkret-innovation-in-
tradition, November 2015. Das Innovative in der Tradition spürten am 12. und 
13. November Vortragende aus unterschiedlichsten Disziplinen beim Symposium 
„Innovation in Tradition“ an der Fakultät für Architektur der Universität Innsbruck 
auf. Inspiriert von den Ergebnissen ihres Forschungsprojekts „Musch & Lun. 
Architekten, Entrepreneure und Politiker der Gründerzeit in Südtirol“ hat Bettina 
Schlorhaufer vom Institut für Architekturtheorie und Baugeschichte gemeinsam 
mit Bernhard Tschofen vom Institut für Sozialanthropologie und Empirische 
Kulturwissenschaft der Universität Zürich zu dieser Veranstaltungen eingeladen.

Die Erfindung der Tradition. Architektur: Bettina Schlorhaufer erforscht die 
Gründerzeit in Südtirol, in: Dolomiten (Rubrik: Uni Innsbruck im Fokus), 
09.12.2015, S. 4.

Research-led teaching
SE_Methods and processes of the architectural discourse (B): “The actor-network 
theory in the architectural discourse”
The seminar dealt with a specific part of the research project “Musch & Lun. 
Architects, entrepreneurs and politicans of the “Gründerzeit” in South Tyrol” in 
the form of research-led teaching: Architecture is often considered an individual 
performance of “artistic geniuses” - architects or architectural firms. It is not 
considered that architecture only evolves from networks of different actors. ANT, 
which is based in sociological action theory, can be used to analyze and visualize 
complex processes in the building business and the designing of architecture. 
Beyond a sound examination of ANT, the seminar tried to interpret aspects of the  
Musch & Lun research project specifically, and to visualize them using different 
presentation methods.

SE_Focus section architectural theory (M): “Invented innovations”
The seminar dealt with a specific part of the research project “Musch & Lun. 
Architects, entrepreneurs and politicans of the “Gründerzeit” in South Tyrol” in 
the form of research-led teaching. The intention of the seminar was to produce 
preparatory works for a symposium in November 2015; the seminar discussed the 
question of the phenomenon of “innovation” in the sense of reform as a process. 
The discourse did not deal with “innovation” as a mental task that is equivalent 
to innovation, reform of philosophies, “inspiration”, but rather with the dynamics 
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inherent to innovations. These were to be considered especially regarding 
their extensive architectural, engineering, socio-economic, political and cultural 
consequences. Furthermore, topics dealing with the conveying, or “use”, anchoring 
and stabilization of innovations in the social milieu.

Summarized CV of the project leader
Bettina Schlorhaufer, Dr.phil., Priv.-Doz., architectural theoretician, art historian 
and curator. Born 1963 in Innsbruck, studied art history and history at the Leopold-
Franzens-University in Innsbruck. 1988 doctorate with distinction, dissertation: “Zur 
Geschichte eines Regionalmuseums der Donaumonarchie im Vormärz: Der Verein 
des Tiroler Nationalmuseums Ferdinandeum 1823-1848”. 1989/1990 Post-Doc 
Studies at the Institut Supérieur de Management Culturel ISMC (Paris), diploma in 
1990 with a concept for a Musée Nina Ricci in the perfume factory of Nina Ricci in 
Ury/Fontainebleau. Established an archive for the Nina-Ricci group in Ury. 

Scientist, active in art and cultural management and as a curator (ie. travelling 
exhibitions „Gion A. Caminada – Cul zuffel el l’aura dado“ and „Neue Architektur in 
Südtirol 2000–2006“, commissioned by Kunst Meran).
2005-2007 head of curators at the gallery of the Rabalderhaus Museum in 
Schwaz/Tyrol. 
2015 exhibition about the Lake Constance painter Georg Ligges (commissioned by 
vorarlberg museums).

Exhibition projects resulting from the Musch & Lun research:
- 2017 exhibition “Architecture becomes Region” (commissioned by the board of 
trustees at Prösels Castle/Fiè allo Sciliar, South Tyrol) and 
- 2018, exhibition “Tony Grubhofer - exploitation of architecture” (Working title, with 
Dr. phil. Carl Kraus, commissioned by the city museum of Bolzano).

Academic career:
2000 - 2002 teaching assignment at the University of Liechtenstein, Institute of 
Architecture and spatial planning.
2009 - 2013 assistant at the department for architectural theory (Univ.Prof. Ir. 
Bart Lootsma), Institute of Architectural Theory and Building History, University of 
Innsbruck.
2011 habilitation in the subject “Neue Architekturgeschichte“, Univ.Prof. Ir. Bart 
Lootsma
Since 2012 project leader, “Musch & Lun. Architects, entrepreneurs and politicans 
of the “Gründerzeit” in South Tyrol”.
Since September 2016, assistant at the Department for Architecturaltheory (Univ.
Prof. Ir. Bart Lootsma), Institute of Architecturaltheory and Architectural History, 
University of Innsbruck.


